
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

9:00am Education  
 

10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 
Special Events in October 

 

October 7th -  Church Work Day 
October 8th -  Blessing of the Animals 

October 28th -  Reformation Celebration 
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 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 
 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  Bryant Williams 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Tom Tocher 

Vice President: Karrin Daniels  
Secretary: Emily Olsoy  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Tina Aure 
Finance: Kris Breton 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

Dear Friends, 
 

Leaving yoga the other day, I overheard two women discussing how surprised they 
were at the profound spiritual impact the recent wildfires and hurricanes had had on 
them. 
 

One of them explained that she felt like the fires were burning a path to new life.  She 
went on to say that she had lived through enough fires and floods to know that 
ultimately they clear a way for new life to take root. 
 

Perhaps on any other day, this sidebar conversation wouldn’t have stood out to me, 
but on this particular day, I had been mulling over the sermon I’d preached the week 
before - the sermon on Jesus’ mandate that we forgive not seven times, but seventy-
seven times (or seventy times seven times by some accounts).  The reason for my 
mulling - well, quite simply, I felt like I had missed the point of the texts that Sunday 
and my eavesdropping at yoga finally offered me the clarity that I had been seeking all 
week long. 
 

Suddenly, it dawned on me that forgiveness is perhaps like the wildfires, hurricanes 
and flooding that have inundated our news in the past month.  Just as there is no 
denying that these natural disasters have caused devastating damage, there can be 
no denying the pain, and sometimes suffering, that surround situations in which 
forgiveness is needed. 
 

However, just like with the flooding and the hurricanes and the wildfires, the 
devastating damage fails to have the last word.  Somehow, new life springs forth from 
the ashes.  So it is with forgiveness.  Forgiveness offers us the path to move from 
death to the promise of resurrection and new life in Christ.  
 

The texts appointed for that Sunday pointed clearly to this and yet, somehow I still 
missed it.  In fact, the lectionary texts provided stark examples of the death and 
resurrection that we experience when we choose to forgive or not to forgive.   
 

Jacob, for instance, had every right to hold onto his anger towards his brother.  They 
had, after all, attempted to kill him and sold him into slavery.  Instead, Jacob chose to 
forgive his brothers and with his forgiveness, Jacob breathed new life into their 
relationship. 
 

The parable in Matthew, on the other hand, offered us a stark reminder that in failing 
to forgive, it becomes much more difficult for new life to take root. In the parable, an 
indebted slave received mercy from the King as the King forgave the slave’s 
exorbitant debt.  Instead of allowing this merciful forgiveness to transform his own 
acts, the indebted, and now, forgiven slave instead chooses to hold onto the debts 
owed to him.  And thus, instead of finding the hope and joy of new life, the slave finds 
himself in the clinch of death - sentenced to torture until he can pay back his own 
outstanding debt in full.  
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FROM THE PASTOR continued 
 

In retrospect, it seems so apparent that these stories on forgiveness were actually stories on death and resurrection.  
But, in actuality, I think perhaps I chose not to see it.  In some ways, it’s easier to be like the indebted slave who fails 
to forgive in the parable.  It’s hard to loosen our grip on the pain and anger we hold onto when someone has wronged 
us.  Sitting in the pain and hurt in some odd way seems to comfort us - or at least it does me; it is familiar, at times, 
even cozy.   

 
But, just as new life eventually springs forth from the ground amongst the ashes, so too does new life eventually 
spring forth from the broken pieces of our lives.  For, in Christ, God has made clear the perpetual pattern of death and 
resurrection.  And so, we can finally rest confidently in the knowledge that death and destruction never have the last 
word - not even in our deepest wounds. 
 
In Christ’s Forgiving Love, Pastor Elise 
 

VICAR SARAH 
 

Grace and Peace, Friends, 
 

It has been an incredible first month with you all at Ballard First! I have enjoyed conversations with many of you as I 
begin to learn about this church community and the greater Ballard and Seattle community.  
 

What has struck me in these first few weeks has been the thread that has sewn the gospel texts together over the 
past several weeks.  We seem to be hearing a lot about forgiveness; we seem to be hearing a lot about how to be 
together in community.  I give thanks I've entered Ballard First at this point in the lectionary cycle.  For a people who 
have promised to live among each other, we need to be reminded that living in community means that inevitably, 
there will be disappointment.  At some point, we will be let down, and we will let someone down.  The gift of God's 
grace is that disappointment doesn't have the final word, but there is a way forward to become closer as a 
community.  My prayer is that as we hear these texts together in community, we remember how to live together as 
God's people.  And as strange as it may sound, my prayer is to experience disappointment in the year ahead, so that 
in those moments, we will move deeper into community together.   
 

Thank you for welcoming me so graciously, and for reminding me of your names more than once. I am looking 
forward to the year ahead and cannot wait to see how we grow and learn together. Thank you for being who you 
are and for your commitment to walk alongside me this coming year.  
 

God's Peace, Vicar Sarah 
 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBR 
 

Baptisms 
August Samuel Browning Mattoon   Henry Cyrus Starks 
            September 10, 2017              September 24, 2017 
 
 

CONFIRMATION 
 

A confirmation orientation meeting will take place in Haavik Hall on Wednesday, 

October 11
th

 at 7:00 p.m. This meeting is for all current sixth and seventh graders and 

their parents. We will outline the year to come and provide information about the retreat 

on October 21
st
.  

 



 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Who's at the door? 
By the Rev. B. Kirby Unti, NWWA Synod Bishop / From The Spirit, October, 2017 

 
Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.  +Hebrews 13:2n  
 

It was completely dark 
outside when our 
doorbell rang repeatedly. 
Kim and I were watching 

TV and I said, "Who could that be?" It was clear 
from the look on her face that she had no idea. I 
was dressed in all my grubbiness with a head of 
hat hair, having worked outside most of the day. 
I hurried to the door, opened it, and did not 
recognize who it was. Slowly it became apparent 
to that it was my neighbor from down the street. 
I had never seen him without his hat on. 
 
Before I could say anything, he said to me, 
"Kirby, can you help me?"  He immediately 
followed up with, "I need your help."  I was 
prepared to answer him with "of course" when 
he placed in my hands a gallon sized zip lock bag 
filled with fresh tomatoes from his garden. By 
now my heart was beating pretty fast and I am 
sure my demeanor indicated my concern. It took 
me a moment to adjust to the fact that it was 
just my neighbor's spirited way of sharing the 
generosity of his garden with us. We had a good 
laugh and I knew he was delighted that he took 
me by surprise. 
  
What makes this story even more delightful is 
that this particular gentleman is the neighbor 
that our kids had a fear of when they were little. 
He had a gruff way about him that was just 
rough enough to scare them. We didn't know 
then that he was truly a Teddy Bear in disguise. 
For years he walked the neighborhood with his 

dog. One day I noticed his dog was not in tow. 
He broke into tears as he explained that he had 
to put him down. Now every time I am outside, 
my neighbor stops to chat. 
 
What saddens me is that today we are living in a 
time when most of us don't know our neighbors 
– even at the most basic level. 
 
I grew up in a neighborhood where we knew all 
the neighbors. It wasn't unheard of to simply 
place a light knock on the door, open it and 
announce yourself. These were the neighbors 
that if you needed an egg or a cup of flour, you 
didn't think twice about asking. 
 
As a teenager, I was none too pleased with how 
well we knew our neighbors. If I was squealing 
my tires or speeding, the report of my behavior 
often reached home before I did. It was bad 
enough having one set of parents, let alone half 
the neighborhood. 
 
We now live in a time where many people fear 
their neighbors or live in suspicion of them. This 
fear elevates even further if our neighbors are 
recent immigrants or people of a different color. 
 
The scriptures are a powerful reminder that we 
never know who is knocking on our door and 
you, like me, might be surprised that the person 
knocking is hoping you will receive the gift they 
have in store for you. 
 

  



FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 

August Financial Report General Fund 

 

August 
Actual 

August 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
 Envelope/Loose 

Giving $17,472.01  $23,094.05  $193,139.23  $202,593.13  ($9,453.90) 
 Other Income $13,188.14  $9,524.99  $172,251.98  $123,199.96  $49,052.02  
 Total Income $30,660.15  $32,619.04  $365,391.21  $325,793.09  $39,598.12  
 

 
          

 Expenses $44,677.58  $45,193.35  $338,168.34  $346,527.63  ($8,359.29) 
 

 
          

 Surplus / (Loss) ($14,017.43) ($12,574.31) $27,222.87  ($20,734.54) $47,957.41  
 

       Cash Balance $52,281.18  
     

       Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance 

(actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If 

you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In August,  these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet 
in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship, 
provided space for AA groups, Ballard Little League, Renewal, provided space and hosted Sunday Dinner, hosted weekly text 
study for area pastors, held Kids Camp, financially helped support Earth Ministry. 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 

 

The anthem the choir sang a few weeks ago was Coming Home with 
lyrics by William Kirkpatrick. While Jerry Shierk chose it in memory of 
his wife Joanne, it turned to be an appropriate anthem that day for 
other reasons for a number of people. The anthem expresses the 
welcoming of returning to the loving arms of God and is often sung at 
memorial services as it was for Joanne’s service. It also expresses 
returning to the loving arms of our church community.   

 
As the choir rehearsed the piece, a soprano told us of how it spoke to her of the return of her 
husband from a cross-country bicycle trip and others linked it to returning from summer jobs. Later 
as I sat down in ‘my’ pew and greeted the couple behind me, it connected with their returning from 
a family visit. At coffee hour, others talked about returning from their summer travels. Those who 
are returning are glad to be back and those who stayed behind are happy to see them back.  
 
This time of year as we come back together from being away during the summer we are returning to 
the familiar, loving arms of God borne out in our community. Welcome back! We missed you! 
 
In Peace, 
 
Ann Maki 
  



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR  OCTOBER 
 

Altar Care - Month of October: Sherry Lemmer, Chris McClure, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
 

Acolytes    
October 1 TBD 
October 8 TBD 
October 15 TBD 
October 22 TBD 
October 29 TBD 
 

Assisting Minister 
October 1  Erin Schadt 
October 8  Vicar Sarah 
October 15  Scott Ingham 
October 22  Veronica Redpath 
October 29  Nancy Fisher 
 

Communion Assistants 
October 1  Lisa Laxson, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
October 8  Lauren Jensen, Gunbjorg Ladstein 
October 15  Rosalind Caryl, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
October 22  Kathy Johnson, Leotagail Kramer 
October 29  Edna Peterson, TBD 
 

Counters 
October 1  Sue Clauson, Kelly Fahlman 
October 8  Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
October 15  Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud 
October 22  Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth 
October 29  Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
 

Lectors 
October 1  Gordon Kramer 
October 8  Kathy Johnson 
October 15  Gunbjorg Ladstein 
October 22  Karrin Daniels 
October 29  Keita Horn 
 

Ushers 
October 1  Jenny Holm, TBD 
October 8  Sherry Lemmer, Kim Peterson 
October 15  Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer & John Schwartz 
October 22  Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
October 29  TBD 
 

Van Drivers 
October 1  Dave Hilmoe 
October 8  Kim Peterson 
October 15  Tina Aure 
October 22  Ray Gooch 
October 29  Dave Hilmoe  



 

I CARE FOR OCTOBER 
 

I CARE SUNDAY is October 22nd and the recipient will be Faith Action Network. FAN is a statewide 
interfaith advocacy non-profit organization through which thousands of people and over 70 faith 
communities across Washington State partner for the common good. It is a network of congregations that 
believe justice work is part of our religious calling, communicates with elected officials about critical social 
issues, and advocates for a more just and sustainable world. Our Vicar, Sarah, is also an intern for FAN. 
 

A Partnership for the Common Good - Together, we are a 
powerful voice of the faithful building a more just, peaceful, and 
sustainable world.   
 

DISCERNMENT 
 

BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH:  2017-18 DISCERNMENT PERIOD 
 

DEADLINE for Submitting “Internal Listening” Forms 
 

Hello, BFL members and friends: 
 

As a reminder, we need your input to BFL’s review and refinement of our mission and ministry going 
forward.  Forms are available in Haavik Hall and were sent out in the September newsletter. 
 

Please get your forms back to BFL by or before Sunday, October 15- by mail or by putting them into 
the “Completed Forms” pocket in the display in Haavik Hall. 
 

Thanks for your input. 
 
 

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 
 

 
25 adults and kids from BFL volunteered at Food Lifeline (the food bank's food bank) - we took almost 2,000 
lbs of ground bulk coffee and repackaged it into 2-lb bags, which will make its way to area food banks. What 
a great day! Thank you to all who came and most of all to Food Lifeline for its great work!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/FoodLifeline/?fref=mentions


 

REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY 

 
                                Join us for 

“To All the World” 
A fundraiser benefitting the ministry of 

 

The Church of Steadfast Love 

 
Saturday, October 14, 2017 

5 p.m.-8 p.m. 
 

Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church 

 
 

                                     206-474-1007  

               PastorKristy@compasshousingalliance.org 

  

Come to support this congregation!  

Dinner, raffle and entertainment with the Uncle Pens!   

BFL has contributed a Scandinavian basket – very popular raffle item! 
 
 
 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 
 
 

We have had a fairly smooth transition this school year, with a few of the one year olds taking a 
bit of time to settle in. All of the other children are happy to have moved up to the "big kids' 
class!" We welcomed thirteen new families to the center this year, plus five returning families  : ) 
Two families bring us the next generation, as the mom of a one year old, as well as the mom of a 
new three year old, also attended BFLCC as children. All of the children seem to be having a great 
time with new friends, activities and teachers! 
  

We look forward to the new season, with cooler temperatures and all of the changes in nature 
that we can observe in fall. The Rainbow Room has already made a fall scents collage - using a 
LOT of glue, I might add, so that all of their items will stick! I think it will be another great year : ) 
  

Enjoy fall, Ms. Karen & Staff 
 
 

 

 
 

NEW DIRECTORY 

 
Despite many eyes proofreading the new directory, there are some mistakes! Please take a look at your 
information and let the office know if corrections need to be made.  Thank you.  

Suggested Donation: $25 

 

Open Door Ministries Gala & 
Auction—25th Anniversary 
 
The annual ODM auction is on November 4 at 
South Seattle Community College. This fun 
event is ODM’s primary fundraiser, allowing 
us to continue into our 26th year of ministry 
connecting the LGBTQ community with 
churches, and working with churches toward 
becoming Reconciling in Christ. We invite you 
to register to attend the auction by visiting 
our website at www.opendoorelca.org  
(click on the Auction tab).   
 
Thank you for your support of this ministry of 

the NW WA ELCA. 



 

REFORMATION CELEBRATION ON OCTOBER 28TH! 
 

We invite you to party like it is 1517 and roll in the Reformation. 
 

Saturday, October 28th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

It's the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and so what are we going to do?!?! 
We're going to party and celebrate like Martin Luther would want us to. 

 

"Whoever drinks beer, he is quick to sleep; whoever sleeps long, does not sin; whoever 
does not sin, enters Heaven! Thus, let us drink beer!" said by Martin Luther! 
 

We hope that you will join us as on Saturday, October 28th at 6:00pm as we celebrate the 
500th anniversary of the Reformation and embark on the next 500 years of Reforming! 
 

FALL WORK AND CLEAN-UP DAY 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR FALL WORK AND CLEAN-UP DAY 
Saturday, October 7th. It’s time to spruce up the grounds and polish the pews. 
Rain or shine, indoor and outdoor projects will begin at 9am. Pastries, fruit, coffee 
and hot chocolate will be provided. Come for as long as you’re able. 
 
 

 

A NOTE FROM THE CAPTAIN 
 

I want to thank the Church for keeping me in their prayers during my illness. It has been, and continues to be, a solid 
anchor for my faith. I want to especially thank Pastor Erik for his visits at home and in the hospital, Nancy & Clair F., 
Robin M., and Kristen W2 for the food and casseroles, which have kept me nutritionally sound during my illness. 
 

For those who don't know, I have developed stage five (5) Chronic Kidney Disease (CKD). As a result, I have lost 
over 30 pounds, leaving your Captain without the energy or strength to do my docent/caretaker work at BFL, which 
I have loved doing. 
 

I have visited UW Hospital Emergency (a very expensive B&B) twice this year. I was very fortunate to have Dr. Pichler 
diagnose and check me into ER, a life-saving intervention! Dr Pichler has suggested, and I have accepted his advice, 
that I have a kidney transplant rather than machine dialysis. This choice is mine. I arrived at this final decision because 
Dr. Pichler said there is a 20% mortality rate in dialysis, and only a 1% rate with a transplant (My kind of odds!!) 
 

I am currently seeking a donor, preferably someone who has an “O” blood type. I have had great success so far in 
having some very close friends offer, but still need to locate a slightly larger donor base to find the perfect match. 
I am reaching out to the faith community and all of you in the hopes I will find one.  
 

Seattle & UW Hospital are the best location for this type of procedure in the nation, and a major pioneer in kidney 
transplantation. I am looking forward with great expectation to this next phase in my life – must keep a positive 
attitude, you know! ;) 
 

I am currently stable and feeling good. For this, I truly thank our Lord every day! God's Peace to you, and thank 
you for listening.   
      

Your Brother in Christ, Captain Dale :) 



 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER IN WORSHIP! 
 

CALLING ALL BAKER WANABES! 
On Tuesday, October 3rd at 10:00 am a group of us will be making communion wafers in 
Haavik Hall.  It’s as easy as making a pie! We use pastry cutters, pastry sheets and rolling pins, 
so if you have any of these please bring them. 
 
If you have any questions, please call or text Jan Holm at 206-351-4942 or email at 
janmholm@comcast.net. 

 

USHERS NEEDED The first smiling faces you see on Sunday morning! Ushers hand out worship bulletins, 

collect the offering, and direct people to communion. Rotation is usually every 4 or 5 weeks. Contact the 
office at office@bflcs.org or 206-784-1306. 
 
 
 

FESTIVAL OF ST. FRANCIS AND BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
The Festival of St. Francis and the Blessing of the Animals will be on Sunday, 
October 8th.  Live animals are welcome to join us in the narthex for a 
procession into worship at the start of the 10:00am service and then stay for 
the service.  If you don’t have a live pet, children are welcome to bring a 
stuffed animal. 
 
 

 

PRE K - 5TH GRADE- "MIGHTY SOUND KIDS CHOIR" 
Join us every Sunday morning in the sanctuary from 9:00 a.m. -9:15 a.m. for 
"Mighty Sound Kids Choir". We will be worshiping through song, sound and 
percussive instruments. All children from preschool through 5th grade are 
welcome.  
 

6TH GRADE- 12TH GRADE: "BFL YOUTH CHOIR"  
Join us every Sunday after worship in the choir room from 11:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. We will be exploring an 
array of choral music for young singers. Youth with instruments are encouraged to come and share their gifts. 
All youth from 6th-12th grade are welcomed and encouraged to join us regardless of musical experience.  
 

ADULT CHOIR 
Join us every Thursday evening in Haavik Hall from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. and every Sunday morning at 9:15 
a.m. in the choir room upstairs. Help us build a welcoming church community through our leadership in 
choral music. Through various styles of music, we learn how to sing in an ensemble, develop healthy vocal 
techniques, and musically lead Sunday worship service. All are welcome regardless of musical skill or 
experience. Instrumentalists, please email Molly at barnesma@plu.edu for additional musical involvement.  
 

EXPLORE THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN SPIRITUAL 
As a historically Scandinavian-immigrant based community, it is our social responsibility to explore the diverse 
stories of all the peoples of our vast nation. One of the ways to do this is through lens of music and art. The 
African- American Spiritual has a deeply rooted place in American history, music history and the history of the 
Christian church. Join us twice a month to learn, sing, and experience this beautiful and relevant genre of 
music. Please email Molly at barnesma@plu.edu for more information.  


