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November 1, 2019
Dear Friends in Christ,
Coca Cola was sold in bottles for the first time. Norman Rockwell was born.
Grover Cleveland was the US President. Milton S. Hershey established the
Hershey Chocolate Company in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Rudyard Kipling wrote,
“The Jungle Book.” Under the banner of “the Army of the Commonwealth in
Christ,” unemployed workers marched in the first significant popular protest
march in US history, traveling from Ohio to Washington, DC And, in April, the
Hendricks family hosted a gathering in their home in Ballard, Washington, inviting
the Millan and Offerdal families over for a meeting to discuss the possibility of
forming a Lutheran church in Ballard. What do these things have in common?
They all took place in 1894.
One hundred twenty-five years later, Coca Cola and Hershey’s Chocolates
have expanded their operations a bit, twenty-one more presidents have taken the
Oath of Office (sometimes for better, sometimes for worse), Rockwell paintings
sell for a pretty penny, “The Jungle Book” has been made into both animated and
live-action movies, people still find reasons to march for a more just and peaceful
society, and the faithful prayers of those who met in the Hendricks home hoping
to establish a church were answered as Ballard First Lutheran Church was
formed... and continues to reform herself to this very day.
It is gratifying to look back and offer thanks and praise for what God has
done among the people of BFL these past 125 years. It is rewarding to be the
church in this place, in community with one another and in communion with God.
It is also especially important that we look forward to what God will yet do among
us. And, of course, it is joyfully challenging to be the church in these times.
In that spirit, the congregation’s Consecration Sunday is scheduled to take
place on November 17. That day, you are invited to make your offerings of time,
treasure, and talent for 2020 in the form of a pledge. This helps us look forward to
the ways we will observe Year #126 and beyond! Fittingly for this 125th
anniversary, the theme for this year’s Consecration Sunday is “Gifts From Our
Ancestors.”

FROM THE PASTOR cont.
That same day, we will also receive a special 125th Anniversary Thank-Offering (envelopes for the
occasion are attached to this issue of Ballard Blessings). In addition to your regular contributions, we ask
you to consider making a gift that helps us to honor and continue 125 years of ministry in this place!
Think of what 125 years of ministry has meant for the countless people who have benefited from it!
Perhaps you would like to give one dollar for every one of those twenty-five years ($125.00). Or maybe
you would like to give half of that ($62.50). Or a quarter of that ($31.25). You might wish to give $10.00
dollars for each year of ministry ($1,250.00). Or $100.00 for each year ($12,500.00). Or be creative with
your own number.
And, if this is not the season in life for you to make such a contribution or if you feel like you are
already giving generously and faithfully, that’s perfectly fine, too! Remember, according to what Paul
said to the Corinthians, “The Lord loves a cheerful giver.”
Thanks for the many ways you show generosity!
Erik

CONSECRATION SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 17TH

Gifts From Our Ancestors
Consecration Sunday will be on November 17, 2019. This year's consecration theme will be Gifts from
Our Ancestors as we continue to celebrate our 125th Anniversary!
In keeping with this theme, please send Pastor Elise any stories you have about the gifts previous
generations have made to Ballard First Lutheran! We encourage you to think creatively for these stories
--- for the gifts that have been passed down through the years aren't just physical gifts, but spiritual gifts
as well!
In preparation for this day, please prayerfully consider the ways in which God is calling you to give of
your time, money, and resources. This time of year offers the perfect opportunity to do a short fiscal
wellness check-up --- is your current budget aligned with your values; have you considered including a
tithe to the church in your will and/or estate plan; are there areas where God is encouraging you to use
your gifts to serve? Your gifts are a blessing to our community here at Ballard First as well as to our
larger community. Thank you for all that you do!

I CARE FOR NOVEMBER
I CARE SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 24th AND THE RECIPIENT WILL BE THE LUTHERAN WORLD HUNGER
APPEAL. ELCA World Hunger is a comprehensive and sustainable program that uses multiple strategies relief, development, education, and advocacy - to address the root causes of hunger and poverty. ELCA
World Hunger responds to neighbors around the corner and around the world. The international work of
ELCA World Hunger is carried out with trusted partners, notably Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and the
Lutheran World Federation (LWF). Because of these long-held connections to partners around the world,
ELCA World Hunger efforts are efficient and effective.

FROM OUR BISHOP

Dear Pastor Wilson Weiberg, Pastor Scott, and Beloveds at Ballard First Lutheran,
It is with joy and delight that I bring you greetings from the Northwest Washington
Synod of the ELCA. I am filled with thanksgiving for the work and ministry that Ballard
First Lutheran has done for the past 125 years. I am so glad I was able to be with you last
week. I wish you joy this week in your celebration.
I think back to what was happening in Ballard in 1894 when Ballard First Lutheran was
formed. Pastor Kvam and the first members would have a hard time recognizing the
Ballard they knew with today. Language, transportation, technology, and so much has
changed. And yet, for 125 years faithful and good ministry has happened. Hundreds
have heard the gospel. Hundreds have been baptized. Hundreds have been fed at the
Table of Holy Communion. Hundreds have been sent out to share the good news of
Jesus. And through these hundreds, thousands have been touched and changed by God.
Saints of Ballard First Lutheran, I thank you for your vital and necessary ministry in the
neighborhood and in this world for 125 years.
Of course, on this anniversary, we not only celebrate the past 125 years but also look to
the future. As people of hope, we trust and celebrate that the Holy Spirit is moving and
active. We look towards the next 125 years, knowing that much will change and yet also
knowing that Jesus is here, amongst us, leading and guiding us through the Holy Spirit
into this future. As Jesus promises in the gospel of John, “And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.
What a wonderful day! As you remember the past and rejoice into the future, please
know I am celebrating with you. I thank you for your ministry, your partnership, and
your dedication to loving and welcoming all people through Christ. Blessings to you all
on this 125th Anniversary.
In God’s Abundant Joy,

Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT
September Financial Report General Fund
September
Budget

Year To
Date Actual

Year To
Date Budget

Year To
Date
Variance

$23,470.72
$1,105.93
$24,576.65

$30,711.69
$7,286.24
$37,997.93

$213,645.01
$98,968.88
$312,613.89

$248,410.24
$114,726.16
$363,136.40

($34,765.23)
($15,757.28)
($50,522.51)

$3,172.40

$41,848.02

$364,776.67

$397,074.93

($32,298.26)

$21,404.25

($3,850.09)

($52,162.78)

($33,938.53)

($18,224.25)

September
Actual
Envelope/Loose
Giving
Other Income
Total Income
Expenses
Surplus / (Loss)
Cash Balance
Savings Balance

$15,050.34
$ 290,536.46

Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the
variance (actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall
financial situation. If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members.

In September, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet
in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship in our
church van, celebrated Rally Day and the Blessing of the Backpacks and Care More/Car Less Sunday – Blessing of the Bikes,
First Friday Dinner Out, held weekly Bible Study, provided space for Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, hosted the Sunday Dinner
program, provided space for AA groups, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, financially helped support Earth Ministry.

STEWARDSHIP
This month we are being asked to prayerfully consider our commitment to Ballard First Lutheran and make a pledge
of our time, talent and treasure for 2020. Each of us has unique gifts to bring to the community and the community is
stronger for those gifts. I am finding 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 helpful in my discernment about what I will give in 2020:
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit,
to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit
chooses.
What is the Spirit stirring in you to give in 2020? No matter what your gift is, please join me and
turn in a pledge card on Consecration Sunday.
In Peace, Ann Maki

SERVANT LEADERS FOR NOVEMBER
Altar Care - Month of November: Tina Aure, Marcia Nelson, Edna Peterson
Assisting Minister
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Karin Swanson

Scott Ingham

Communion Assistants
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Gunbjorg Ladstein
Kathy Johnson, Edna Peterson
Joan Peterson, Kim Peterson
Kathy Johnson

Counters
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud
Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall
Jan Holm, Ramona Leer
Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth

Lectors
November 3
November 11
November 18
November 25

Jerry Shierk
Gunbjorg Ladstein
Tom Tocher
Keita Horn

Ushers
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer, Kim Peterson
Laurie Fladhus, Eric Green, John and Jennifer Schwartz
Jenny Holm, Glenn Hare, and Amelia Hare
David Austin, Laurie Austin, and Farid Chouery

Van Drivers
November 3
November 10
November 17
November 24

Bruce Webster
Tina Aure
Ray Gooch

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL IN NOVEMBER
Children's Sunday School will continue to meet from 9:15 am to 9:45 am on Sunday mornings in the Kangaroo Room
of the Ballard First Childcare Center! This month's topics include the following:
November 3, 2019 - Zacchaeus (based on Luke 19:1-10);
November 10, 2019 - The Sadducee's Question (based on Luke 20:27-38)
November 17, 2019 - God's Love is Forever (based on Luke 21: 5-19)
November 24, 2019 - The Day Jesus Died (based on Luke 23:33-43)
These Bible stories offer a wonderful opportunity to talk to your children about your faith and their faith! Thus, we
invite you to consider the following questions each week as a family:
1. For "Zacchaeus" - If Jesus came to your house for dinner, what would you make him? Would you serve him his
dinner like you would any other house guest or would you treat him differently? What are some ways your
family cares for others? Are there other or additional ways your family could care for others?
2. For "The Sadducee's Question" - Where have you experienced God in your life this week? If you could ask Jesus
one question, what would it be? Why? If you imagine heaven as including people and things from this life, how
can we better appreciate those people and things now?
3. For "God's Love is Forever" - How does it help you to know God is everywhere and that God always loves
us? What do you love about your church building? What do you love about the people at your church?
4. For "The Day Jesus Died" - What are some ways we can continue to show love for those who have died? What
do we learn from the two criminals who were executed with Jesus?
November Bonus Activity for Families: November is the month in which we celebrate Consecration Sunday, which
is the Sunday we offer up our pledge cards so that we can begin planning our financial gifts for the following
year! Thus, this is the perfect opportunity for families to come together and talk about why we give! Some
questions you can consider together include how does our faith encourage us to give; how is God calling us to give;
what are some ways that we as a family already give; are there more ways that we as a family could give; and if so,
what are some of those ways?

NOVEMBER YOUTH ACTIVITIES
November is another month filled with fun adventures for our youth. All students age 6th grade to 12th
grade are invited to attend and participate in the following activities:
Coffee Wednesdays - Coffee Wednesdays will be held on November 6, 2019, November 13, 2019, and
November 20, 2019. We will not meet on November 27, 2019 due to the Thanksgiving holiday. Each Wednesday, we
will meet at Grumpy D's Coffee (7001 15th Ave NW, Seattle, WA, 98117) for a time of fellowship, games, and
coffee! The first drink is on us! Feel free to bring friends - the more, the merrier is our motto!
Zoo Adventure - On Saturday, November 9, 2019, we will head to the Woodland Park Zoo for an afternoon zoo
adventure! Please plan to meet at the church at 12:45 p.m. and please bring $15.50 for admission to the zoo! If you
would like to purchase snacks and/or souvenirs while we're there, be sure to bring a little extra money! We will return
to the church by about 4:15 p.m.
Help us make care packages for BFL's College Students! Immediately, following worship on November 24, 2019,
we will be making care packages for BFL's college students to lift their spirits and their energy as they prepare for
finals! Please join us in Haavik Hall to prepare these packages of good cheer and to remind our college students just
how much we here at Ballard First love and support them!
Looking Ahead - On December 1, 2019, we will have our second Confirmation mini-retreat of the year! All
confirmands are strongly encouraged to participate. Youth who have already completed confirmation are welcome to
attend as well! We will meet immediately following worship to head down to the Ballard Farmer's Market to learn
more about local and sustainable produce. At the Farmer's Market, we will purchase ingredients to make vegetable
soup and upon our return to the church, we will make vegetable soup which will then be used as part of our Soup
Supper on December 4, 2019! It should be a fun-filled, educational afternoon!
We hope to see you there!

OUR LIFE TOGETHER
Black Friday Hike, Friday, November 29th at 2:00
p.m. at Discovery Park: Let’s opt outside together!
We will meet in the North Parking Lot at 2:00 p.m. We
will decide on which trail to explore based on the
preference of the group. Everyone is welcome!
Contact Monica for more information –
(803) 944-7008.

Ballard First Fridays at Crown Hill Broiler- Friday, December 6th @ 5:00 p.m.: Meet up
for an informal, dutch-treat dinner. Each month, we will announce a different restaurant
where we will gather to enjoy a meal and fellowship with Ballard First on the First Friday of
the month. No need to RSVP, just show up, order at the counter, and look for the table with
the BFL sign! Questions? Monica Scott - (803) 944-7008 or monicakscott@gmail.com.

Join Pacific Lutheran University in one of the most beloved holiday traditions in the
Northwest, as The Choir of the West, University Chorale and University Symphony
Orchestra presents PLU’s annual Christmas concert
Monday, Dec. 9th at 7:30 p.m. at Benaroya Hall
Tickets - $25.00 –

Sign up in Haavik Hall
Questions – Molly Barnes barnesma@plu.edu
ADVOCACY
Want to attend the Annual Dinner on November 10 at Renton's
Pavilion Event Center? (233 Burnett Avenue South)
It starts at 5:30 and by 8pm, you'll know a lot more about

FAN! Carpools, anyone? Go to www.fanwa.org
Gather with faith leaders and advocates from across the state to continue to move forward the work for the common
good. We will present our annual awards to advocacy leaders and invite your continuing support of our mission.

HOLDEN VILLAGE IN 2020

ONCE AGAIN BFL GOES TO HOLDEN!
We are scheduled to go to Holden Village for the week of
Saturday, June 27th to Friday, July 3rd.
Watch for more details. Please let the office know if you
are interested in going, office@bflcs.org.

Holden Village is a unique Lutheran retreat center situated in the rugged beauty of the Cascade
Mountains. Guests enjoy opportunities for alpine hiking, rich learning, arts and crafts, quiet
conversation, boisterous games, stimulating Bible study, and creative worship.

OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED

THIS ADVENT WE WILL BE COLLECTING SOCKS FOR THE BALLARD URBAN
REST STOP. The Urban Rest Stop provides a clean, safe and welcoming facility
where individuals and families experiencing homelessness can come and use
restrooms, laundry facilities and shower. New socks make such a difference.
You can bring socks to Haavik Hall during Advent worship and on Sundays.

BALLARD FOOD BANK - Help stock the hygiene
cupboard! Bin for donations is in Haavik Hall.

Hygiene Items:










Baby (sizes 4, 5, & 6 only) &
Adult Diapers
Diaper Wipes
Shampoo
Conditioner
Soap
Lotion
Deodorant
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste



Razors
Toilet Paper
Feminine Hygiene Items
Other:
 Gas Cards
 Metro/Bus Tickets



ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL IN NOVEMBER
We meet on Sundays in Haavik Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 8:50 a.m. We value learning and lively
conversation! Join us!
November 3: “For All the Saints”
On a weekend in which we celebrate the 125th Anniversary of Ballard First Lutheran, we think about
some of the faithful people who have touched our lives, and have since died. We will also undertake a
special project on behalf of grieving families.
November 10: “Race Matters: Living Under Fascism”
This is the first of a series of periodical classes in 2019-20 in which we will focus on issues of race,
white supremacy, and what it means to live multiculturally. Nazi Germany was fueled by a vision of a
“master race.” Pastor Erik Wilson Weiberg will host a conversation with BFL members Gard Jones and
Kari Knudsen as they recount what it was like to grow up as young girls in Norway under Nazi
occupation.
November 17: “Pathways to God: There’s More Than One Way”
How do you experience God? Are you a naturalist, bound to love God through the great outdoors? Are
you a traditionalist whose imagination is captivated by ritual and symbol? Are you a caregiver, loving
God through loving others? Or maybe you are an activist who loves by God engaging in the great and
weighty issues of our day. This day, Pastor Erik Wilson Weiberg will introduce the book, Sacred
Pathways, by Pacific Northwest author Gary Thomas. Participants will be invited to consider the
pathways that most powerfully draw them more fully into the holy and will even be invited to
complete a questionnaire that might bring clarity to their own faith journey.
November 24: “Race Matters: Immigration and Sensitive Locations”
“Sensitive Locations” are places where certain enforcement actions of immigration agents, such as ICE
officers, are restricted. Sensitive locations include, but are not limited to: schools, hospitals, places of
worship, and public demonstrations. We will be joined by Adriana Ortiz-Serrano, Sensitive Locations
Project Coordinator of El Centro de la Raza who will help us navigate one response to the immigration
crisis and who will talk about what it means for churches who choose to become sensitive locations.

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER
Our Pre-K classroom went up to Columbia Lutheran Nursing
Home, to sing some Halloween songs for the residents. They
sang, "In the Graveyard," "5 Little pumpkins," "Spirit
Wonderland," and "I'm a Little Scarecrow." The Activities
Coordinator even had nice treat bags made up for the
children!
We are very pleased that the fence in our west playground has
been replaced. Not only is it safe, but it looks good as well.

Fall Blessings, Ms. Karen & Staff

