
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

  

9:00am Education 
10:00am Worship 

Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 
 
 

Special Events in November 
 

Fall Work and Clean-up Day – Saturday, November 5th
 

Nonpartisan Election Day Prayer Service – Tuesday, November 8th 
Stewardship Carnival – Sunday, November 13th 
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November 1, 2016 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Bishop Kirby Unti attended our October church council meeting and shared 
his thoughts about our congregation in light of what was then Pastor Laurie’s 
impending departure. Among other things, he cautioned us about the possibility of 
what he described as a “leadership vacuum.” Everyone understood.  We are all 
very conscious of the major impact Pastor Laurie’s ministry had on the life of this 
congregation. We are deeply aware that we are not the same congregation 
without her. And that is why it was so important that our first order of business 
was to say goodbye to Pastor Laurie in a way that reflected the great care and 
excellence with which she practiced ministry for sixteen years in this place. 

 So where do we go from here? A number of people have asked me that 
question. The truth is, I have wondered myself. So much has changed. I have 
served here for over twenty years now. This is not the same congregation that 
was here when I arrived in 1996 (in a whole other millennium!). I am not the 
same pastor as the one who came to Ballard all those years ago. And this is 
definitely not the same Ballard. 

I say all of this as a way of suggesting that perhaps the next thing we 
should do is ask questions of ourselves and of our community. What are the 
primary needs in our neighborhood and how are we equipped to minister unto 
them? What gifts are needed for this time in this place? What are our unique gifts? 
If I could be so bold, it is my hope that we will take this opportunity to reconsider 
our ministry in this exceptional time and place. In the coming weeks and months, I 
am sure that our leadership will begin to help us chart a course into what I believe 
will be an uncertain but promising future.  They will probably make some short-
term staffing decisions that will allow us time to make wise decisions about our 
long-term future. 

In the meantime, our work of ministry continues. Dinner will be served to the 

hungry every Sunday evening. The choir will rehearse on Thursday nights. Lutheran 

Youth of North Seattle will continue to conduct its ministry of witness, service, 

education, worship, and fun. There will be Sunday school and Bible study.  The fleet 

will get blessed. 



 

FROM PASTOR ERIK (continued) 
 

 

Now, more than any time I can remember, your participation in the life of our congregation is vitally 

important! And so it is that I invite you to put aside time immediately after worship on Sunday, November 13. And 

join us for what we are calling a “stewardship carnival.” There will be games and treats and prizes. There will also be 

opportunities for you to learn about some of our congregation’s ministries and to think about how you might continue 

to be involved or how you might become involved in something you haven’t tried yet. You will also be invited to 

consider your financial commitment to the church in 2017. Then, on Sunday, December 4, we will observe 

“Commitment Sunday.” That day, you will be invited to make your commitments of time, talent, and treasure during 

morning worship.  
 

You are loved and needed! 

Pastor Erik W2 
 

 

VICAR REFLECTIONS 
 

Greetings sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

Another month, another newsletter—I’ve been with you for two months already! Maybe it has felt like such a 
whirlwind because one third of my week I’m down at the Faith Action Network of Washington. This really is a 
unique internship because my time this year is divided between “vicaring” at BFL and “organizing” at FAN. 
 

FAN is a multi-faith statewide network of folks that have come together to advocate and take public action for 
justice. I’ve come to know FAN, in essence, as a conduit between the core values that come with a life of faith 
and the reality of our democratic process. FAN has four areas of focus for its advocacy and lobbying work—
criminal justice, economic justice, environmental justice, and health care. 
 

FAN is a 501c3 and, therefore, they do not take positions on candidates. They do not tell their network how to 
vote. They do, however, help organize candidate forums and meetings with representatives. They do also make 
recommendations about ballot initiatives based on the decisions of their multi-faith board of directors—either 
positive, negative, or no position. 
 

So far, my tasks have included doing organizing with ELCA congregations. I communicate with them about 
upcoming events and make sure they’re up to date on FAN’s calendar and activities. Also, I do out-reach to ELCA 
congregations that are curious about FAN and interested in joining. Once a month I will travel to a congregation 
in WA to preach or lead an adult forum. This Nov. 6th  I will be preaching down at Peace Lutheran in Puyallup 
waving the FAN flag. 
 

I look forward to seeing how this advocacy and organizing work will shape my ministry with you all. Please have 
no hesitation contacting me if you have any questions about FAN! 
 

In peace, Vicar Joshua 

 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
 

In order to protect the privacy of congregants, their extended families and community members, we are only 
publishing names in the monthly newsletter. The newsletter is published on our website and has the possibility of 
greater distribution. Remember, the Lord already knows the details.  
 

As a community we gather in Christ’s love to support one another in prayer:   
Kathryn Buffum, Jack Drexel, Doug Lange, Jay Schwartz, Joanne Shierk, , Family of Harley Solberg, Wendy Wilson, Erik 
Wilson Weiberg  
  



 

 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

The Spirit’s Gift of Imagination 
  

 By the Rev. Kirby Unti, NWWA Synod Bishop 

 From the November 2016 Edition of The Spirit 

 

Kim has been taking care of kids in our home for over three decades.  Every day 

she plans some form of art project, science experiment, or puzzle that requires 

solving.  It is a joy to see these children light up and dive into the challenge of the 

day.  Kim is a wonder at being able to set them free to enter into the experience 

while at the same time offering them the necessary encouragement or just the right 

question if they start to feel defeated.  Teaching children to trust their imagination 

and to follow their own wonder enriches their sense of life and value. 

 

I have always believed that one of the gifts that comes from being created in the image of the creator is 

to be blessed with imagination.  It takes imagination to navigate life.  It takes wonder to venture off in 

new directions. 

 

There are a zillion examples of how imagination is at work.  One fine example that I marvel at is the 

new Evergreen Point Bridge.  I have been equally amazed at how it has been staged and built as I have 

been by the demolition of the old bridge.  How in the world can someone figure out how to do either of 

these tasks? 

 

Kim’s father was the chief engineer for Boeing on the Apollo project.  I loved to hear him tell stories of 

how they put a man on the moon without knowing how to do it.  They literally were figuring it out as 

they went. 

 

I love when I see the handiwork of another and can stand back and say.  “Now isn’t that clever” or 

“Why didn’t I think of that.” 

 

Kim loves to use her imagination in preparing a meal and presenting it for consumption.  She puts a lot 

of thought and care into how the table is set, how the food is arranged on the table, right down to what 

place settings and serving pitchers to use. 

 

There is something that happens when we become a recipient of another person’s imagination and care.  

It adds a measure of life to our person. 

 

While serving the office of bishop, I have become keenly aware of how important the roles of 

imagination and care are with respect to the vitality of our churches and leaders.  Churches, regardless of 

size, experience vitality when they invite imagination from their members and put a level of care into all 

that they do.  This contrasts sharply with doing what we have always done and not varying from it.  

Leaders who lose their sense of imagination often lose a sense of hope. 

 

I am convinced that imagination is the work of the Holy Spirit - breathing new life into all that we do.   

The author of Ephesians says it well, “Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine. “ (Ephesians 3:20) 

 

My prayer for you and the whole church is for the Holy Spirit to stir deeply our imaginations that we 

might invest great care into the challenges and opportunities we face.  

 

 



 

STEWARDSHIP CARNIVAL 
 

 
 

The Ballard First Lutheran Stewardship Carnival 
 

Sunday, November 13th following worship 
 
 

Come and enjoy fellowship, have fun and learn more about 
volunteer and stewardship opportunities! 

 
There will be carnival food, games and prizes for all ages! 
 

 

 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 

The children are looking forward to their classroom Halloween 
parties and dressing up. We'll have lots of Ninja Turtles, 
Superheroes and Princesses! Our oldest class went to the 
Columbia Lutheran Home this week and sang a variety of songs 
about pumpkins, cats and Frankenstein...oooh, scary! The Pre-
Ks are also learning many of the season's words in sign 

language, taught by one of our teachers : )  
 

I'm sure Pastor Laurie knows how much she will be missed by the children and staff of the 
center. The children connect Pastor Laurie with the feeling of happiness and having fun! The staff 
has always appreciated her support over the years and will miss her kindness. I'm hoping the 
small classrooms blanket we made to send with her, will give her cause to pause and pray for us, 
every so often : ) We ask God's blessing on her new venture! 
 
Peace, Ms. Karen & Staff  



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR NOVEMBER  
 

Altar Care Month of November: Tina Aure, Marcia Nelson, Edna Peterson 
 
Acolytes    
November 6 TBD 
November 13 TBD 
November 20 TBD 
November 27 TBD 
 
 

Assisting Minister 
November 6 Karrin Daniels 
November 13 Erin Schadt 
November 20 Chris Bloomquist 
November 27 Josh Jensen 
 
 

Communion Assistants 
November 6 Lauren Jensen, Leotagail Kramer 
November 13 Joan Peterson, Kim Peterson 
November 20 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Edna Peterson 
November 27 Lauren and Josh Jensen  
 
 

Counters 
November 6 Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth 
November 13 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Edralin 
November 20 Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall  
November 27 Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud, Kris Breton 
 
 

Lectors 
November 6 Jerry Shierk 
November 13 Megan Hundley 
November 20 Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
November 27 Keita Horn 
 
 

Ushers 
November 6 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer 
November 13 Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz 
November 20 Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
November 27 Jenny Holm, Nick Host 
 
 

Van Drivers 
November 6 Kim Peterson 
November 13 Ray Gooch 
November 20 Tina Aure 
November 27 Dave Hilmoe 



 

GRATITUDE 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 

Words cannot adequately convey my gratitude to all of you for the send-off. So many memories to cherish. So much 
for which I am thankful. My heart is overflowing with love. As the Apostle Paul put it in his letter to the Philippians, so 
I write to you: 
 

"I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 
you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began 
a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about 
all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment 
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion 
of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God" (Phil. 1:3-11). 
 

In Christ's abiding love, 
+Pastor Laurie 

 

OCTOBER CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Bishop Kirby Unti led a discussion about pastoral transitions and change in general. 
o Suggested a short-term staffing option after Pastor Laurie’s departure: hiring a temporary, part-time 

pastor to “keep us afloat” while we engage in self-assessment and discernment to determine the best 
staffing option long-term.  

o Council voiced consensus that Pastor Erik, in conjunction with the Personnel Committee, may begin work 
with the synod to explore this option.  

 Council approved a request from the choir to purchase new choir robes. 

 Affirmed the seven young people who will be confirmed on 10/30/16 and accepted them as confirmed members 
of BFL.  

 Facilities committee chairperson reported on a few maintenance tasks that are in progress or recently completed.  

 Reviewed the church leadership positions that will be vacated in January.  A large number of council members will 
need to be replaced. 

 Pastor Erik is working on a formal process to affirm BFL member Jessica Zimmerle as a candidate for rostered 
ministry (Word and Service) in the ELCA.  Council supports this action.  

 Childcare Center Chairperson discussed enrollment, some recent building improvements and registering for 
Amazon Smile.  
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting are posted on the bulletin board in the church narthex. Electronic copies of the 

minutes may be requested from the church office.  

I CARE FOR NOVEMBER  
 

I CARE SUNDAY IS NOVEMBER 27TH AND THE RECIPIENT WILL BE THE LUTHERAN WORLD HUNGER APPEAL. ELCA 
World Hunger is a comprehensive and sustainable program that uses multiple strategies - relief, development, 
education, and advocacy - to address the root causes of hunger and poverty. ELCA World Hunger responds to 
neighbors around the corner and around the world. The international work of ELCA World Hunger is carried out with 
trusted partners, notably Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and the Lutheran World Federation (LWF). Because of these 
long-held connections to partners around the world, ELCA World Hunger efforts are efficient and effective.  
  



 

STEWARDSHIP CONNECTIONS                  
 

As we go deeper into autumn with 
winter and the holidays just around the 
corner, the shorter days leave me 
wanting to hibernate and long for the 
sunshine at the same time. I find 
myself thinking about how I’m going to 

‘get through’ another dark season, how I can have 
some light.  
 

I often turn to the Psalms when I look for solace. This 
time it led me to Psalm 18:28 “For You are my lamp; 
the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.” This 
verse gives me hope and challenges me. Hope in that 
my darkness will be lessened. The challenge is in 
letting in the light when I want to hang onto that 
darkness.  
 

Nineteenth century preacher Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon’s commentary on this verse includes  
 

 
 

 

“ . . . The metaphor of the whole verse is founded on 
the fullness of light. The Lord’s presence removes all 
the gloom of sorrow and enables the believer to 
rejoice with exceeding great joy. Lamp lighting is a 
cheerful moment in a winter’s evening, but the 
lighting of God’s countenance in the soul is far 
happier. 
 

. . . We could well afford to part with all earthly 
comforts if the light of God’s love would constantly 
gladden our souls.” 
 

While the Finn in me has a bit of trouble with 
‘exceeding great joy’, I may be able to have a 
brighter winter season if I can part with the desire to 
hibernate and look for ways to let in God’s light.  
How will you let God’s light in during the dark days of 
winter? 
 

In Peace, Ann Maki 
 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

September Financial Report General Fund 
 

 

September 
Actual 

September 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
 Envelope/Loose 

Giving $25,235.39  $21,331.77  $222,253.00  $227,449.86  ($5,196.86) 
 Other Income $11,690.67  $7,775.00  $198,330.47  $122,975.00  $75,355.47  
 Total Income $36,926.06  $29,106.77  $420,583.47  $350,424.86  $70,158.61  
 

 
          

 Expenses $40,041.84  $42,604.47  $409,859.47  $426,440.11  ($16,580.64) 
 

 
          

 Surplus / (Loss) ($3,115.78) ($13,497.70) $10,724.00  ($76,015.25) $86,739.25  
 

       Cash Balance $65,468.04  
      

Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the 

variance (actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our 

overall financial situation. If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In September, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet 
in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship in our 
church van, celebrated Rally Day and the Blessing of the Backpacks and Care More/Car Less Sunday – Blessing of the Bikes, held 
weekly Bible Study, provided space for Boy Scout troops, hosted the Sunday Dinner program, provided space for AA groups, 
provided worship space for St. Paul’s UCC, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, financially helped support Earth Ministry. 
 
 
 



 

 ADVOCACY 
 

 

FAN works for social justice across the state.   
 

2016 Ballot Initiative Guide 
This guide is intended to offer some background information about the five ballot initiatives on which FAN’s 
Governing Board has taken positions.  
 

Int. 1433 – Concerning labor standards of raising the state minimum wage and instituting a paid sick 
and safe leave law. FAN’s Position: Endorses 

 

Int. 1491 – Concerns court-issued extreme risk protection orders to temporarily prevent access to 
firearms. FAN’s  Position: Endorses 

 

Int. 735 – A measure to urge the Washington State Congressional delegation to propose a federal 
constitutional amendment to overturn Citizens United. FAN’s Position: Endorses 

 

Int. 1464 – The Washington Government Accountability Act FAN’s Position: Endorses 
 

Int. 732 – Carbon Emission Tax and Sales Tax Reduction FAN’s Position:  Neutral (the Governing Board neither 
endorses or opposes) 

 

Questions? contact FAN at fan@fanwa.org or phone 206-625-9790.  

No matter how you vote, PLEASE vote in the November 8 Elections  
 

 

FAN's Annual Dinner 
On Sunday, November 20, 2016, Faith Action Network will host their annual fundraising dinner, at the 
beautiful Renton Pavilion Event Center. We look forward to celebrating the victories of the past year 
with you, while gathering together with faith leaders and advocates from across the state to continue 
to move forward our dream for the common good. Special guest Rabbi Ruth Zlotnick of Temple Beth 
Am in Seattle will be our keynote speaker for the evening, and we will present our annual awards to 
advocacy leaders.  This is a great event in which you can support Faith Action Network, with whom 
we share an intern, Vicar Joshua! 

 
 

LYONS 
 

NOVEMBER 6TH - SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE : WHIRLYBALL 
Bring your game face, friends and get ready for the most fun you've had in a bumper car in a while! We are having a 
day playing WhirlyBall! Sign up at roaringlyons.org.  Cost is $30.00 
 

HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT will be November 11-13th – Watch for details! 
 

COMMUNITY EVENT 
 

Norse Home Holiday Bazaar is Sunday, Nov 13th, 9:00am to 3:00pm. Enjoy Swedish 
pancakes from 9:30 to 1:00 & bloody marys and mimosas at the “Bazaar Bar.” Local 
artists will be selling jewelry, watercolors, photography, Christmas decorations & 
chocolate truffles. If any BFL member would like to bring an item for the bakes sale 
that would be greatly appreciated. Call Joan King with questions, 206-941-2293. 

http://fanwa.org/2016-ballot-initiative-guide/


 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH STARTING AT 9AM 
FALL WORK AND CLEAN-UP DAY 
It’s time to spruce up the grounds and polish the pews. Rain or 
shine, indoor and outdoor projects will begin at 9am. Pastries, 
coffee and hot chocolate will be provided. Come for as little or as 
long as you’re able. And remember, as Captain Dale likes to say: 
"many hands make light work” and “there’s a job with your name 
written all over it!”   

 

 

 

MISSION SEWING – MEETING TO CREATE QUILTS FOR LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 
 

Evening Mission Quilting on Monday, on Monday, November 7TH at 7pm 
 
Morning Mission Quilting on Thursday, November 17th at 10am 
 

 
 

CHOIR NEWS             
 

Kids Choir - all children through fifth grade 

As we go forth into the month of November and onward, I look forward to 
continuing to meet for Children's choir at the beginning of each Sunday! This means 
all children through fifth grade will meet me in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings 
from 8:55-9:15. I am hoping to incorporate our participation into worship and would 

love for as many children as possible to be involved! – Molly Barnes 
 

Youth Choir  - middle school, high school, and college aged students  
We will be starting a youth choir at BFL and all middle school, high school, and college aged students are 
encouraged to participate! We will be having an introductory meeting on November 6th after worship in 
the choir room from 11:45-12:30. All are welcome regardless of experience or weekly availability!  
 
                
 
 
 

NONPARTISAN  
ELECTION DAY PRAYER SERVICE 
BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN 
Tuesday, November 8th at 7:00am 
Followed by coffee and donuts in Haavik Hall 

 


