
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

9:00 a.m. Education  
 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 
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Dear Friends In Christ, 

 

I want to extend a heartfelt thank you for all that you did to help make our 

Lenten soup suppers and our many Easter activities such a huge success over the 

past few weeks.   

 

Over the past six weeks, you provided soup so that we could enjoy dinner 

together in community before our Wednesday night worship services, multiple 

bags of candy so that we could host families from our community for an Easter 

egg hunt, and numerous volunteer hours as you joined together to stuff candy 

into Easter eggs and served in various capacities at the Easter Egg Hunt itself, 

the Easter Vigil, and at the Easter breakfast on Easter Sunday! 

 

As I reflect on these many events, it strikes me that there is a common theme 

throughout them --- community!  And what a perfect theme to have 

accompanied us through our Lenten journey to the cross and onward into 

resurrected life. 

 

For throughout Jesus’ life and even into his death, Jesus continually stressed the 

importance of community in his teachings and his ministry --- gathering people 

together for meals, using the gifts of the community to meet the needs of others, 

and encouraging us to serve one another. 

 

Through your service during this time, you embodied the very ministry Jesus 

models for us throughout the Gospels and what a gift to BFL and to the larger 

Ballard community that surrounds our church! 

 

In a world in which our connectedness ironically disconnects us from one 

another, our call to build and foster community is more important than ever.  

Events like the Easter egg hunt, the 17th of May parade, Ballard First Fridays, 

our monthly Ballard Brewery tour, and our annual Kids Camp offer us an 

opportunity to connect with one another and to reach out to our larger 

community as well.  These times together remind us that we never journey 

through life alone and that in both our sorrows and our joys, we are supported by 

one another and by God. 
 

mailto:pastorelise@bflcs.org
mailto:barnesma@plu.edu


FROM THE PASTOR continued 
 

As we continue to celebrate the season of Easter and rejoice in the resurrection and new life that always await 

us, I encourage you not only to continue serving and participating in the life of the church as together we 

strive to build a safe and welcoming community for all who enter our midst, but also to find ways in which 

you can foster community in your daily lives at work, at home, and with your neighbors. 
 

The Easter season reminds us that God has called us into resurrected life --- not so that we can journey 

through life alone, but so that together we may face whatever hardships confront us; so that together we may 

awaken to new life in our risen Christ. 
 

May your Easter season be filled with joy and enriched by the gift of community. 
 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Elise 
 

PASTORAL ACTS IN THE MONTH OF APRIL 
 

Memorials 
 

Lucille Parisi  Virginia Ormbrek  Eleonore Gepner 

                     April 3, 2019   April 6, 2019        April 13, 2019 
 

NEWS AND THANKS 
 

 
 

 

Easter Egg Hunt – THANK YOU! Thanks so much to all of our volunteers who helped make 
our Community Easter Egg Hunt a success this year. We really appreciate those who donated 
candy, stuffed eggs, and volunteered during the hunt. We had a great turnout and everyone 
had a fun time!  
 

Thanks also to all of our volunteers who set up, served, and cleaned up during our Easter 
morning breakfast. We really appreciate everyone’s contributions! 



 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Words of Encouragement 
The Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod 

From the May 2019 edition of The Spirit 
 

Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD!  - Psalm 27:14 
 

I have been pondering what to share with the newly elected bishop.  These are a few of my 
thoughts recorded before the election in order to reach the editor’s deadline.  I thought they 
might be of interest to the whole Synod.   

+ + + + + + + 

 

Dear Newly Elected Bishop, 
 

Know that you were called by God to serve as a 

bishop of this church and that God will provide you 

with all that you will need.   
 

It can be a daunting transition, but there will be many 

who will accompany you.  The people of God will 

pray for you BY NAME on a regular basis.  You will 

have a staff to share the highs and lows with.  You 

will discover, amongst the roster and laity, those who 

will offer you encouragement and graciously speak 

the truth to you. 
 

It is a great privilege to meet so many rostered 

ministers and wonderful lay people.  I was also 

blessed to know better our specialized ministers and 

the amazing work they do. 
 

The Vice President and the Synod Council will be 

your partners in offering leadership and direction. 
 

Quickly, you will head off to Chicago for Bishop’s 

Formation.  It will be a time to bond with your class 

of newly elected bishops.  It is very moving to share 

your call stories and wonder together if you are fit for 

what lies ahead.  I am confident many of my 

classmates will be lifelong friends. 
 

You will also have the rich experience of being part 

of the Conference of Bishops.  It was a real eye 

opener for me coming from the Northwest to 

discover how diverse the practices of this church are.  

Yet, I must say I have never experienced a group that 

works so hard to hear one another and does so in such 

a respectful way.  The Conference became a life line 

for me. 
 

Before you even settle in you will attend the 

Churchwide Assembly where you will experience 

what it means to gather a thousand strong.  You will 

be introduced to the many life-giving ways this 

church is present throughout the world.  It is 

impressive to hear a thousand voices in song and 

prayer.  (And this is from a guy who doesn’t enjoy 

singing!) 
 

The joy awaits you of being able to meet a host of 

judicatory leaders and interfaith leaders.  This is a 

group that is growing stronger in solidarity against 

hate and hostility. They will walk alongside of you as 

together you share the challenges of navigating these 

times.  
 

I encourage you to take advantage of the many ways 

in which Faith Action Network, our Public Policy 

Office, will invite your voice and presence to 

advocate for those who are marginalized by a 

political system that is deeply influenced by privilege 

and power.   
 

One of my biggest surprises was discovering how 

deeply valued the church’s voice is in a world that 

still hungers for a gracious moral grounding.  I was 

amazed what it meant to others just to show up. 
 

I want you to know that I am praying for you and will 

continue to, knowing that in addition to the joy and 

incredible opportunities there is the weight of the 

office.  Coupled with the weight, is the pace which at 

times will be unrelenting.  You will need to discover 

new rhythms and ways to take care of yourself. 
 

May God continue to richly bless you and sustain you 

as you have said “yes” to serve as a bishop of this 

church! 

 

With gratitude to God for you, 

Bishop (Not for long) Kirby Unti 



 

ELECTION OF BISHOP 
 

The Northwest Washington Synod is engaged in a call process 
for a new bishop. Please keep the Synod, its leadership, 
nominees, voting members, and all involved in its ministry in 
your prayers. 
 

 

As congregational call committees know, it is important to discern the needs and desires of the congregation prior 
to issuing a call. Likewise, when our synod calls the next Bishop we keep the needs and desires of the synod in 
mind. It is frequently stated that the Bishop is to be “pastor to the pastors”. This statement is only partially true 
because the Bishop's role is to see that pastoral care is provided for all rostered ministers and congregations in 
the synod.  
 

The Bishop we elect has duties in all three expressions of the church. These are the congregational, the synodical 
and the church-wide expressions. Furthermore, the Bishop becomes the chief ecumenical officer of the synod. In 
this role the Bishop is a participant with our partner synods within the ELCA, with our world-wide companion 
synods with the Lutheran World Federation and with other local church denominations with which we are in full 
communion fellowship.  
 

Bishop Nominees 
 

The following nine pastors have carefully and prayerfully discerned that they will proceed through the process to 
select a new Bishop for the Northwest Washington Synod. Thank you to all nominees, all who made nominations, 
all who provided input to inform the discernment process of nominees, and all who prayed for the Holy Spirit to 
be present and infuse our call process. As requested, each nominee has submitted a Nominee Response Form, 
which can be found on the Synod website, https://www.lutheransnw.org/BishopElection. Please review and 
ponder these thoughtful submissions, and invite members of your congregations into conversation about the 
issues and ideas raised by the nominees.  

 

 Mark Griffith 

 Julie Josund 

 Terry Kyllo 

 Norma Malfatti (Upstate New York Synod) 

 James McEachran 

 Chris Ode (Southwestern Washington Synod) 

 David Parks 

 Shelley Bryan Wee 

 Deanna Wildermuth 

You are invited and encouraged to attend one of the Bishop Nominee Forums on Saturday, May 4, 10am-12noon 
at First Lutheran in Bothell or on Sunday, May 5, 2pm-4pm at Salem Lutheran in Mount Vernon. If you’d like to go 
on Sunday, space on the van will be available. 
 
Ballard First Lutheran will be represented at the Synod Assembly by Pastor Erik, Pastor Elise, Will Golden, 
Gunbjorg Ladstein, and Jerry Shierk. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lutheransnw.org/BishopElection


 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR MAY 
 

Altar Care - Month of May: Marilyn Fuller, Terry LaFave, Sharon Lange, Ramona Leer 
 

Acolytes    
May 5 TBD 
May 12 TBD 
May 19 TBD 
May 26 TBD 
 

Assisting Minister 
 

May 5 Scott Ingham 
May 12 TBD 
May 19 Karrin Daniels 
May 26 Erin Schadt 

 
Communion Assistants 
 

May 5 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Edna Peterson 
May 12 TBD 
May 19 Joan and Kim Peterson 
May 26 TBD 
 

Counters 
 

May 5 Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
May 12 Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth 
May 19 Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
May 26 Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud 
 

Lectors 
 

May 5 Karin Swanson 
May 12 Glenn Hare 
May 19 Gordon Kramer 
May 26 Karrin Daniels 
 

Ushers 
 

May 5 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Jim Walker 
May 12 Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer, Kim Peterson  
May 19 Laurie Fladhus, Eric Green, John and Jennifer Schwartz 
May 26 Jenny Holm, Jeff Powers, Glenn Hare, and Amelia Hare 
 

Van Drivers 
 

May 5 Tina Aure 
May 12 Bruce Webster 
May 19 Ray Gooch 
May 26 TBD  



OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

Join BFL in the 17th Day of May Parade!      

Syttende Mai 
 

Ballard First Lutheran Church will again be marching in the Annual 18th Day of 
May Parade!  This parade is one of the largest 17th Day of May parades in the 
world and is sure to be a fun-filled time for all!   
The parade begins at 6 p.m. and line-up for it begins at 4 p.m.!  
 
The check-in station is near Adams school, corner of 28th and 62nd NW. The 
parade begins at the corner of NW 62nd and 24th Avenue NW. The route follows south to Market Street 
and eastward to Bergen Place park, then turns right onto 22nd and continues south down Ballard Avenue 
and ends at Lone St. 
 

 

Coffee Hour Hosts 
 

Please don't hesitate to sign up to serve a coffee hour - right now there are 
many treats in the freezer in Haavik Hall (behind the folding doors.) All you 
need to do is pull them out before coffee hour to thaw and presto-instant 
coffee hour!! 

Please sign up in Haavik Hall. Thank you! 

 

 

Ballard First Fridays 
 

at Sopranos Pizza - Friday, May 3rd @ 5:00 p.m.: Join us for our 
monthly informal, dutch-treat dinner. Our next gathering will take 

place on Friday, May 3rd at 5:00 p.m. at Sopranos Pizza in Ballard (7729 24th Ave. NW). No need to RSVP, 
just show up and look for the table with the BFL sign! Sopranos Pizza’s menu features pizza, pasta, and 
salads! Questions? Monica Scott - (803) 944-7008 or monicakscott@gmail.com.  
 

See you at Sopranos! 
 

Save the date! Friday, June 7th at Red Mill Totem House (3058 NW 54th Street near the Locks)! 
 

Let Monica know if you have any suggestions for future Ballard First Friday restaurants! 
 
 

BFL Brewery Night!  

 

Let’s checkout of Ballard’s amazing breweries together! May’s stop: Obec Brewing (1144 NW 
52nd St.) on Wednesday, May 22nd at 6:00 p.m. Grab a beer at the counter, look for the BFL 
sign, and join us for an evening of fun and fellowship.   
 

Save the date! Wednesday, June 26th at Stoup Brewing (1108 52nd Street)! 

tel:(803)%20944-7008
mailto:monicakscott@gmail.com


 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019 

Save the Date for Kids Camp 2019! 

Ballard First Lutheran Church will again be hosting a joint kid's summer 

camp with Trinity United Methodist Church this year. Dates of camp are: 

July 29 - August 2, 2019          9am - 12pm 
 

Volunteers middle school age and up are also welcome to join in the fun!  

Registration for campers at: tumseattle.org 

Interested in volunteering? Please contact: Pastor Elise 
 

 

UBUNTU OPEN HOUSE 

 

                               UBUNTU 

OPEN HOUSE 

SUNDAY, JUNE 2
nd

  

Following Worship 
 

The Facilities committee would like to give you the opportunity to 

see Ubuntu and have refreshments there after worship on June 2
nd

.     

 

Ubuntu, 6510-21
st
 NW, was purchased by the church in 1962.   For 

many years, it went by the name Genesis House.  Our congregation 

has used it for purposes that support our mission over the years, 

such as housing refugee families, housing families in need and housing Lutheran Volunteer Corps members.    

Soon, refugee youth aging out of foster care will move in through a partnership we are entering with Refugees 

Northwest.     

 

Please join us on Sunday, June 2
nd 

 following worship for the opportunity to see this house and learn about the 

ministry that enables us to provide a most valuable service to young men between the ages of 18 and 21 as they 

move ahead with their lives guided by Refugees Northwest staff members.   

 

LYONS 
 

LYONS Dinner Theater Postponed until June –  
Due to issues coordinating dinner theater and a minimal amount of time to put on a great performance, we have 
decided to postpone dinner theater until June. We will be incorporating a dinner theater event into the end of year 
celebration for LYONS in June. More details to follow. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE  
 
In April, we registered 8 donors and collected 5 units of whole blood. All in all, this means that as a group we were 
able to make a positive impact on roughly 15 patient lives over the weekend and in the days to come. 
 

Next opportunity to donate blood at BFL will be June 1st from 9:00 until noon. 
  

http://tumseattle.org/


FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

March Financial Report General Fund 

 

March 
Actual 

March 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
 Envelope/Loose 

Giving $20,347.02  $27,166.67  $71,590.31  $90,500.01  ($18,909.70) 
 Other Income $13,490.00  $9,187.50  $26,437.31  $27,312.50  ($875.19) 
 Total Income $33,837.02  $36,354.17  $98,027.62  $117,812.51  ($19,784.89) 
 

 
          

 Expenses $40,714.42  $42,345.59  $129,640.44  $137,636.77  ($7,996.33) 
 

 
          

 Surplus / (Loss) ($6,877.40) ($5,991.42) ($31,612.82) ($19,824.26) ($11,788.56) 
 

       Cash Balance $23,294.00  
     

Savings Balance 
 $ 
286,539.00  

      

Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date.  In addition, the last column shows the 
variance (actual - budget).  We are also reporting our current General Fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our overall 
financial situation.  If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members.   
 

In March, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands 

and feet in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare, transported members to Sunday 

worship, hosted and provided Sunday Dinner, Lenten worship and soup suppers, weekly bible study, held a blood 

drive, mission sewing, provided space for AA groups, LYONS, Renewal, Salmon Bay School, Earth Ministry, Seattle 

Art Song, Girl Scouts, Ballard Little League, NAMI, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, hosted the Blessing of 

the Fleet, hosted a concert by the California Lutheran University Choir, financially helped support the Lutheran World 

Hunger Appeal. 

 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 

 
After a sedentary winter, it is time to move more. I was in a hibernation of sorts. Now it is to 
the point where I can’t stay inside and sit still any longer. Last month I started back at the gym 
with an easy routine twice a week and I dance on the weekend. I’m walking to church more 
frequently and have Friday walks with a friend.  I am actually lookING forward to getting out 
and moving.  
 
The renewed physical activity has stirred up my desire to create. The sewing machine came out 
of hiding and had to have its battery recharged (how’s that for a metaphor?). I’m working a 
couple of quilting projects that I started nearly 20 years ago. There are a few clothes in line to 
be stitched up.  

 
It feels good to be physically moving more and getting back to making things. Sometimes I am impatient with other 
activities that seem to get in the way, but I am realizing a new balance. 
 
What are you stirred to do? What will your new balance be? 
 
In Peace, Ann Maki 

  



 

AVIVARA 
 

Avivara to Close at the End of 2020 
 

Avivara, a Guatemalan non-profit founded by 

former Seattleites, supports school programs 

and gives educational scholarships to students in 

the central highlands of Guatemala. BFL 

members visited Guatemala on a service trip 

through Avivara in 2010.  

 

 

 

This is an excerpt from a letter announcing the closure.  

 

“Everybody owes God one death.” (William Shakespeare, Henry IV.) This is a phrase that has crossed our 

minds many times since our Guatemalan Program Director and friend, Gustavo Valle, died a little over a year 

ago. And what is true of people is also true of everything else; stars, flowers, animals, and even organizations. 

So, with sadness, we wish to inform you that Avivara will be officially closing its doors at the end of 2020. 

 

With your help, Avivara has done good work over the last 12 years, bringing down to Guatemala over 1.5 

million dollars that has helped improve the teaching and learning in dozens of rural schools and enabled over 

250 individual scholarship students to complete their secondary education, and for another 36 to pursue a 

university degree. You have been a generous supporter and integral part of our work in Guatemala, so we are 

hoping that you will now help us “finish with our boots on.” 

 

Since 2019 will be our last year for actively soliciting contributions, we ask you to consider your contribution 

this year as your “parting gift” to Avivara and make it slightly more than you may have contributed in the past. 

 

Again, thank you for your understanding and for your past support. You have made a positive difference in the 

lives of many. 

 

Regards, 

 

G. David Austin 

Avivara Board President 

 

I CARE FOR MAY 

 

I CARE FOR MAY WILL BE IN SUPPORT OF AVIVARA.   
 

This year, 2019, just over 100 students are in Avivara’s scholarship program, and approximately 
half of them will finish their programs this year.  In 2020, another 37 students will complete their 
studies, leaving around a dozen students with another year or two of university studies before 
their program are completed. 
 

To meet the commitment to the scholarship students in 2020 (and slightly beyond) it is 
projected that Avivara will need to raise around $70,000 this current year.  
 

Support from Ballard First Lutheran in the past has helped to enable over 250 individual 
scholarship students to complete their secondary education and for another 36 to pursue a 
university degree.  


