
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

 9:00am Education 
 

10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Several months ago, a "pledge challenge" was issued to our congregation. The 

generous anonymous donor promised to match whatever pledges came in by Easter on 

a dollar for dollar basis, up to $15,000. I am happy.... No, check that. I am joyful to 

report that the donor's pledge was fully matched! My only regret is that the whole 

congregation could not witness the gratified and joyful expression on the face of the 

donor as a result of the congregation's thoughtful and generous response. 

 

Did you notice what I just did? I wrote a paragraph about money and I used the word, 

"joyful" not once... but two times! God knows, I have used other, very different words 

to describe my feelings about money on many other occasions. Words such as 

"worried," "anxious," and "troubled" come to mind. In fact, I have used those kinds of 

words so often that it seems a little bit peculiar to use the word, "joyful" in the same 

sentence as the word, "money." It even feels unusual to put those words together in 

the same paragraph (which I have now done twice in this letter). It may sound like an 

odd thing, but my new year's resolution in January was to try to talk and think joyfully 

about money this year. 

 

I have been influenced by the writing of Wallace E. Fisher. In All the Good Gifts, his 

book about doing Biblical stewardship, he writes, "Modern men and women work for 

money in various forms; it is, along with credit, the common medium of our economic 

exchange. How one gets her or his money, as well as how one spends, it is therefore an 

expression and extension of one's person." In other words, how we use our money is a 

big deal spiritually. It informs who we are as people. As someone who began this letter 

by focusing on the more joyful aspects of giving money away, I find that a sobering 

thought. Does my aspiration to live in a joyful manner and to help others live in a 

joyful manner match the way I get and spend money? Does the way I talk about money 

promote joyfulness? 

 

Years ago, I intended a workshop that required each participant to bring their 

checkbook. It is not what you might think. I was not asked to write a check for the sake 

of the workshop's sponsor. The sponsor showed no interest whatever in what was 

currently in my checking account. Rather, the sponsor wanted to know about the 

history of how I had spent and received money. All of us participants were asked to 

write our biographies based on what was indicated in the checkbook's register, the 

record of how we spent our money. It made the assumption-rightly, I think-that how I 

spend had much to say about who I am. 
 

mailto:pastorelise@bflcs.org


FROM THE PASTOR continued 
 

Dr. Karl Mennenger once asked a wealthy patient, "What on earth are you going to do with all that money?" The 

patient replied, "Just worry about it, I suppose." Dr. Mennenger went on, "Well, do you get that much pleasure out of 

worrying about it?" "No," responded the patient, "but I get such terror when I think of giving some of it to somebody." 

The implication is real. How we relate to money-in his case, with terror-is an indicator of how we live. He was a 

worrier. 

 

I want to know less worry and more joy. So I am simply thankful to our anonymous donor and to you for the 

abundance of generosity with money and time that is offered in the life of our congregation! 

 

Joyfully, Erik 
 

 

 PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 
 

      Memorial                 Baptisms     
Logan Maxwell        Bjorn-Erik Edvard Skotdal   Josephine May Belcourt   Emma Alice McFarland 
 April 4, 2017                  April 15, 2017         April 30, 2017          April 30, 2017 
 

 

DISCERNMENT UPDATE 

                       

Mark Your Calendars for May 21 Coffee Hour Update 
 

Dear Members and Friends, 
 

As was voted on in January, we are now in a two-year time of discernment for our congregation, that we 
(Erin Schadt and Dave Hilmoe) are leading. The details of the phases can be found in the April issue of 
Ballard Blessing. 
 

Right now we are in Phase 1, working with the congregation and reaching outward to the Ballard and 
Seattle communities to revise and refine the church’s purpose, including our vision, mission and values to 
determine our future direction. Our church is changing and so is the Ballard community—opportunities 
abound! 
 

We are refining two sets of questions, one for members and congregants, and one for individuals and 
organizations in the Ballard community more broadly. These questions are part of conversations underway 
to better understand what you, the BFL members and friends, want most for the direction of our church, 
and the needs of Ballard and beyond that may be a good fit for our support. 
 

We will be asking some of you to help us with our simple “listening” questionnaire and then reaching as 
many members and friends as possible, to get your input into this visioning phase of our discernment 
effort.   We expect this first phase to last through the summer months. And, as always, please do reach out 
anytime to share your feelings and views or with any questions. 
 

Lastly, plan to stay for coffee hour on Sunday, May 21, where we will update everyone on our progress and 
next steps and, of course, take questions. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
Erin Schadt and Dave Hilmoe 
eschadt@msn.com | 206-538-7577 watervet@q.com | 206-713-0690 
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GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Let Anyone with Ears Listen! 
By the Rev. Kirby Unti, NWWA Synod Bishop - From the May 2017 edition of The Spirit 

 
What does it mean to hear?  
 
During seminary, my New Testament Professor Harry Mumm tried to impress upon us the 
importance of being able to hear God’s word. He shared a story about his grandson Ivan, who 
he and Mrs. Mumm were raising.  When dinner time came around Mrs. Mumm would call out 
with a loud voice, “Ivan, it is dinner time!” Ivan would ignore her call.   
 

A second time she would call out. “Ivan, come to the table - dinner is on.” “Yes, grandma, I’m coming.” But no 
Ivan. By the third or fourth time the appeal was more urgent, “Ivan, if you are going to get any dinner, you need to 
come to the table now.”  
 
Dr. Mumm went on to explain that Ivan had not heard his grandmother, until he appeared at the table. Luther had 
a similar understanding of God’s word. For Luther, God’s word was a dead word - until it addressed one’s life in a 
way that demanded a response.  
 
One of the precious gifts of serving the Office of Bishop is I frequently find myself in various houses of worship. 
Week in and week out, I watch people recite the liturgy, sing hymns, enter into prayer, and attend to the sermon. 
The words are powerful - proclaiming God’s love, calling us to seek justice, encouraging us to be peacemakers, 
inviting us to be about forgiveness, and to become agents of reconciliation - there is even an invitation to come to 
the table.  
 
The question I am pondering is, “Have we heard the word?”   
 
Are these words just noise in the background that annoy us and otherwise interrupt our own personal desires? 
Like Ivan do we say yes and then carry on as if no word has been spoken? Like Ivan do we plan to eventually 
respond but not until we have to? Has the word in our time just become ritual? Has it become a word for Sunday 
only? Or does it still have the power to disturb us and inspire us.  
 
The cornerstone of the Synod’s Living Local movement is learning how to listen to God’s word that we might hear 
it. Dwelling in the word is the discipline that teaches listening. We commit to reading the same text over a long 
time span always listening for what we haven’t heard before. We become like little children who want to hear the 
same story read over and over again. In our household, it was Good Night, Moon. Kim and I knew it so well we 
would try on occasion to leave out a page. Believe me, we didn’t get away with it.  
 
The practice of learning to hear God’s word is, in turn, applied to listening for God in the community by engaging 
our neighbors. This is so important because we never want to miss out on God’s invitation to join in - in what God 
is already up to.  
 
Grandma Mumm did not call Ivan to the table just to make his life miserable. Grandma Mumm called Ivan to the 
table that he might share in all that she had prepared for him. Not just the meat and potatoes, but the deep love 
of knowing that he was the apple of their eye.   
 
Friends, join me in learning to hear the word of God. A word that continues to invite all of us to the table. 

  



FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 

Our classrooms, with children ages three and up, 
participated in a Trike-A-Thon for St. Judes during 
the month of April. Several hundred dollars was 
raised. The children learned a bit more about 
helping to care for others who might not be as 
fortunate as we are. It's always nice to see their 
enthusiasm towards taking part in these activities!  
 

 
One last reminder that our Silent Auction is on Friday, May 12th beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the lower 
social hall. Dinner will be served as close to 6 p.m. as possible, with table bidding going on throughout- 
until the tables start closing at around 7:15 p.m. We hope you can attend! 
 
God's Blessings, 
Ms. Karen & Staff 
 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

                                  
 
 

If you would like to receive the weekly email 
newsletter, please email the office at 

office@bflcs.org 
 
 



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR MAY 
 

Altar Care Month of May Marilyn Fuller, Terry LaFave, Sharon Lange,  
                                               Ramona Leer    
 
 
Acolytes    
May 7 TBD 
May 14 TBD 
May 21 TBD 
May 28 TBD 
 
Assisting Minister 
May 7 Nancy Fisher 
May 14 Karin Swanson 
May 21 Karrin Daniels 
May 28  Nancy Fisher 
 
Communion Assistants 
May 7 Rosalind Caryl, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
May 14 Joan and Kim Peterson 
May 21 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Lauren Jensen 
May 28 Edna Peterson, Lauren Jensen 
 
Counters 
May 7 Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud, Kris Breton 
May 14 Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
May 21 Tina Aure, Karen & Malcom Unseth 
May 28  Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
 
Lectors 
May 7 Kathy Johnson 
May 14 Keita Horn 
May 21 Edna Peterson 
May 28 Karrin Daniels 
 
Ushers 
May 7 Jenny Holm, Nick Host  
May 14 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer 
May 21 Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz  
May 28 Dave Hilmoe, Gundbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
 
Van Drivers 
May 7  Ken Mingeaud 
May 14  Dave Hilmoe 
May 21  Ray Gooch 
May 28  Kim Peterson 

  



OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

Save the Date for Kids Camp 2017! 
 

Ballard First Lutheran Church will again be hosting a joint kid's summer camp with Trinity 

United Methodist Church this year. 
 

Dates of camp are: 

July 31 - August 4, 2017 

9am - 12pm 

 Our camp theme this year is Mighty Fortress.  All this week kids, 

ages 3-entering 5th grade will learn that God is their refuge 

and strength.  Friends may fail them.  They may not ace their 

test or make the team, but God promises to be their rock and 

their salvation—their fortress and sure defense.  So raise your 

banner!  In Jesus, the victory is won! 

 

At Mighty Fortress camp, kids read real Bible stories about real 

people to learn real life lessons from Scripture. From the 

Opening to the Closing, every aspect of camp is designed to 

help them better understand the Bible and grow in their faith. 
 

Volunteers middle school age and up are also welcome to join in the fun!  

Registration for campers will soon be available at: tumseattle.org 

Interested in volunteering? Please contact: Shela Meneses 

at meneses_shela@hotmail.com 

 
 

NOONTIME BIBLE STUDY 

 

Our noontime Bible Study continues on Wednesdays in 
May, from noon to 1:30 p.m. in Haavik Hall. You are 
invited to join us as we immerse ourselves in God’s 
Word.    

 
 
 
 

I CARE FOR MAY 
 
 

May I Care is the National Interreligious Initiative for Peace in the Middle East. Inspired by the 
Abrahamic traditions, National Interreligious Initiative for Peace in the Middle East represents 
Jewish, Christian, and Muslim leaders united for the Peace of Jerusalem. The goal of the organization 
is to promote dialogue and practical solutions that aim at fostering a just peace--two states living 
side by side with security and human rights for both peoples. 

 
 

http://tumseattle.org/
mailto:meneses_shela@hotmail.com


 

LYONS 

 
 
 
 
 

A BIG thanks to all volunteers, 
youth, parents, and audience 
members who made this year's 
dinner theater a success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sunday Night Live: Game Night (All LYONS) May 7, 6-8pm 

  

Bring out your favorite board games or play one of ours as we join together and just enjoy the 
simple pleasure of playing board and card games.  
  
Early Release Mid Week Adventure - Woodland Park Zoo (All LYONS)  
May 10 - 2:00-5:00 - Meet at St. John - Cost: $20 
  
It is time for LYONS to go and visit a real lion's den! We will meet up together and go to the 
Woodland Park Zoo to see our favorite animals.  Bring a sack lunch or money for food inside the 
park. 
   
Yard Game Olympics (High School)  May 21 - 6-8pm - Meet at St. John 
  
We will be heading to one of our local parks with all sorts of lawn games and competing in silly 
competitions together. Bring your friends and join us! 
  
May Youth Weekends @ Holden (High School)   May 26-28  Cost: $300 
We'll be heading to Holden Village for a weekend of renewal, reconnecting, and spending time 
in God's creation. Rachel Kurtz and Joe Davis will be there as guest artists.  
 
Coffee Wednesdays - Moving Outside for May & June 2017 
May 3, 24, 31 & June 7, 14, 21 - Wallingford Park  
May 17 - Bergen Place (17th of May Festival) 
With the weather warming up it is time to head outside and enjoy it! We will be heading to 
Wallingford Park and others for different events. We will brings Frisbees, hula hoops, 
beverages, and more as we have the chance to also enjoy the farmer's market at the park. 
 



STEWARDSHIP CONNECTIONS                  

 

As part of my philosophy 
of being present for 
people at difficult or 
stressful times, I thought 
about doing tax 
preparation for years. 
That belief is also why 

my paralegal job is in the area of personal injury. 
I started training for the tax preparation job last 
September and finished up the 2017 tax season a 
couple of weeks ago.  
 
Even though I worked at the tax office only three 
days a week, I helped over 100 people with their 
taxes. Every person who sat across the desk from 
me was a new puzzle with a different set of 
circumstances and expectations. I was able to 
surprise many with a refund, often larger than 
they expected. A few ended up paying more than 

they anticipated and I took the time to explain 
why that was the case.   
Intersecting their lives for maybe an hour, I 
learned a lot about each person. Some had 
recently married, had a child or bought a house. 
Others were ending or renegotiating 
relationships. I witnessed relief, surprise, tears 
and disbelief at the outcome of the tax 
preparation. One person said he felt he was in 
confession as we were talking about what 
happened in his life during 2016. Not what I 
expected! I hope that my presence and tax 
preparation skills helped the clients take some of 
the stress out of preparing their taxes.  
 
How does your presence affect the people you 
interact with each day? 
 
In Peace, Ann Maki 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

March Financial Report General Fund 

 

March 
Actual 

March 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
Envelope/Loose 
Giving $21,300.42  $26,025.56  $87,642.73  $88,893.53  ($1,250.80) 

Other Income $3,722.98  $9,274.99  $25,698.89  $28,325.01  ($2,626.12) 

Total Income $25,023.40 $35,300.55  $113,341.62  $117,218.54  ($3,876.92) 

 
          

Expenses $43,013.19  $38,498.98  $130,631.61  $125,750.67  $4,880.94  

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) ($17,989.79) ($3,198.43) ($17,289.99) ($8,532.13) ($8,757.86) 

      Cash Balance $70,435.30  
    

      Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance 

(actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If 

you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In March, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet in 
the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship, 
provided space for AA groups, Boy Scouts, LYONS, Renewal, provided space and hosted Sunday Dinner, hosted weekly text study 
for area pastors, marked Lent with worship and soup suppers, hosted a blood drive, mission sewing, Blessing of the Fleet, 
financially helped support Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service.  



 

SUNDAY DINNER 
 

Ballard Sunday Dinner Celebrates One Year! 
 

Wow, can you believe that a year ago we were (semi-)anxiously 
preparing to start this new program? That’s right, it’s been a year since 
Ballard First Lutheran, Our Redeemer's Lutheran, St. Paul's United 
Church of Christ, Amazing Grace Spiritual Center, Northwest Christian 
Church, and Sustainable Ballard joined forces to offer Ballard Sunday 

Dinner, a weekly Sunday night hot meal program.  
 

Now, numbers aren’t everything, but in that one year (49 weeks): 

 Approximately 3,700 servings were prepared 

 Each week an average of 42 people join us for dinner (fluctuates between  

30 and 60 from week to week) 

 On average 14 volunteers each week make the program possible 

Karrin and I have felt truly blessed by the abundance of volunteers from the Ballard First Lutheran 
congregation, and we know our guests have enjoyed the food and hospitality. The guests we have had 
the privilege to serve have overwhelmingly been humble, gracious and grateful for this program. Thank 
you, thank you to all who have contributed time, donations and prayers to our work! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Erin Schadt and Karrin Daniels 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS SPRING 

Come to the 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School class in Haavik Hall. The conversation is always lively 
and offers an adult slant on the faith.  
 

This spring, the adult Sunday schedule focuses on issues that are both biblical and 

contemporary. Ron Young of the National Interreligious Initiative for Peace in the Middle East 

will bring a lifetime of experience in working for peace and civil rights as he assists us in 

understanding events unfolding in the Middle East. He will be with us for three weeks in late 

April and early May focusing on the following topics: 
 

April: 30: Welcome to the Middle East 
May 7: It's late-but not too late-for Israel-Palestinian Peace 

May 14: Our Muslim Neighbors, Near and Far 
 

Come and experience these presentations as a series or, if you are unable to attend all of them, 

as "stand alone" opportunities for learning. Then, Pastor Elise will kick off the final series of 

the program year with: 
 

May 21: Refugees in the Bible 
 

NOTE: There will be no adult Sunday school on the Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend, May 28. 

But the series on "Refugees in the Bible" will resume on June 4 


