
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
  

10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

in Lower Social Hall 
 
 

Special Events in July 
 

Concert with Steve Eulberg 
July 13 at 7:00pm 

 
Blood Drive 

July 30th 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
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 Staff  
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg 

pastorerik@bflcs.org  
Pastor Laurie A. Jones 
pastorlaurie@bflcs.org 

Intern Kaitlin Winter-Eulberg 
intern@bflcs.org 

Church Administrator: Cindy Jackson 
office@bflcs.org 

Caretaker: Dale Pederson 
Treasurer: Julie Millet 
Organist: Ed Egerdahl 

Minister of Music:  
Molly Barnes 

musicminister@bflcs.org 
Renewal: Jessica Zimmerle 

renewal@bflcs.org 
Accompanist: Jim Fisher 

 
 

 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  (vacant) 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Susan Weber 

Vice President: Jeff Powers  
Secretary: Lisa Laxson  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Steve Maris 
Finance: Lori Cleaves 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 By the time you read this, I will (hopefully) be recovering from successful 

colon surgery. I have struggled with diverticulosis for some years now. Recently, 

outbreaks have increased in frequency and intensity.  So, when I learned that my 

chance of the recurrence of multiple future outbreaks is now at 100% and that having 

the most acutely diseased part of my colon removed reduces that likelihood to 5%, I 

chose the surgery. 
 

 This has been a humbling time in life for me. I have always placed a great value 

on the ability to be active and healthy. I have so enjoyed exercise and athletic 

competition. And I am sure that I have taken these things too much for granted. Lately, 

in my prayers, I have sometimes found myself saying, “O Lord, I want my health 

back!” as if it were my inalienable right. But this disease has taught me that health is a 

good gift, that it is something to be prized, protected... and appreciated. 
 

As a pastor, I have joined Pastor Laurie in journeying with many of you as you 

have gone through all kinds of medical procedures, from the joy of childbirth to the 

fear that can accompany cancer treatment. And I have sat at many hospital bedsides. I 

have witnessed great faith at such moments, and great courage, too. And determination 

and resiliency. I remember when Klara Hofstad elected to have knee replacement 

surgery at the tender young age of ninety-one. Before she made up her mind, she asked 

me what I thought of such an idea. I told her, “I don’t know, Klara. It might be a little 

too early. I heard that these new knees are only guaranteed for up to thirty years.”  
 

Klara is gone now. She didn’t get the entire thirty years out of that knee. But it 

gave her more years. Trust me when I tell you that she wrung every ounce of life out of 

that knee that she could. I hope that I will be such a good steward of my procedure. 
 

So, as I write to you from this side of my surgery and as you read it on the 

other, I thank you. I thank you for your prayers and good wishes. I thank you for your 

trust in our God’s healing presence because it gives me strength, too. And I thank all of 

you who out of your own past and present afflictions have shown me how to meet this 

moment with courage, confidence, good humor, and, most important of all, faith in the 

God who loves us and intends healing for our lives. 
 

In Christ’s Abiding Love,                                                                                                             

Erik 
 



 

INTERN REFLECTIONS 

 

Oh, radiant sun, stretch the day, shorten night. Return earth's darkness into light.  This is where the light will turn 
around and this was where the past has come undone." -Summer Solstice by Carrie Richards 
 

As you settle into the rhythms of this summer, whether that means long trips, new beginnings, and adventures in 
the sun, we also settle into the arms of God that remind us of the call to love our neighbor.  God's light in these 
stretched days points us to the foundational love that sparks the Light within us.  We desperately need these loving 
arms of God, especially now in the wake of LGBTQ-targeted mass shooting in Orlando.  Our Creator pours love into 
us that overflows over to our neighbor.  That love isn't an easy love.  This love means creating safe spaces where all 
people are included at God's table of communion.  This love propels us to take action.  I am mindful of this call to 
work towards loving justice particularly as I work at Faith Action Network, an interfaith advocacy nonprofit that 
organizes faith communities all over Washington.  Together people of diverse faiths unite for a common good and 
advocate for initiatives and bills that promote justice.  You are invited to support Faith Action Network at a benefit 
concert featuring my father, Steve Eulberg, on July 13th from 7-9pm at Ballard First Lutheran; suggested donation 
for this concert is $15.  Come for a night of toe-tapping, smile-inducing folk music that promotes action and change 
in our Washington legislation through Faith Action Network. 
 

In serenity, Kaitlin Winter-Eulberg 
  
 

 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 

                                     Funerals      Baptism 
Arnold Haram   Jerome Gallagher  Stella Lee Hartvigson 
June 4, 2016   June 17, 2016   June 26, 2016 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 

Celebrate the Life of Ethel King 
 

Viewing on July 5th, noon until 8:00pm   Grave Side Memorial Service and Burial 
        July 19th at 10:00am 
        Pacific Lutheran Cemetery, Evergreen-Washelli 
        Near the corner of N. 115th Street and Meridian Avenue 
 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS AND THANKSGIVINGS 
 
 
 

As a community we gather in Christ’s love to support one another in prayer:   
 

Courtney Block (to avoid back surgery) 
Bernice Ellison (Bernice’s son, Boyd, died in June) 
Family and friends of Jerome Gallagher (stepfather of Cheryl 
Scott, Jerome died in June) 
Jennifer Hale (recovering from ACL surgery) 
Family and friends of Arnold Haram (Arnold’s memorial 
service was held in June) 
Family and friends of Ethel King (Ethel died in June) 
Helen Lysness (medical procedure) 
Family and friends of Thomas McClure (son of Chris McClure, 
Thomas died in June), 
Judith Parker (friend of Joan Peterson, facing surgery) 

Eric Pfaff (friend of Lauren Jensen, as he grieves the tragic 
loss of his roommate) 
Julie Poier (cousin of Marit Turner, beginning breast cancer 
treatment) 
Marit Turner (recovering from knee replacement surgery) 
Matthew Vann (brother-in-law of Helen Lysness, in hospice) 
Pastor Erik Wilson Weiberg (recovering from surgery) 

 
 
 

  



 

 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

The Listening Post 
By the Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop 

From The Spirit (July 2016) 

 

The Lord said, ‘I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying 

out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. So I have come 

down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into 

a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey…  Exodus 3:7-8 

  

 

    
  I want to offer to you my reflections on an experiment that we launched at this year’s Synod Assembly. It in 
part was inspired by what we learned a year ago when we gathered under the theme: Can We Talk?  What we 
quickly discovered is that talking has never been the problem. The real challenge is listening. Listening may be 
considered by some a lost art form. It is different than talking and it's more than having a conversation. 
Listening is trying to hear your neighbor so that you are able to express in your own words that which they 
were speaking and feeling. Think about a person you know who holds a very different position than you on a 
political or social issue. How well have you listened to them?  Could you present their position or point of view 
in a way in which they would feel it fully represents them? 
 
     The Listening Post was at the top of the steps as voting members entered the Assembly. It was staffed 
throughout the Assembly by each of the Synod Staff members. Folks were invited to share their responses 
(stories) to several questions that I posed from the podium. Here is some of what we heard:   
 
     People experience hope when they sense that life is happening around them. It might be the birth of a new 
child or the launch of a new initiative in the life of the congregation. It was also noted how life-giving it is to 
experience the wonder of the creation here in the Northwest. Creativity is a form of life and it brings hope to 
people when they see imagination at work. It might be children learning to play their instruments in the band 
together or the effort put into making the Assembly come to life through art, music and language. 
 
     A second theme that emerged in our listening was the degree of isolation that many feel in our world and 
the hope that is given when people begin to sense they have a place of belonging in the community. We heard 
the power that comes into a person’s life when they are seen and acknowledged by name. This gift is 
experienced when a young person risks their voice in expressing their perspective and has it acknowledged by 
another. A number of Assembly goers made comment on how life-giving it is when they see a genuine sense 
of hope in their leaders. Leaders who continue to believe in their communities and who express their love for 
the church are deeply appreciated. Often such leaders become beacons of hope for the larger community. It 
should come as no surprise that these mutual acts of caring for our neighbors continue to inspire people and 
invite faith communities to discover the joy that comes when we begin to know the stranger as neighbor and 
friend.  
 
     In a time that is challenging for many churches, we noted how many people were able to express where 
they are discovering God’s gifts of life and hope and how appreciative they were to have the Synod invite 
them into a time of listening. Our God is a God who hears God’s people and responds by coming down to be 
with us. Listening and responding is how community is deeply formed. Let us be about this kind of listening. 

  



 

 

 
 

Kids Camp 
          Roundup! 
 

August 1st – 5th @ Ballard First Lutheran 9:00 – 12:00 

Ages 3 – entering 5
th 

grade 

 

Join Ballard First Lutheran and Trinity United Methodist for summer fun at Kids Camp! Under 

the theme “Roundup” kids will learn Bible stories through daily games, storytelling, crafts, and 

snack. 
 

All are welcome. 
$50/child, max $100/family - Scholarships available 

More information and registration at: www.tumseattle.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www.tumseattle.org/


 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR JULY  

 

Altar Care  Month of July: Tina Aure, Marcia Nelson, Edna Peterson   
 

Acolytes    
June 5  TBD 
June 12  TBD 
June 19  TBD 
June 26  TBD 
 

Assisting Minister 
July 3 Chris Bloomquist 
July 10 Karrin Daniels 
July 17 Chris Bloomquist 
July 24 Erin Schadt 
July 31 Josh Jensen 
 

Communion Assistants 
July 3 Edna Peterson, Nancy Fisher 
July 10 Lauren Jensen, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
July 17 Susan Weber, Kathy Johnson 
July 24 Joan Peterson, Kim Peterson 
July 31 Lisa Laxson, Kathy Johnson 
 
Counters 
July 3 Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud, Kris Breton 
July 10 Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
July 17 Ramona Leer, Jan Holm 
July 24 Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth 
July 31 Bernice Chouery, Jamie Fera, Julie Edralin 
 

Lectors 
July 3 Rick Barnes 
July 10 Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
July 17 Tom Tocher 
July 24 Gordon Kramer 
July 31 Kathy Johnson 
 

Ushers 
July 3 OPEN, Nick Host 
July 10 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer  
July 17 Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz 
July 24 OPEN, Nick Host 
July 31 Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
 

Van Drivers 
July 3 Tina Aure 
July 10 Kim Peterson 
July 17 Dave Hilmoe 
July 24 Tina Aure 
July 31 Ray Gooch 

  



 

LYONS 

 

TUESDAY JULY 19 10AM-2PM - Service opportunity with Nature Consortium, details coming soon! 
 

SUMMER CALENDAR is available on the LYONS website www.roaringlyons.org 
 

JON ROSS has been the Director of Youth Ministry at LYONS since 2011. He has led trips to San 
Francisco, Detroit, Yakima, Leavenworth, and more! His Dinner Theater shows included Waiting 
for Luther, Lutheran Night Live, Luther’s Eleven, Biggest Lutheran, and CSI: Ballard. 
 

Jon, and his soon-to-be-wife Allison, have been an amazing part of the LYONS community. They 
have cared for the youth, been mentors, helped stir growth in faith, and shared their hilarious 
senses of humor. We thank God for their time in our community, and pray that God blesses them 
in their next steps in life! 

 

To contact Megan this summer, call (206) 706-5997 or email megan@roaringlyons.org 
 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 

 
 

   Graduation was short and sweet, with the emphasis on 
sweet :) We had a class of 14 Pre-K children this year, so 
not as many as usual. But the bond that they have made 
with each other will I'm sure need to be nurtured with 
"play dates," after some go their separate ways to their 
new schools. Some will still be together in elementary, 
which will be a good thing, so that they can support each 
other on their new adventure! 
 

    For the graduation performance the children did 
several songs, as well as The Pledge of Allegiance with 
both words and sign language. They have learned several 

songs in sign over the course 
of the school year, which has 
been part of a great learning 
experience for them, thanks 
to Ms. Nessie :) My favorite 
song they sang for 
graduation was, "I'm a Graduate...Oooh, Oooh, Oooh!" 
 

 Summer is here! 
 Ms. Karen & Staff

 

NEW PHOTO DIRECTORY                  

 

Deadline extended to the end of July! 

 

Ballard First Lutheran Church and Yuen Lui Studios are working together 

to create a Photo Directory, and we want YOU to be in it! 
 

Appointments are being scheduled at Yuen Lui Roosevelt Portrait Studio (924 NE 63rd St.) until the end of July! Just 
follow these easy steps! 
 

1. Call the Yuen Lui Roosevelt Studio at 206-523-5707 to book your appointment. (Make sure to state that you 
are with Ballard First Lutheran Church when you call)  

 

2. Show up at the studio at the appointed time 
 

Yuen Lui Studios 
MON/TUES: CLOSED 
WED: 9:00am - 6:00pm 
THUR: 12:00pm - 8:00pm 
FRI-SUN: 9:00am - 6:00pm 

 

Please note: Call Cindy at the church office 
(784-1306) if you need a ride and she will 
get you in touch with a Rachel Circle 
member who will be happy to take you 
to/from your appointment. 

mailto:megan@roaringlyons.org


 

STEWARDSHIP CONNECTIONS                  

 

Last month’s rummage sale 
went very well. Thank you to all 
who volunteered their time and 
who donated items. New 

neighborhood connections were made and others 
were strengthened or renewed. A lot of household 
goods, clothing, jewelry and books found new homes.   
 

One of the items that found a new home was a 
wheelbarrow made by my grandfather. Grandpa 
emigrated from Finland as a toddler with his family in 
1907. He was a miner who worked in an underground 
iron-ore mine on the Mesabi Iron Range in northern 
Minnesota. He retired, at the age of 57, when the mine 
closed in 1960 and lived to the age of 84.  
 

Being a good Finn, Grandpa was always making and 
repairing things, including the wheelbarrow. Neighbors 
brought him their broken clocks, tools and even shoes  
 

 

to be repaired. I still have a couple wooden bowls and 
birch bark baskets that he made. 
 

The wheelbarrow became part of my household 
several years ago when I had a house. It went with me 
each time I moved in the last thirteen years and now it 
was time to let it go. My goal was for it to become yard 
art and donated it to the rummage sale. A woman 
from out of town found it interesting and wanted to 
give it to the friend she was visiting. We negotiated a 
bit and the wheelbarrow is now part of a garden in the 
Green Lake neighborhood.   
 

Through the rummage sale, the wheelbarrow, along 
with a lot of other goods, has a new life. Through the 
rummage sale, the church reached out to the 
neighborhood, with new, renewed and strengthened 
connections.   
                                                   In Peace, Ann Maki 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 

May's Financial Report General Fund 
 

  
May Actual 

 
May Budget 

Year To Date 

Actual 

Year To Date 

Budget 

Year To Date 

Variance 

Envelope/Loose 
Giving 

$28,998.39 $23,088.24 $134,219.32 $131,355.72 $2,863.60 

Other Income $11,013.11 $7,775.00 $112,941.61 $44,375.00 $68,566.61 

Total Income $40,011.50 $30,863.24 $247,160.93 $175,730.72 $71,430.21 

      Expenses $48,240.26 $51,327.85 $229,949.35 $245,763.28 ($15,813.93) 

Surplus/Loss ($8,228.76) ($20,464.61) $17,211.58 ($70,032.56) $87,244.14 
 

Cash Balance $65,586.12 
 

Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the 

variance (actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our 

overall financial situation. If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In May, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet in the 
world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship in our church 
van, hosted the Sunday Dinner program, provided space for AA groups, Girl Scouts, LYONS, Renewal, the Northwest Chorale 
concert and the Market Street Singers concert, provided worship space for St. Paul’s UCC, hosted weekly text study for area 
pastors, mission/quilting sewing, new member classes, the Spring Tea, the Childcare auction, financially helped support Lutheran 
World Relief. 
 

Capital Campaign Update May 2016 
Total Loan Balance as of 1/1/2016 - $63,326, remaining loan balance as of May - $17,480.   
We received $36,138 to "Retire the Debt" as of 12/31/15. January payment was $23,918 and the Council approved to keep the 
balance in the Capital Campaign Savings account to make the minimum monthly payment of the Mission Investment Loan for 
2016. Any additional gifts to retire the debt will be sent directly to MIF to further reduce the loan balance. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRiJH73LnNAhVLImMKHUrjAFwQjRwIBw&url=http://thegraphicsfairy.com/vintage-clip-art-old-fashioned-wooden-wheelbarrow/&psig=AFQjCNG_GuffIHWSgYaPq3VqeVVUJAHIJw&ust=1466619331989437


 

 

FAITH AND EVERYDAY LIFE – LUTHERAN COUNSELING NETWORK 
 

Playing God 
 

This is such an interesting turn of phrase, because God doesn’t play God, humans do. We say “They 

are playing God” when we believe someone is making decisions for someone else and taking their 

freedom of choice from them. That’s not how God operates! 
 

God is not a divine puppeteer. God lets us make our own choices and then lets us live with the 

consequences. God accompanies us through what we have created for ourselves, to be sure, but it is 

we who did the creating. 
 

So let’s get real about what it means to play human. Even if our intentions are good, sometimes we 

seek to “protect” others by not giving them information about what is happening around them, or 

even in their own bodies.  
 

A man was told once, “Don’t tell your aunt that she is very sick. It will upset her.” When the man visited his aunt, she 

said, “Well, I have my affairs in order, I’m ready to die.” One may wonder who it was that needed protecting.  
 

When we don’t let children experience at least some of the consequences of their actions, they grow up to believe that 

their actions have no consequences. You have met these people and you can tell right away that their parents did them 

no favors. 
 

So maybe we should trust God to be God. May we should be honest, forthright, and lovingly firm with the children in 

our lives. Maybe God is really as present as God claims to be when we face the realities of our lives. 
 

Maybe, we should just have, “Faith…in Everyday Life”. 
 

        Lutheran Counseling Network 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 

CELEBRATION FOR KAITLIN! Intern Kaitlin Winter-Eulberg will be completing her internship on  
August 7th. We will be acknowledging her that day during worship and with a pot-luck luncheon following 
the service. Please come and celebrate Kaitlin’s time with us and wish her farewell. Cards and monetary 
gifts would be appropriate if you wish to honor her in such a way.  

 

 
WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT THE MINISTRY OF BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN 
 

SIMPLY GIVING: You can set up automatic payments by checking/savings or by debit/credit 
card. Forms are located in the office or can be emailed to you. 
 

BILL-PAY FROM YOUR BANK: Do you already pay your cable and phone bills through your 
bank?  Add BFL as a payee and they will send us a check when you want to contribute. 
 

ONLINE DONATIONS: The new link on our website www.bflcs.org will take you to an online donation page where you can make 
one-time contributions or set up a recurring payment. This link should be active in a few weeks. 
 

If you have questions or if you are interested and ready to give it a try, phone the office (206-784-1306) or email 
office@bflcs.org. 
 

 
BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN LAUNCHES A CLOSED FACEBOOK GROUP FOR MEMBERS! 
Search "Ballard First Lutheran Church" to request to join! A private group makes it possible for all members 
to share pictures they take, lift up prayer requests they have, or to share information on events. This also is a 
great place to post pictures knowing exactly who will be able to view them (making it possible to have some 
privacy).  Request to join now to get member access to this group! 

http://www.bflcs.org/
mailto:office@bflcs.org


 

 

I CARE FOR JUNE  

 

I CARE SUNDAY IS JULY 24 FOR LUTHERAN COUNSELING NETWORK The agency provides a range of counseling 
services to the greater Seattle area and Western Washington and is an extension of the church's ministry to the 
community. By providing psychotherapy to people in need and education for congregations and pastors, Lutheran 
Counseling Network is an instrument of God’s grace which strengthens and brings healing to individuals, couples and 
families so that they might in turn be instruments of God’s grace. LCN offers couples therapy and counseling, therapy 
for individuals, families and groups addressing such areas as anxiety, depression, behavioral problems, trauma 
recovery, parenting, sexuality and spirituality. 

 

BLOOD DRIVE  

 

BLOOD DRIVE AT BFL! Imagine – Saving a Life! 

 

The Bloodmobile is coming to Ballard First Lutheran Church on July 30th, 9am-3pm. If you are a 

regular donor, make a note of this date.  If you have never given before, it is not too late to start!  

High school students – consider starting now.  If you are 16 or 17 years old, you may give with a 

permission slip signed by a parent or guardian. 
 

When the appeal for blood came from Orlando, Bloodworks Northwest responded immediately, sending more than 70 

units of blood components. The tragedy in Orlando demonstrates the need for blood donors every day. It is important 

to maintain a strong blood supply to meet the needs of patients having surgery, organ transplants, receiving cancer 

treatment, or therapies for blood disorders and to be able to respond when a tragedy does occur.  ALL BLOOD TYPES 

ARE NEEDED! 
  

We are asking donors to make an appointment to donate – to keep our blood supply strong through this summer, so we 

can always meet the needs of local patients. Will you make a commitment to donating blood at our upcoming event, on 

Saturday, July 30th? Call the office at (206)784-1306 to sign up.  There is a sign-up sheet available during coffee hour 

and in Haavik Hall.  This is your chance to save a life! 
 

SUNDAY DINNERS 
 

In response to the needs of the hungry multitudes, Jesus commands, “You give them something to eat!”  
 

There is a lot of enthusiasm in the community about the Sunday Dinner 
program, offering dinners on Sunday nights for our neighbors who are 
homeless or food insecure. Ballard First is providing the space to the 
community to serve meals on Sundays from 5– 6:00 p.m.  We will cook 
and serve dinner on the 4th Sunday of each month. 
 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the program so far! We feel so 
blessed to have had so many excellent volunteers, and have received 
many compliments from our guests. Numbers of guests are growing, but 
continued outreach is important to make sure we reach as many people as 

possible. Please consider distributing flyers in the area (and let us know if you do so, so we can keep track), and of 
course, if you would like to participate in preparing the meals (or setting and cleaning up), please contact Karrin 
Daniels at karrindaniels@msn.com or 206-724-7162. 
 

COMMUNICATION! 
 

IMPORTANT – when sending an email, please use pastorlaurie@bflcs.org and pastorerik@bflcs.org.   
Emails to ballardfirstlutheran.org are not received. 
 

May Sunday Dinner Volunteers! 

mailto:karrindaniels@msn.com
tel:206-724-7162


 

If you would like to receive the weekly email newsletter, please email the office at office@bflcs.org. 

mailto:office@bflcs.org

