
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 
 

10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 
Events in July 

 
Tuesday, July 4th – Church Office is closed 

Blood Drive – Saturday, July 8th 
BFL Goes to the Mariners – Monday, July 24th 
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 Staff  
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg 

pastorerik@bflcs.org 
Pastor Elise Scott 

pastorelise@bflcs.org 
Vicar Joshua Sullivan 
vicarjoshua@bflcs.org 

Church Administrator: Cindy Jackson 
office@bflcs.org 

Caretaker: Dale Pederson 
Treasurer: Julie Millet 
Organist: Ed Egerdahl 

Minister of Music:  
Molly Barnes 

musicminister@bflcs.org 
Renewal: Jessica Zimmerle 

renewal@bflcs.org 
Accompanist: Jim Fisher 

Sunday Nursery: Emily LaFave 
 

 
 

 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 

 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  Bryant Williams 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Tom Tocher 

Vice President: Karrin Daniels  
Secretary: Emily Olsoy  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Tina Aure 
Finance: Kris Breton 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

July 1, 2017 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

I apologize in advance. It is the middle of summer and this letter is about sin. I don’t 
blame you if your response is, “Sin? Really? Can’t we just enjoy the lazy, hazy, crazy 
days of summer?” But I am sure you have noticed that the pride and despair that 
haunt these times have not taken a summer vacation. That’s right. Pride and despair. 
Martin Luther taught that these are the two greatest sins. Yet those are probably not 
very high on the list of the greatest sins that come to mind for most people. Are there 
not indeed sins that do far more harm? What about cruelty? Or greed? Or 
covetousness in all of its forms? These strike me as sins of the first order. But pride 
and despair? I can’t recall a single instance of someone going to jail charged with 
either the crime of pride or despair. 
 

In fact, pride and despair are often considered to be socially acceptable things, even 
downright good things. Parents and teachers encourage children and young people to 
take pride in their behavior and achievements. Employers want employees to “take 
pride in their work.” And, while despair isn’t something for which people tend to 
strive, it is certainly understandable and even forgivable when people fall into despair 
over difficulties in their personal lives or over the state of events unfolding in the 
world. When I consider some of the harsh social realities of our times, homelessness, 
neglect of education, gun violence, poverty, and racism, to mention only a few, I 
might be concerned if someone did not feel at least a little despair about these times. 
 

So was Luther wrong about pride and despair? Or maybe those were sins specific to 
his time, but less relevant to our own. Anyone who has lived through the last twenty-
five years or so knows that times change. New circumstances call for new outlooks. 
Perhaps it is time to replace Luther’s outlook….  
 

Before we do, however, perhaps we could pause for one last reflection about these 
two words, pride and despair. Then we can conclude whether Luther’s teaching still 
has something to say to us today. Why did Luther give them so much heft? I believe it 
was because he was concerned about what pride and despair could lead to if they 
went unchecked. Unchecked pride, Luther taught, ends in a person who out of self-
conceit concludes, “I don’t need God.”  
 

Unchecked despair, Luther taught, ends in a person who out of self-hate concludes, 
“God could never love me.” So while the person consumed with pride lives a life 
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FROM THE PASTOR continued 
 

very different from the person consumed with despair, they both lead to the same end: alienation and estrangement 
from God (and probably in many cases alienation and estrangement from neighbor, too).  
 

One can only speculate about the possible consequences of utter and complete estrangement from God, but I have 
found myself thinking that some of the social realities with which we live today seem practically Godless. And, 
perhaps they would be… if not for the cross. But the cross is a reminder that there are no circumstances so profane or 
so seemingly hopeless that our God will not enter them. The cross that bears the Christ is a reminder that our God has 
endured the consequence of unchecked human pride. The empty cross and tomb serve as reminders that God brings 
hope to places where we have no business expecting it.  
 

During these times when pride in our land seems unrestrained and when despair seems to grow with each new day, 
our hope is in the Holy One who overcame pride by taking humble human form and who insists on bringing hope to 
the darkest, most despairing of circumstances. God is hidden in plain sight. 
 

May you have eyes to see.   Erik 
 

 

VICAR JOSHUA 
 

On Sunday, August 6th we will be saying farewell and extending best wishes to Joshua 
and Maddy during worship and at coffee hour. Please plan to attend.  
 

Joshua will be attending the United Lutheran Seminary. This seminary does not offer 
traditional scholarship aid to defray tuition costs for one-year degree students. 
However, they have committed to help one-year degree students by matching the 
donations made by these students' affiliated churches. Any donations/funds that his 
internship congregation (BFL) sends to the United Lutheran Seminary in his name will 
be matched 100% by the seminary up to the full cost of tuition.  

Donations to this fund will be appropriate if you wish to honor Joshua in that way.   
 

I CARE FOR JULY 
THE I CARE OFFERING FOR THE MONTH OF JULY IS READ-A-RAMA, a non-profit that 
uses books for children and young adults as the springboard for all program activities. 
We provide fully-engaged programming year-round that seeks to improve literacy, 
particularly for children most in need of literacy intervention. Read-a-Rama seeks to 
eradicate illiteracy one child and one book at a time. This summer, Camp Read-a-Rama, 
a day camp celebrating reading, literacy and the power of telling our stories, will serve 
children who live at Mary's Place and the Compass on Dexter apartments.   
 

YOU CAN HELP! 
 Join us on a field trip to Dale Turner YMCA to swim, Seattle Art Museum, Pacific Science Center, the Burke 

Museum or Seattle Center. (Contact Michelle for days and times.)  

 Sign up to cook dinner for campers’ families July 13th and July 20th Family Literacy Night Dinners (6-7:30). 

 Come read to the campers either for 10 minutes (9:00, noonish & 4:15 are typical times) or during our daily 
DEAR Time (Drop Everything and Read), roughly 1¼ hours daily, mid-day, though time will vary because of field 
trips. 

 Come share your talents with the campers (Geology & Music week 1; Storytelling week 2). 

 Donate new and gently used children’s books & backpacks for Family Literacy Bags for each child to keep at 
the end of camp. 

 

Questions? Contact Michelle Martin @ 864-508-1838 or mhmarti@uw.edu or michelleholleymartin@gmail.com  
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GREETINGS FROM OUR ASSISTANT TO THE BISHOP 
 

The Holy Spirit is Moving & Dancing 
  

By the Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee 

Assistant to the Bishop, NWWA Synod 

  

The celebration of Pentecost occurred a few weeks ago. On that day, we 
heard how the disciples finally left that locked room. Thousands were 
baptized. People were swept up in the fire and wind and flame of the Spirit. 
But we are mistaken if we determine that event happened long ago 

without relevance for today. For the Holy Spirit continues to move and breathe as we move and 
breathe in the Spirit … even in the twenty-first century, even here in the Pacific Northwest! 

As I write this, I am on my second day as Assistant to the Bishop. I also am selling my house, 
looking for a house, learning names and faces, absorbing facts and figures, and (as you all 
experience) driving in western Washington traffic. It is exciting and overwhelming all at the same 
time. 

I admit when I was approached about this position, I resisted. I was settled. I was happy with my 
call. I had a dentist and hair stylist and dog groomer. I was not considering a move to the west side. 
But as I talked with Bishop Unti and the rest of the staff, my excitement grew and I felt the Holy 
Spirit calling me to a new and different place. 

When I think back on my life, this is exactly how God invites me to new ventures.  If someone had 
told me my freshman year at PLU that I would become a pastor I would have laughed out loud. If 
someone had told me my first call would be on the Flathead Indian Reservation I would have shook 
my head in disbelief. If someone had said that I would live in Spokane for twenty years I would have 
said, “There’s no way!” If someone had suggested I move out of Spokane after twenty years I would 
have said (and did), “But I’m comfortable.” And yet … that pesky (awesome!) Holy Spirit who, from 
the beginning of time, mixes and tosses and stirs, led me to this place to be in ministry with all of you. 

The Holy Spirit is moving and dancing … in your lives, in your church, in your world. Unpredictable, 
fanciful, animated but never boring, the Spirit blows upon us, our church, our world as we move 
from the past into the unknown, as we come ever closer to the time when peace and justice reign, 
as we join together in the cosmic holy dance.   

I look forward to hearing how the Holy Spirit has called you into your vocations and callings, into 
new and different ministries. As we move into this future together we know that life is not always 
predictable, but in the midst of uncertainty, we are certain of God’s love and grace through Jesus. 
We are certain that the Holy Spirit is leading, guiding, prodding, coaxing us into a new day.  

I would love to preach, teach, meet or whatever may help you and your congregation. I look 
forward to our journey together. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Shelley Bryan Wee 
shelley@lutheransnw.org / 206-783-9292 ext. 103 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 
 

Great time on the hike to Heather Lake! 
Thanks to all the intrepid BFL hikers who 
braved the trail.  
 

 
 

Kids Camp Set Up is 

Sunday, July 30th, following 

coffee hour. 

 

Many hands make light 

work! 



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR JULY 
 

Altar Care Month of July   Tina Aure, Marcia Nelson, Edna Peterson  
 

Acolytes    
July 2 TBD 
July 9 TBD 
July 16 TBD 
July 23 TBD 
July 30 TBD 
 

Assisting Minister 
July 2 Nancy Fisher 
July 9 Chris Bloomquist 
July 16 Erin Schadt 
July 23  Karrin Daniels 
July 30 Veronica Redpath 
 

Communion Assistants 
July 2 Rosalind Caryl, Lisa Laxson 
July 9 Joan and Kim Peterson 
July 16 Leotagail Kramer, Gunbjorg Ladstein 
July 23 Edna Peterson, Lauren Jensen 
July 30 Rosalind Caryl, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
 

Counters 
July 2 Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
July 9 Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud 
July 16 Tina Aure, Karen & Malcom Unseth 
July 23  Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
July 30 Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
 

Lectors 
July 2 Nick Host 
July 9 Tom Tocher 
July 16 Glenn Hare 
July 23 Megan Hundley 
July 30  
 

Ushers 
July 2 Nick Host  
July 9 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer 
July 16 Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
July 23 Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz  
July 30 TBD 
 

Van Drivers 
July 2  Ray Gooch 
July 9  Tina Aure 
July 16  Dave Hilmoe 
July 23  Kim Peterson 
July 30  Tina Aure  



 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

May Financial Report General Fund 

 
May Actual May Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
Envelope/Loose 
Giving $19,362.00  $23,687.44  $135,213.57  $132,646.81  $2,566.76  

Other Income $38,737.97  $9,024.99  $92,001.17  $49,124.99  $42,876.18  

Total Income $58,099.97  $32,712.43  $227,214.74  $181,771.80  $45,442.94  

 
          

Expenses $42,703.49  $46,483.09  $214,581.88  $221,860.64  ($7,278.76) 

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) $15,396.48  ($13,770.66) $12,632.86  ($40,088.84) $52,721.70  

      Cash Balance $77,596.31  
    Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance 

(actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If 

you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In May, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet in 
the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship, 
attended the NW Washington Synod Assembly, held weekly bible study, provided space for AA groups, Boy Scouts, Ballard Little 
League, Market Street Singers,  LYONS, Renewal, provided space and hosted Sunday Dinner, hosted weekly text study for area 
pastors, mission sewing, financially helped support the National Interreligious Initiative for Peace in the Middle East. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

  



 

MUSIC MUSIC MUSIC! 

 
 

The National Lutheran Choir leads a community-wide evening of singing in commemoration of the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. This unique program, featuring the National Lutheran Choir, a 
massed choir of singers from local choirs assembled for this momentous occasion, and the congregation, will 
celebrate the rich treasury of music – from early hymns to new works – expressing the journey of the Church. 
Under the direction of Dr. David Cherwien, the 64-voice National Lutheran Choir seeks to strengthen, renew 
and preserve the heritage of sacred choral music. More information at NLCA.com.  

 

Would you just love to sing with this group on 29 September? 
Great!  Just such an opportunity is open to the first 150 singers who sign up.  There will be three anthems and a 
few hymn descants to learn ahead of time by attending at least one of the following prep rehearsals, both held at 
Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church, 7500 Greenwood Ave N in Seattle: 

 Tuesday, 19 September, 7-9 p.m. 
 Sunday, 24 September, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Music will be distributed at the rehearsals.  There will also be a rehearsal with NLC the night of the concert at St. 
Mark’s beginning at 5:45pm. To sing, you must sign up – take a minute to do it now – by responding with your 
name, congregation, and voice part via e-mail at Sept29Singer@gmail.com.  Your gift of song is a cherished gift. 

 

Friday, September 29, 2017 – 7:30pm 
St. Mark’s Cathedral 
1245 10th Ave. E., Seattle, WA 98102 
Info at: www.saintmarks.org/music/arts-concerts 

                
 

Summer Hymns: Pick ‘Em! 
 

Is there a hymn that inspires a particular or poignant memory for you? Is there a hymn that 
reminds you of a loved one? Is there a hymn that never fails to raise your spirits? Is there a 
hymn that you consider to be a touchstone? Is there a hymn that causes you to think, “How 
can I keep from singing?” Is there a hymn that sings of your deepest hopes?  
 

This summer, we invite you to submit your hymn requests. Please fill out, clip, and send in 
the form below or drop it in the offering plate. Or simply email your hymn requests to 
office@bflcs.org.  

 

But also please include along with your hymn request a sentence or two (but, in the interest of space 
considerations, probably not more than a sentence or two) why that hymn is especially meaningful to you. We 
will do our very best to accommodate all requests as much as we are able! 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Hymn Request ___________________________________________________ 
 
Why I have selected this hymn:  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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DISCERNMENT WORK CONTINUES – Listening 
 

Discernment Period Internal Listening Sessions 
 
Dear Members and Friends of BFL: 
 
This is a request for volunteers to conduct short, fun listening sessions 
with members and friends of BFL over the next 4 months.  We have a 
one page questionnaire for these listening sessions.   In addition to 
getting good input into this discernment effort, this is a good way for us 
to better connect with our fellow members and friends of BFL!  If you 
just want to do this with your family members, that’d be fine!  
 
Here are the questions, so that you can be thinking about your personal responses and can also see 
how straightforward it would be to listen and record BFL’s members & friends respond: 
 

1. How did you discover Ballard First Lutheran and what has kept you involved? 
 

2. In what ways do you think our congregation could foster a community of Christ? 
 

3. In what ways do you think God is calling us to connect with and serve the Ballard community?  
 

4. If there were one thing about Ballard First Lutheran you could change, what would that be? 
 

5. If there were one issue facing Ballard that you wish we would be more involved in solving, what 
would that be? 
 

6. What other comments or suggestions do you have? 
 
Please call or email Dave Hilmoe if you’d be willing to spend a couple of hours over the next few 
months to help us to get this important input.  All you need to be is a good listener, to write down 
what’s said and turn in the one page form.  It sounds too easy, doesn’t it?  
 
Thanks in advance for your help listening to our congregation! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Dave Hilmoe 
watervet@q.com  
206 713 0690 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Endowment Fund Scholarships are available to Ballard First Lutheran 
members who are attending a Lutheran school of higher education.   

 
For more information, contact the church office at 206-784-1306 or office@bflcs.org. 
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LYONS 
 

Tuesday, July 11 - Stand-Up Paddle Boarding (HIGH SCHOOL) 
Meet at 10:00am @ St John United   Cost: $40     
Two awesome guides from Peak 7 Adventures will be taking us stand-up paddle boarding. 
Space is limited, so sign up early. Sign ups for high school youth only will end June 20, and 
then be open to middle school youth as well if space allows. 

  

Monday, July 17 - Wild Waves Day (ALL LYONS) 
Leave St. John @ 9am    Arrive Back to St. John @ 5:30pm   Cost: $30     
Join us for a day of sun, rides, and waterslides! We will be spending a full day down at Wild Waves Theme Park. 
Bring a friend, pack your sunscreen and get ready for a great day together. 
  

July 29 - August 4 - Idaho Servant Adventures - Middle School (Registration Closed) 
We will be taking our largest group of Middle School students to a great week of service and camp just north of 
Couer d'Alene, ID. 

 

BFL GOES TO THE MARINERS! 

 

BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN 

GOES TO SAFECO FIELD  
Monday, July 24th  
 

The Mariners against the Boston Red Sox.  
 

The game begins at 7:00. Tickets are $13.00.  

Please contact Cindy at the church office to purchase your 
tickets! Call 206-784-1306 or email office@bflcs.org. 

 
FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER! 

 
Graduation 
was short 
and sweet, 
with the 
emphasis 

on sweet :) We had a class of 18 Pre-K children 
this year. The bond that they have made with 
each other will I'm sure need to be nurtured 
with "play dates," after some go their separate 
ways to their new schools. Some will still be 
together in elementary, which will be a good 
thing, so that they can support each other on 
their new adventure! 

 

For the graduation performance the children 
did several songs, as well as The Pledge of 
Allegiance with both words and sign language. 
They have learned several songs in sign over 
the course of the school year, which has been 
part of a great learning experience for them, 
thanks to Ms. Nessie :) My favorite song they 
sang for graduation was, "I'm a 
Graduate...Oooh, Oooh, Oooh!" with Pastor 
Erik joining in! 
 

Summer is here!   Ms. Karen & Staff 
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