
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

9:00 a.m. Education  
 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Annual Meeting and Potluck 
Sunday, January 28th at 11:30am 
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 Staff  
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg 

pastorerik@bflcs.org 
Pastor Elise Scott 

pastorelise@bflcs.org 
Vicar Sarah Derrick 

intern@bflcs.org 
Church Administrator: Cindy Jackson 

office@bflcs.org 
Caretaker: Matt Horton 
Treasurer: Julie Millet 
Organist: Ed Egerdahl 

Minister of Music:  
Molly Barnes 

barnesma@plu.edu 
Renewal: Jessica Zimmerle 

renewal@bflcs.org 
Accompanist: Jim Fisher 

Sunday Nursery: Emily LaFave 
 

 
 

 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 

 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  Bryant Williams 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Tom Tocher 

Vice President: Karrin Daniels  
Secretary: Emily Olsoy  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Tina Aure 
Finance: Kris Breton 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

Dear Friends, 
 

As my newsletter article last month noted, Advent has always been one of my favorite 

liturgical seasons and this year was no exception! 
 

In fact, as we came together as a community to worship and break bread on the 

Wednesdays in Advent, I couldn’t help but notice how much Ballard First Lutheran 

embodied its motto, “Blessed to be a blessing!” 
 

The vibrant atmosphere of Ballard First Lutheran almost pulsated through the air on the 

Wednesdays of Advent!  It seemed like each week the church was a hub of activity as 

LYONS youth enjoyed fellowship time in the basement of the church office, Girl Scouts 

made their way to meetings in the church fellowship hall, parents picked up their children 

from the Childcare Center, and people from our confirmation class, church council, and 

choir prepared soup suppers in Haavik Hall!  
 

As I left church on these evenings, I was enlivened by the buzz of activities that had been 

taking place here at BFL and I couldn’t help but note that this is what it means to be the 

body of Christ in this world.   
 

We, as a faith community, had gathered around the many gifts that God has bestowed on 

us, and instead of hoarding these gifts and keeping them only for ourselves, we had shared 

them with our community --- creating an atmosphere that was bubbling over with life and 

joy. 
 

At the start of this New Year, I would like to invite you to consider the gifts that God has 

bestowed upon you and how God may be calling you to share these gifts.  For it is in using 

and sharing our gifts that we come alive, that we experience joy, that we are transformed! 
 

Last year around this time, we received a matching pledge challenge to which you 

responded faithfully, generously, and abundantly!  Although we do not have the matching 

pledge challenge this year, pledge cards have been sent so that you can prayerfully 

consider the ways in which God is calling you to share your gifts and continue creating 

abundant life for not only our faith community, but for the people of our broader 

community and world as well. 
 

If you have not yet had a chance to complete and return your pledge card, it’s not too 

late!  You can still return them either to the church office or simply place them in the 

offering plate during worship on Sunday! 
 

As we continue to gather our gifts together and share them with one another, we embark on 

another exciting year of ministry together - a year that is again sure to be filled with vibrant 

activity and rooted in the knowledge that we are indeed “Blessed to be a blessing!”  
 

Pastor Elise 
 

mailto:pastorelise@bflcs.org
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VICAR SARAH 
 

Grace and Peace, Friends, 
 

What's your resolution? How do you want to be different in 2018? What do you want to change?   
 

These or similar questions have probably been asked of you here recently, by others or yourself. Maybe you've joined 
a gym or started paying more attention to food labels. Maybe you've set an intention of being more financially 
responsible this year.  Setting goals for ourselves is a powerful and positive tool. Recently on my trip home to South 
Carolina, I came across my list of goals I had set for myself the year I lived at home before seminary.  Out of the five I 
had set, I think I only ended up meeting one of them.  It served as a reminder that even in our best intentions, we 
often fall short of our own expectations, or expectations others have of us.    
 

Through Christmas, we celebrated Christ coming into the world, we celebrated Christ becoming human and living a 
human life.  I find this time of year, the time of year where we sometimes set super-human expectations of ourselves, 
to be one where we can quickly forget this Christmas message.  Undoubtedly, the resolutions we make for ourselves 
with shift, we'll slip up at some point.  Hopefully, in our resolution making, we remember the incredible gift of God's 
grace.  We remember that God became human in Jesus at Christmas, which means God knows what it is to be a 
human being.  As we bump into our own limits, when we fall short, may we always remember the good news of 
Christmas--the Word became flesh and lived among us! 
 

DISCERNMENT 
 
 

DISCERNMENT UPDATE & JANUARY MEETING 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the listening sessions in 2017—we heard from 55 members and friends of 
Ballard First Lutheran who shared their thoughts on why they are a part of BFL, how we are being called to serve our 
community, what we should consider changing or improving, and more. As one example, see the “word cloud” here 
which shows the trends to your answers to the question “If there was one issue facing Ballard that you wish we would 
be more involved in solving, what would that be?” All your feedback will be invaluable as we take the next steps in 
our discernment journey. 
 
Speaking of which, please join me and the Discernment Committee for Coffee Hour on Sunday, January 21. At the 
meeting, I’ll go over the results of the listening sessions in detail, identify trends and big picture indicators, and 
outline the next steps in the discernment period, which, ultimately, will result in a vision for our long-term future and 
a strategic plan to carry out that vision in the shorter term. 
 
Thank you again, and if you have 
any questions, don’t hesitate to 
reach out! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Erin M. Schadt 
eschadt@msn.com 206-538-7577 

 
 

SPECIAL COFFEE HOURS  
 

January 14TH  2018 Budget Preview Coffee Hour 
January 21ST  Discernment Period Discussion Coffee Hour 
 

mailto:eschadt@msn.com
tel:(206)%20538-7577


 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Joining God in 2018 
The Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod 

From the January 2018 edition of The Spirit 

 

The Synod’s Living Local 
movement invites us to be alert 
to where we see God acting 
beyond the four walls of the 
church.  It is about developing 

the eyes to see and the ears to hear.  It helps to have 
a few clues of where to look and listen. Here are two 
that have been helpful to me recently. 
 
Clue #1: Suffering 
The scriptures encourage us to look for God 
wherever we see and hear people crying out 
because of oppression, suffering, and pain.  We have 
all had experiences of being with people and groups 
who are hurting deeply.  It is not always easy to be 
present in these situations.  When we are, 
something power-filled often happens.  We 
experience empathy, love, and compassion.  We 
experience blessing.  We experience God. 
 
Recently, I was with a new friend from Peru who has 
spent a significant amount of time living amongst 
the poorest people of his country.   While raised in a 
very wealthy family, as a teenager he felt a strong 
call to be with the poor.  Much to the consternation 
of his father, he left home to spend a year with a 
peasant farmer’s family.  He fell deeply in love with 
this family and their neighbors.  He said, “I was 
privileged to reach out and touch the wounds of 
Jesus.”  When he returned home, he completed his 
education and landed a very prestigious job in the 
banking industry.  He excelled in this work and had 
all the resources to live the “good life.” But he 
missed the people he had come to know and love.  
 
It was a shock when he told his boss, who wanted to 
promote him, that instead he felt called to enter into 
the priesthood and become a Benedictine monk.  He 
wanted to devote his life to living in poverty and 
discovering God’s love among the poor. It is the one 

place he knows he will see, hear, and experience the 
presence of God. 
 
Clue #2: New Life 
There is another place that I have learned to see and 
hear God.  I find God whenever I see new life 
happening - whether it is the first crocus erupting in 
the still-cold soil of winter, the first birdsong of an 
early spring morning, or being on stage in my role as 
Community College Trustee to shake the hand of a 
“first person in the family” to ever graduate from 
college.  Each of these experiences speak of hope, 
promise and new life and bear the fingerprints of 
God. 
 
For me, there is one experience of new life that tops 
all others.  I know of no greater joy than to hold a 
baby in my arms, to stroke the child’s soft hair, to 
hear the coos of wonder, and to smell the 
newness.  I know I am holding a miracle: one so 
vulnerable, so innocent, so full of fragile life.  To hold 
a baby is to experience the presence of God. 
 
There is a category of people who revel in the 
opportunity to hold a child.  They are called 
grandparents.  Grandparents who are so touched by 
this encounter of new life that they are willing to 
pack up their belongings and move across the 
country just to be in the presence of their 
grandbaby. They take hundreds of photos, eager to 
show the latest, and relish being able to Facetime 
with their grandbaby.  The child re-centers their lives 
and becomes the source of their greatest joy. 
 
These two clues remind us that God is present all 
around us – all the time. In suffering and new life; in 
sorrow and in joy. Let us look and listen together for 
where we can join God in 2018. 
 

  



FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 

November Financial Report General Fund 

 

November 
Actual 

November 
Budget 

Year To Date 
Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To Date 
Variance 

 Envelope/Loose 
Giving $26,461.70  $25,082.45  $265,344.63  $271,085.59  ($5,740.96) 

 Other Income $5,507.44  $9,024.99  $193,420.72  $150,274.93  $43,145.79  
 Total Income $31,969.14  $34,107.44  $458,765.35  $421,360.52  $37,404.83  
 

 
          

 Expenses $48,412.29  $40,524.75  $611,429.16  $469,303.22  $142,125.94  
 

 
          

 Surplus / (Loss) ($16,443.15) ($6,417.31) ($152,663.81) ($47,942.70) ($104,721.11) 
 

       Cash Balance $6,913.29  
      

This month's expenses reflect 20% of the Barden Estate Gift $101,250 designated to the BFL Endowment Fund. Each month this 
report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date.  In addition, the last column shows the 
variance (actual - budget).  We are also reporting our current General Fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better 
understand our overall financial situation.  If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee 
members.   

 

In November, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands 

and feet in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday 

worship in our church van, held weekly Bible Study, provided space for Boy Scout and Girl Scout troops, hosted the Sunday 

Dinner program, provided space for AA groups, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, celebrated the Reformation, held 

a church work day, participated in a confirmation retreat, financially helped support Food Lifeline. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 

In January, I look “at the new year as an opportunity to stand on new ground” with “strength 
and courage” that “I can face the challenges”. “It is time to make things right, to stay on the 
path” and to “turn from ignorance and prejudice toward a light that never goes out”. “There is 
nothing to be gained by showing fear in a chaotic world” and “the death of fear is in doing what 
you fear to do”.* 
 
Each new year does bring us to new ground to stand and this year that ground seems to be 

more unstable than in the past. However chaotic the world has become, I remind myself that I have the strength and 
courage to meet the challenge to stay on the path to make things right. That strength and courage comes from God’s 
love (“the light that never goes out”) and my mind, heart and hands doing God’s work.  I can stay on the path in small 
ways like listening and praying. I can learn to not show fear and do what I fear to do by becoming more visible and 
civically active.  
 
What new ground will you be standing on and how will you meet the challenges ahead? 
 
In Peace, 
Ann Maki 
 
*Paraphase of a meditation written by Sequichie Comingdeer from A Cherokee Feast of Days, compiled by Joyce 
Sequichie Hifler. 
  



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR DECEMBER 
 

Altar Care - Month of January: Terry LaFave, Ramona Leer, Sharon Lange, Marilyn Fuller 
 

Acolytes    
January 7 TBD 
January 14 TBD 
January 21 TBD 
January 28 TBD 
 

Assisting Minister 
January 7 Erin Schadt 
January 14 Scott Ingham 
January 21 Vicar Sarah 
January 28 Scott Ingham 
 

Communion Assistants 
January 7 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
January 14 Lauren Jensen  
January 21 Edna Peterson, Kristen Wilson Weiberg  
January 28 Joan Peterson, Kim Peterson 
 
 

Counters 
January 7  Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
January 14  Sue Clauson, Kelly Fahlman 
January 21  Jan Holm, Ramona Leer  
January 28  Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud  
 
 

Lectors 
January 7 Kathy Johnson 
January 14 Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
January 21 Glenn Hare 
January 28 Jerry Shierk 
 
 

Ushers 
January 7 Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer, Kim Peterson, Anders Weiberg 
January 14 Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer & John Schwartz 
January 21 Jenny Holm, Jeff Powers, Glenn Hare, Amelia Hare 
January 28 David Austin, Laurie Austin, Farid Chouery, Kevin Severud 
 
 

Van Drivers 
January 7 Dave Hilmoe  
January 14 Ray Gooch 
January 21 Tina Aure 
January 28 Kim Peterson 



 

I CARE FOR JANUARY 
 

I CARE SUNDAY WILL BE JANUARY 28TH FOR LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES NORTHWEST, a 
nonprofit human services agency serving communities throughout Washington, Oregon, and 
Idaho. Their mission is to partner with individuals, families, and communities for health, justice, 
and hope.  The caring staff provides a wide variety of services to adults, adolescents, children, 
families, schools, businesses, congregations, neighborhoods and communities. Each year LCS 
Northwest serves more than 120,000 people of all ages, cultures and faiths.  Thank you for your 
generosity in supporting this worthwhile ministry. 
 

 

LYONS 
 

LYONS VISIONING 
 

The Lutheran Youth of North Seattle (LYONS) is celebrating its 20th year of ministry in the 
North Seattle area. As most people do, we will be celebrating throughout the year, but in 

addition to looking back we want to take a focused look at what is ahead for LYONS in the next 20 years and 
beyond. To do that we are embarking on a Visioning process this winter and spring and we are looking for 
the input of all congregational members. 
 
The goal of the visioning process is to create a new/renewed and refreshed vision for youth faith formation, 
youth ministry and to continue supporting, growing and sustaining this vibrant ministry. A Visioning team 
has been created that includes congregational members and pastors from each of the LYONS member 
churches (Phinney Ridge Lutheran, Queen Anne Lutheran, Ballard First Lutheran, St. John United Lutheran 
and University Lutheran). Jeff Powers and Steve Redpath are your Ballard First representatives on the Vision 
Team. We have also solicited the help of Dave Ellingson to help shepherd us through the process. Dave is a 
Lutheran Pastor, an educator who has taught youth ministry courses at Trinity Lutheran College, and has 
consulted with a number of churches on visioning and program development. 
 
As we progress into January and February we will be looking for input from our congregation community at 
large. We are hoping to hear from everyone including those that have not been involved with LYONS as well 
as avid supporters and volunteers. We will cast our net for input by sending out an online survey, hard copy 
survey, and conducting face to face meetings. Jeff and Steve will also be available during coffee hour to hear 
your input about the future of LYONS. 
 
Once the input collection phase is complete the visioning team will review the data collected and  issue a 
report with recommendations for the future of the LYONS Ministry. The report will then be used to develops 
goals and strategies for implementation. 
 
More details will be forthcoming as move down the visioning path. We look forward to gathering your 
comments, concerns and ideas for the future of LYONS. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 

As you can imagine, we had many excited children here, anticipating their Christmas wishes coming true. It was also 
very nice to have them learn about Advent from Pastor Erik, Pastor Elise and Vicar Sarah, as we lit the candles on the 
wreath each week during Chapel.  
 
Our annual Christmas Program was, I think, one of the best ever! All of the classrooms, from the smallest to the 
tallest, did a fantastic job!  And extra kudos to the audience of relatives and friends who were patient and quiet 
throughout the performance.   The slide presentation didn't even get knocked over this year - yeah! 
 
God's Peace, 
Ms. Karen & Staff 
 

 

HOST FAMILIES WANTED 
 

 

A group of 10 students from the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (Vicar Sarah's seminary) will 

be coming to Seattle for a conference January 28-30, 2018.  Are you interested in hosting a student (or 

a few!) at your home? With the conference taking up much of their days, students will be in need of a 

place to sleep. Vicar Sarah will be coordinating transportation to and from the conference daily.   

 

If you are interested, please email Vicar Sarah at intern@bflcs.org. 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
 

 

Pledge Forms 
 
If you have not yet had an opportunity to return your pledge card, we 
invited you to place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or mail to 
the church. 
 

WITH GRATITUDE 
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ADVOCACY 
 

 

FAN works for social justice across the state.   
 

 

Interfaith Advocacy Day Faith Action Network is sponsoring its annual 
Interfaith Advocacy Day (IFAD) at the state legislature on Thursday, Feb. 
20th at The United Churches of Olympia.  This day brings the voice of 
compassion and justice to our elected leaders. 
 
We partner for the common good with people of all faiths who stand up boldly to 
challenge the powerful. Your meeting with legislators and/or their staff on this day is 
the most important thing our faith advocates can do. 
 
On Interfaith Advocacy Day, you will be able to: 

 Join workshops that will break down the issues on FAN’s 2018 Legislative Agenda 
 Learn current best practices on how to advocate in today’s legislature 
 Learn how to prepare for briefings and hearings. 
 Meet with your legislator! Once you register, FAN will set up an appointment 

for you and others from your district  
 Lunch will be provided 

 
 
 

Don’t miss this important day in Olympia! 
  
REGISTRATION: $15.00 when paid in advance, and $20.00 if you pay at the door. Your 
registration fee helps to cover some of the cost of renting our meeting space, catering, 
and materials. Contact us at fan@fanwa.org to register or if you need a scholarship. 
  
After you register, you will be emailed details on the agenda, workshop topics, and the 
times of your legislative appointments. To help us in this important work, make sure 
you register with a strong commitment to join us on February 9!  
  
LOCATION: We will start the day at The United Churches of Olympia, 110 11th Avenue 
SE,  Olympia, WA 98501. Unless you have special accessibility needs, parking is 
available in a nearby state capitol parking lot for a small fee. We recommend 
carpooling with others from your faith community or your area. 

  

http://fanwa.org/legislative-agenda/
mailto:fan@fanwa.org?subject=IFAD%20Scholarship%20Request
mailto:fan@fanwa.org


 

SUNDAY DINNER 
 

 
We have many thanks to give for gifts that made the Ballard Sunday Dinner on Christmas 
Eve extra special to our guests: the Nyer Knitters for the hats and scarves; Rachel's Circle for 
the socks; and Marilyn and Richard for the jackets! Our Ballard Sunday Dinner guests were 
grateful to have these wonderful, warm items to bring with them.  

 
 
Big thanks to our volunteers, who gave time on Christmas Eve day to prepare, serve, and/or clean up, and to 
anyone who has donated financially. We heard from a few people that they had nowhere else to get a 
meal on Sunday, and our meal was possible because of all of you! 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

EVENING MISSION QUILTING  - The Evening Edition of Mission Quilting will meet 
on Monday, January 8TH  at 7pm.   

 
MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY RESUMES The Wednesday Bible study will start again on Wednesday, 
January 17th at 12pm in Haavik Hall.  New members are always welcome. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL for ages 3-103 will resume Sunday, January 7th, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.  

 

2018 ANNUAL MEETING 

The Ballard First Lutheran Annual Meeting will be held on January 28, 2018.  The meeting will be 

held at noon in the Lower Social Hall and will start with a potluck lunch. 

The purpose of the annual meeting is for our congregation to reflect on the year that just ended 

and to plan for the year ahead.   There will also be the proposed 2018 budget to consider and 

vote on.  The budget is a reflection of our mission and much work goes into developing the 

budget that the Council recommends to the congregation for adoption. 

 

 COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED 

Have you considered signing up to host one of our fellowship hours following the 10:00 
Sunday service? Or, bringing goodies to stock our freezer for “No Host” Sundays? This 
fellowship time is enjoyed by so many; however, we are always in need of people to 
serve as hosts and hostesses and to pitch in with set-up/clean-up.  So, grab a friend or 
two and sign up today in Haavik Hall!     

 


