
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

  

9:00am Education, 10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Interfaith Advocacy Day – Thursday, February 9th 
 

Ordination Service for Elise Scott 
Saturday, February 11th at 2:00 p.m. 
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 Staff  
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg 

pastorerik@bflcs.org  
Vicar Joshua Sullivan 
vicarjoshua@bflcs.org 

Church Administrator: Cindy Jackson 
office@bflcs.org 

Caretaker: Dale Pederson 
Treasurer: Julie Millet 
Organist: Ed Egerdahl 

Minister of Music:  
Molly Barnes 

musicminister@bflcs.org 
Renewal: Jessica Zimmerle 

renewal@bflcs.org 
Accompanist: Jim Fisher 

Sunday Nursery: Emily LaFave 
 

 
 

 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 

 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  Bryant Williams 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Susan Weber 

Vice President: Jeff Powers  
Secretary: Lisa Laxson  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Steve Maris 
Finance: Kris Breton 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 On Sunday, January 8, 2017, our congregation voted to call Elise Scott as 

pastor of Ballard First Lutheran Church to serve on a half-time basis for a two-year 

period. On Saturday, January 21, 2017, Bishop Kirby Unti signed the letter of call, 

and it was sent on to Elise. In Monday, January 23, 2017, Elise received and signed the 

Letter of Call! I am happy to report that she will begin her work at Ballard First 

Lutheran Church on Wednesday, February 1, 2017. She will offer her first Sunday 

sermon on February 5. Please keep her in your prayers during this time of transition. 

 Elise will not technically be considered a pastor until she is ordained. There is a 

date for that, too! Her ordination will be held at Ballard First Lutheran on Saturday, 

February 11, 2017 at 2:00 in the afternoon. Bishop Kirby Unti of the Northwest 

Washington Synod will preside over her ordination and install her as pastor of our 

congregation. Elise’s father, Pastor Mark Scott of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Marietta, Georgia will be the preacher. Leaders from across the church will participate 

in the laying on of hands. Then, after she is installed, Pastor Elise Scott will preside at 

our communion table for the first time. Ordinations are rare for most congregations, 

including ours. So this will be a historic day for Elise and for our faith community. I 

hope you will come and surround her with welcome and affirmation. If you want to 

dress up in the festive spirit of the day, I encourage you to wear the color red. A 

welcome reception will follow. 

 I am eager for Elise’s time with us. Her arrival heralds a new model for the 

church: “bi-vocational ministry.” As most of you know, Elise is also an attorney who 

feels profoundly called to both the work of pastoral ministry and the work of legal 

guardianship for seniors. The very nature of her call reminds us that God is at work 

inside and outside of the church. Her presence reminds us that all of our lives present 

opportunities for ministry. Sometimes it happens under the auspices of the church, but 

it happens in so many other ways: education, health care, industry, agriculture, 

business, and commercial fishing to name a handful of them. God cares about it all!   

 So I hope you will come and celebrate as this unique, remarkable woman 

begins her ministry among us! 

 

Thanks for all you do.                                                                                                                       

Erik 

 



 

VICAR REFLECTIONS 
 
February marks the halfway point of my internship here at Ballard First Lutheran and at Faith Action Network (FAN). 
So much has transpired and I have grown so much in these six months! I must remind you all at BFL that through your 
stewardship you have made so many amazing opportunities and experiences possible for me. Indeed, you all have 
shaped me as a future leader ready to enter public life as both a religious and a civic leader and I thank you so much. 
 

I look forward anxiously to the next six months with you! I can’t say that this internship has been easy—especially 
having to constantly pivot between the responsibilities and high expectations of both FAN and BFL. In fact, it has been 
very challenging at times, especially as Maddy (my wife) and I have endured the loss of a beloved grandfather and 
also have had to stomach other deep disappointments of a more political nature… 
 

Nevertheless, my faith is ultimately in Jesus the Christ. And this assurance of God’s definitive and complete mercy 
enables me to look forward with a sober hope—to claim the future for my own. Over the past few months I have 
taken much inspiration from the German Lutheran pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer who was imprisoned and killed by the 
Nazis in 1943. He writes from prison, “The essence of optimism is not its view of the present, but the fact that it is the 
inspiration of life and hope when others give in; it enables a person to hold their head high when everything seems to 
be going wrong; it gives them strength to sustain reverses and yet to claim the future for themselves instead of 
abandoning it to their opponent.” 
 

I pray that you all will move forward from Epiphany into Lent, yes, with a certain amount “solemnity,” but I pray even 
more fervently that you will go forward with a ferocious optimism grounded in the sure knowledge that God has 
entered into our world and into our experience in order to change us all for the better. Amen! 
 

Vicar Joshua 
 

 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 
 

Memorial Service 
Rodney William Brumpton 

January 15, 2017 
   

 
 

ORDINATION SERVICE FOR ELISE SCOTT 

 

 

Please join us for the service of ordination 
of  

Elise Scott  
Saturday, February 11th at 2:00 p.m. 

Ballard First Lutheran Church  



 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Companionship 
 
The Rev. Kirby Unti, NWWA Synod Bishop 
Article from The Spirit, February 2017 

 

What is it about eating together that draws people into deeper relationship?  It is true 
for meals of romance, friendship and even business.  Sitting across the table, face to 
face, enjoying good food and beverage has its own magic.  It works whether you start 
out as complete strangers or you are lifelong friends.    Meal is part of the glue that 
holds friendships together. 
 
When I traveled to Ethiopia I learned how important sharing a meal is the world 

around.  The villagers that we visited spent the entire day - from before sunrise until dinner - working on behalf 
of the meal.  It began with the women walking for miles to find sticks for the fire.  The younger women were sent 
out to get clean water.  Then there was the preparation of the “tef” which is what they call the grain our of which 
they make their bread.  It was back breaking work to grow which the men did on the hills that they first had to 
terrace with rocks.  Tef has to be separated and pounded and sifted before it can be cooked.  Goat meat was an 
added treat.  The young boys of the village raised the goats by tending to them all day long.  A life spent 
preparing for daily meal made the words of the Lord’s Prayer come to life, “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
 
It was such an honor and a joy to be the guest knowing full well that we were receiving a portion of the meal that 
they themselves were sacrificing.  Meal is how we honor guest the world around.  It is how we build lasting 
friendship. 
 
The English “companion”, the Spanish “compañero”, the Italian “compagno”, and the French “copain” all come 
from the Latin meaning “with whom one eats bread.”   
It is no wonder that the Bible is filled with meal stories, breaking bread, sharing fish, feasting, celebrating and 
huddling around fires.   
 
This past year many of us in the Synod who are a part of the Living Local movement have been dwelling in the 
story of the, “Sending of the Seventy.”  In the story Jesus encourages the seventy, on more than one occasion, to 
enter the home of strangers and to eat whatever is set before them.  This is what radical hospitality is about.  It is 
one thing to set table for another.  It is something else to sit as guest and to receive what is offered. 
Living Local is a movement within our Synod that is based upon an accompaniment model.   Accompaniment is 
how we discover God together with our neighbors by breaking bread with them.  We have living examples of 
where this is happening through block parties, barbecues, in-home meals and often at place like Luther’s Table.    
It is one of the hoped for outcomes of our Neighbors in Faith movement – breaking bread together with our 
Muslim and Jewish neighbors. 
 
Jesus was on to something on the night in which he was betrayed, when he took bread and broke it and gave it to 
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat.  This is my body given for you.” 

 
Friends, companions, I continue to believe at my deepest level that this is precisely what the world is  
hungering for – Companionship! 

 

 



 

I CARE FOR FEBRUARY 
 

I CARE SUNDAY is February 26th and the recipient will be Faith Action Network. FAN is a statewide 
interfaith advocacy non-profit organization through which thousands of people and over 70 faith 
communities across Washington State partner for the common good. It is a network of congregations that 
believe justice work is part of our religious calling, communicates with elected officials about critical social 
issues, and advocates for a more just and sustainable world.  
 

A Partnership for the Common Good - Together, we are a 
powerful voice of the faithful building a more just, peaceful, and 
sustainable world.   
 

CHOIR NEWS 

Some more musical opportunities:  
As a congregation, there has been a much welcomed interest in incorporating more African American 
spirituals into worship. Please join us as we learn about, sing, and celebrate this important music. Any who 
are interested in participating are welcome and encouraged to join us in the choir room after worship on 
Sunday February 5th from 11:45-12:30!  
 

Choir re-scheduling note: 
During the second week of February, choir is rescheduled. Instead of meeting on Thursday February 9th, 
choir will be meeting on Wednesday February 8 from 7-8:30 in Haavik Hall. All other rehearsals during the 
month remain at the normal time of Thursday's from 7-8:30 in HH.  

 

Kids Choir - all children through fifth grade 

Children's choir at the beginning of each Sunday! All children through fifth grade meet 
in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings from 8:55-9:15. 
 

Youth Choir  - middle school, high school, and college aged students  
All middle school, high school, and college aged students are encouraged to participate. We rehearse after 
worship in the choir room from 11:45-12:30. All are welcome regardless of experience or weekly 
availability!  
 

IN GRATITUDE 

Lutheran Counseling Network: 
 

The staff at Lutheran Counseling Network deeply appreciates your ongoing generous support of our ministry. Your 
donation will be used to enable our staff to provide services to people who have limited income and /or no insurance 
coverage and who otherwise might not be able to afford counseling. In spite of the slight revival of the economy, there 
has been an ongoing need for such services. Many thanks for the generous donation. 
 

The Ballard Food Bank: 
 

Thank you. Your financial gift supports individuals and families living in our community of Ballard, Magnolia, and 
Queen Anne. From working parents to a recently disabled individual, seniors who are living on Social Security to a 
young couple living out of their vehicle; we welcome all who turn to us for support. It is our hope that our community 
would promote a healthy neighborhood where people’s basic human needs are being met. Once basic needs are met, 
we believe the possibilities are endless. Thank you for your generous support this season. 



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR FEBRUARY  

 
Altar Care Month of February  Kari Fera, Julie Edralin, Lisa Laxson    
 
Acolytes    
February 5 TBD 
February 12 TBD 
February 19 TBD 
February 26 
 
Assisting Minister 
February 5 Erin Schadt 
February 12 Karin Swanson 
February 19 Chris Bloomquist 
February 26 Veronica Redpath 
 
Communion Assistants 
February 5 Kristen Wilson Weiberg, Mathias Fink 
February 12 Joan Peterson, Kim Peterson 
February 19 Lauren Jensen, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
February 26 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Edna Peterson 
 
Counters 
February 5 Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
February 12 Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud, Kris Breton 
February 19 Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
February 26 TBD 
 
Lectors 
February 5 Jerry Shierk 
February 12 Nick Host 
February 19 Jerry Shierk 
February 26 Kris Breton 
 
Ushers 
February 5 Jenny Holm, Nick Host  
February 12 Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
February 19 Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz 
February 26 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer 
 
 
Van Drivers 
February 5 Ray Gooch 
February 12 Tina Aure 
February 19 Kim Peterson 
February 26 Dave Hilmoe 
 
 
 



 

JANUARY CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 Council endorsed a proposal describing the purpose and goals of a group to discern BFL’s future 
direction and mission.  Such a group will be forming soon; Dave Hilmoe and Erin Schadt will lead it. 
 

 Nominating committee reported on the open leadership positions for 2017. The committee has 
identified potential candidates for most positions and is in the process of approaching them. 
 

 Council discussed and evaluated the new council structure that has been in use on a trial basis this 
year. In some ways it has worked well but some problems have surfaced. The biggest problem is that 
the roles and responsibilities of the at-large council reps and some ministry team leaders have not 
been well defined. Council suggests that the trial of the new structure be conditionally extended for 
another year with the understanding that the problems will be addressed.    
  

 Childcare Center Team Leader presented the 2017 Childcare Center Budget; the CCC is in favorable 
financial condition.  
 

 Finance Team Leader led a discussion on the 2017 Proposed Budget. The budget has a small shortfall 
of around $1,500. Council approved the budget for presentation to the congregation at the annual 
meeting.  
 

 Council voted to allocate remaining mission funds from the 2016 financial year to FAN, Lutheran 
World Relief, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services and the Southern Poverty Law Center.  

 
Minutes of the Council Meeting are posted on the bulletin board in the church narthex. Electronic copies of 

the minutes may be requested from the church office.  

 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 

Mark your calendar for our Silent Auction to be held on May 12th in the lower social 
hall from 5:30 until about 7:30pm. We would love donations – gift certificates, 
services, unique experiences, gift baskets - that will be bid on during the event. If you 
would like to participate by making a donation, please contact me for pick up, or you 
may bring the item by the center.  I have procurement slips for tax purposes, if 
needed. 

 
You can support the Childcare Center by shopping at AmazonSmile, a simple and 
automatic way for you to support us every time you shop, at no cost to you. When 

you shop at smile.amazon.com, and select Ballard First Lutheran Church for your support, Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase price to the Childcare Center. 
 
God's Peace, 
Ms. Karen & Staff  

https://smile.amazon.com/


 

STEWARDSHIP CONNECTIONS                  
 

I almost didn’t participate in the 
Women’s March on January 21st. I 
knew that if I participated, I would be 
committing to participating in making 
change happen and that the March 
was only the beginning. I would be 
committing to work for social and 
economic justice for the very people 

who voted for Donald Trump because they felt left out or 
left behind and want change.  
 

Did I really want to do that? Yes, I did.  I kept coming back 
to my immediate response to someone asking after the 
election “how could they vote for him?” To me, it wasn’t 
‘how could they’, but ‘why did they’. I think the things they 
want to see change will have to come from the greater 
community, not just the government and I want to do 
something about it. It started with participating in the 
March and continues in a search for an organization to 
support. For now, I will be paying better attention to and 
acting on the emails I get from Faith Action Network and 
Earth Ministry.   
 

Jim Wallis summed it up for me in this quote from his 2005 
book God’s Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and Left 
Doesn’t Get It: 
 

“. . . those who protest should be making a promise. 
They are promising their society that a better way is 
indeed possible. They are saying that the bigotries, the 
injustices, the indignities, the indifference and the 
unnecessary violence we experience today will not have 
the last word. Instead their protest reveals the things 
that can and must be changed for the good and health 
of the entire society and world. We need people who 
pledge themselves, not just to object to what is wrong, 
but to help find and fashion an alternative. In other 
words, the best protest is not merely countercultural, it 
is transformational. It gives society a better vision of 
itself and for the future. That is the way of the 
prophets. They began in judgment but ended in hope 
for change. The biblical prophets were never just 
complaining; they were imagining a newer world.” 

 

This is stewardship in the largest sense of the word, caring 
and sharing in the good and health of the entire society 
and world.  What I’m committing to do is small, but many 
small things add up.  What small thing can you commit to 
for the good of the greater community? 
 

In Peace, Ann Maki 
 
 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

December Financial Report General Fund 

 

November 
Actual 

December 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
Envelope/Loose 
Giving $26,320.77  $30,149.15  $294,309.26  $306,246.00  ($11,936.74) 

Other Income $67,674.20  $57,775.00  $693,677.14  $196,300.00  $497,377.14  

Total Income $93,994.97  $87,924.15  $987,986.40  $502,546.00  $485,440.40  

  
        

Expenses $48,032.00  $44,170.10  $542,536.86  $558,484.00  ($15,947.14) 

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) $45,962.97  $43,754.05  $445,449.54  ($55,938.00) $501,387.54  

      Cash Balance $79,393.97  
    Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance 

(actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If 

you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In December, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet in the 
world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center and the annual Christmas program for Childcare friends and family, 
celebrated Advent, transported members to Sunday worship and caroling in our church van, held gingerbread making event, provided space 
for Julefest, the Market Street Singers, Sunnmorslaget av, AA groups, LYONS, Renewal, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, financially 
helped support the Ballard Food Bank. 
. 



 

ADVOCACY 
 

 

FAN works for social justice across the state.   
 

 

You do have a voice! 
 
Interfaith Advocacy Day Faith Action Network is sponsoring its annual Interfaith Advocacy 
Day (IFAD) at the state legislature on Thursday, Feb. 9th at The United Churches of 
Olympia.  This day brings the voice of compassion and justice to our elected leaders. 
 
Don’t miss this important day in Olympia! 
  
REGISTRATION: $15.00 when paid in advance, and $20.00 if you pay at the door. Your 
registration fee helps to cover some of the cost of renting our meeting space, catering, and 
materials. Contact us at fan@fanwa.org to register or if you need a scholarship. 
  
After you register, you will be emailed details on the agenda, workshop topics, and the times 
of your legislative appointments. To help us in this important work, make sure you register 
with a strong commitment to join us on February 9!  
  

Ballard First will be taking the van to Olympia on that day. Make sure 
you have a “seat on the bus.” Contact Kim Peterson at 206-789-7447. 
 
 

REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY 

 

Warm Hearts Make Warm Heads 
 
A huge shout out of THANK YOU to all of the folks 
who donated their knitted, crocheted, or purchased 
hats, neck warmers, socks and scarves to the Winter 
Warm Project.  We received over 80 projects which 
will be available to our friends and neighbors 
attending the Sunday night dinners at BFL in the next 
few months.  Thanks for your time and commitment 
to helping keep our community members warm and 
dry on cold winter nights.  And remember- it is never 
early to start your projects for next year. 
 

   

mailto:fan@fanwa.org?subject=IFAD%20Scholarship%20Request
mailto:fan@fanwa.org


 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS - Share your favorite soup at one of the 

Lenten soup suppers.  You can sign up in Haavik Hall during coffee 

hour.  Pick a Wednesday night – March 8th, March 15th, March 22nd, 

March 29th, April 5th. 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS NEEDED Have you considered signing up to 

host one of our fellowship hours following the 10:00 Sunday service? 

Or, bringing goodies to stock our freezer for “No Host” Sundays? So, grab a friend or two and sign up today 

in Haavik Hall!     

 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF WAYS YOU CAN GET INVOLVED IN 

SUPPORTING OUR WORSHIP LIFE. 

Worship stands at the center of our life of faith. Through God’s 

word, water, bread and prayer we are nurtured in faith and sent 

out into the world.  

 
 

 Acolytes are important to “setting the stage.”  Being an acolyte is a great way for 
kids to learn about what we do on Sundays and the meaning behind it. 

 

 Altar Guild cares for the sanctuary, prepares the altar for worship, sets up and 
cleans up communion ware. Teams serve for a month, twice a year. 
Perfect for: folks who like behind-the-scenes leadership and don't mind doing 
dishes. 
 

 Communion Assistants administer the wine during communion.  Rotation is 
usually every 4 or 5 weeks. 
Perfect for: folks who want to dip their toe into liturgical ministry.  
 

 Ushers The first smiling faces you see on Sunday morning. Ushers hand out 
worship bulletins, collect the offering, and direct people to communion. Rotation 
is usually every 4 or 5 weeks. 
Perfect for: folks who are outgoing and hospitable. 
 

 Van Drivers provide transportation for folks who need a ride to the 10:00 service 
in the church van. Drivers rotate once a month. 
Perfect for: folks who love to be behind the wheel! 

 
Contact the church office at 206-784-1306 or office@bflcs.org. 

mailto:office@bflcs.org

