
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

  

9:00am Education, 10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Advent Soup Suppers & Holden Evening Prayer 
Wednesdays:  Dec. 7, Dec. 14, and Dec. 21 

6pm Soup Supper  +  +  +  7pm Worship 
 

Join us as we celebrate the Birth of the Christ Child 
Saturday, December 24th – Christmas Eve Worship 

Manger Service and Live Nativity at 5:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Worship and Holy Communion at 11:00 p.m.  

Sunday, December 25th – Christmas Day Worship at 10:00am  
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 Staff  
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg 

pastorerik@bflcs.org  
Vicar Joshua Sullivan 
vicarjoshua@bflcs.org 

Church Administrator: Cindy Jackson 
office@bflcs.org 

Caretaker: Dale Pederson 
Treasurer: Julie Millet 
Organist: Ed Egerdahl 

Minister of Music:  
Molly Barnes 

musicminister@bflcs.org 
Renewal: Jessica Zimmerle 

renewal@bflcs.org 
Accompanist: Jim Fisher 

Sunday Nursery: Emily LaFave 
 

 
 

 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 
 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  Bryant Williams 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Susan Weber 

Vice President: Jeff Powers  
Secretary: Lisa Laxson  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Steve Maris 
Finance: Kris Breton 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

 

Dear BFL Family, 
 

As we enter my favorite season of the year, given the dramatic changes we’ve 
experienced recently, I thought a “state of the BFL Council” letter would be 
appropriate from your council president. 
 

October was filled with change for BFL!  We said goodbye to our beloved Pastor 
Laurie, welcomed new confirmands, and began pondering our future. The council has 
been busy! 
 

Bishop Kirby Unti came to our October council meeting to discuss pastoral transition, 
how to approach it, and what it means for our congregation. He stated that there is 
no standard process on how to deal with pastoral transition as each congregation is 
unique. For a more detailed account of that meeting, I encourage you to read the 
October council meeting minutes. They are posted on the bulletin board in Haavik Hall 
or you may request a copy of the minutes the church office (office@bflcs.org).  
 

Bishop Unti’s overall message was one of reflection, patience, and discernment of our 
mission.  He stressed the importance of reflecting on our past, particularly on Pastor 
Laurie’s faithful service to our congregation. He reminded us that BFL has been 
unusually blessed by the effective co-pastor relationship that existed between Pastor 
Laurie and Pastor Erik; in his experience such relationships are rarely successful. He 
advised that, before turning our attention to the future, we needed to honor and 
celebrate Pastor Laurie’s time among us for her by saying a meaningful goodbye. This 
was accomplished in a big way on October 15th and 16th. Thank you to all who 
contributed to making the farewell celebrations so special! 
 

Bishop Unti also underscored that we are experiencing a time of vast cultural change. 
In response, we as a council believe that if our congregation is to continue to be an 
effective witness to God’s love at this time and in this place, we need to re-form our 
life together and our mission to the world. The status quo is not an option. We need 
to figure out what to do in the short term as we figure out what to do in the long 
term.   As we contemplate our future, it is important that every voice be heard, that 
we look at our changing neighborhood and congregation and answer tough questions 
as we patiently reflect and discern upon our future.  As we contemplate the big 
picture and our long-term needs, we need a pastoral and ministry staff that matches 
our congregation’s current needs. Bishop Unti cautioned that we may well experience  
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FROM COUNCIL PRESIDENT (continued) 
 

 

a leadership vacuum as we have gone from two full time pastors to one, with no changes in the pastoral 
commitments and responsibilities.   
 

He recommends that we seek part-time pastoral assistance on a two-year contractual basis. This pastor would help 
lead BFL in the short term while we figure out what to do in the long term.  The Bishop is not suggesting the 
appointment of an interim pastor nor is he suggesting that we undertake the traditional lengthy call process. He 
recommended a few candidates who might be a good fit at BFL and one of them clearly stood out as a strong 
possibility.  
 

As of this writing, Pastor Erik, our personnel team and the council officers are preparing to interview this candidate. 
If the match feels like a good one, we will arrange for an opportunity for the congregation to meet the candidate. To 
keep you up to date, the council officers will make presentations at coffee hour on both December 4th and 
December 11th.  If events proceed favorably, pursuant the BFL constitution, the council anticipates calling a special 
congregational meeting for the congregation to vote on extending a half time call with a two-year contract. So stay 
tuned and watch church bulletins and e-alerts carefully in these coming weeks. 

  
I look forward to continued communication with you we move forward. 
 

Peace, 
Susan M. Weber, Council President 
 

 

MORE FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 

As you may remember, last year at the annual Congregational meeting, the congregation approved a new governance 
structure for a one-year trial. Council was to report back to the congregation on how it worked.   
 

The goal was to make the Council smaller and more efficient.  We went from sixteen council members to eleven*. 
Under the new structure the council consists of the two pastors,* the three council executives (president, VP, and 
secretary), four ministry team leaders  (childcare center, facilities, finance and personnel) and two at-large reps who 
act as liaisons for the remaining ministry teams (Christian education, service, worship/music/visual arts/, Koinonia, 
and stewardship). 
 

Council has had a busy year and the new governance structure has, for the most part, worked well.  There were a few 
quirks. For example, communication between at-large reps and their liaison groups was suboptimal at first but, over 
time, we worked out processes to keep everyone informed.  
 

Overall, the change in structure has been a good move.  Steps to make this permanent via the Bylaws are in the 
works.  Of course, any changes in the Bylaws must come before the Congregation for approval; hopefully this will 
happen at the 2017 annual meeting.  
 

* At the time there were two pastors. Since Pastor Laurie’s departure the council has had ten members.  
 

CELEBRATE ADVENT 
 

At Advent, we celebrate the light of Christ that illumines the world’s darkness. For three 
consecutive Wednesdays in December, you are invited to come for a meal and Holden 
Vespers worship. On December 7th, December 14th and December 21st, soup will be 
served in Haavik Hall from 6:00-m to 7:00pm. Worship begins in the sanctuary at 7:00pm 
each of the three Wednesdays. Come, live in the light! 
  



 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Loss of a Loyal Partner 
 

The Rev. Kirby Unti, NWWA Synod Bishop 
From the December 2016 Edition of The Spirit   

 

I knew she would be the right person to share ministry with when she said, “I want to 
be a part of a church where my friends would want to go.”  A single sentence that 
spoke volumes to me. It aligned so well with where my heart for ministry has been 
anchored. When Kathryn Buffum spoke of her friends they were not church people. 
They were people that she shared life with in her Seward Park Neighborhood and at 
the University of Washington Dental School.  

This shared desire to try to be church in a way that creates greater access for those outside of the 
church led to our sharing in ministry together for over a decade. First, at St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
in Renton and later as we both have served the Office of Bishop for the Northwest Washington Synod. 

Kathryn has been my go to person. Her ability to wade through mountains of information and make 
sense of it has been invaluable. Her eye for detail is very sharp. Her ability to constantly renew what 
needs to be on the agenda is a real asset. Her locality to the work we shared was not to be questioned. 
Her ability to deliver on projects left me in awe. The range of knowledge she possessed from Biblical to 
Human Relations matters was impressive. What she didn’t know she was willing to research and learn. 
Her responsiveness to the needs of the Synod reflected her deep desire to be a Servant. The 
graciousness with which she dealt with even difficult people revealed her deepest held values. And the 
love she had to serve the church in the call to be Assistant to the Office of Bishop was always evident. 

You are probably getting a pretty clear picture of why none of us in the Synod Office were prepared to 
face the reality that Kathryn would have to set aside her call because her health could no longer 
sustain the demands of work. We have been grieving, praying and wondering about how to move 
forward. 

We quickly discovered we are not alone. So many cards and well wishes have been offered up to 
Kathryn and expressions of support for the work of the Synod.  It is clear how deeply loved and 
appreciated Kathryn is.  

Kathryn is wrestling with an auto immune disease known as vasculitis. It has robbed her of strength 
and for a period of time her mobility. The hoped for outcome is to drive the disease into remission 
allowing Kathryn to regain her strength through vigorous physical rehabilitation. Not an easy 
assignment. 

Knowing Kathryn, she will take on her health challenges the way she has faced all of life’s challenges. 
She will research it and learn as much as possible. She will put heart and soul into her recovery. 
Kathryn has real grit and I have never heard her complain about anything. If anyone can make a strong 
comeback it will be Kathryn. A big part of her motivation will be her desire to continue to be a faithful 
servant of Jesus. Kathryn knows that her dream that the church might be a place where her friends 
would want to go has not yet been realized.   

Will you please join me in offering up our heartfelt gratitude and deep appreciation for Kathryn’s 
ministry.  And please pray for her complete recovery so she can get back to making the dream come 
true.  

(We are working on a job description and hope to have a new call in place by the first of the year.        
Prayers are greatly appreciated during this transition. +BKU)  



 

REACHING OUT TO THE COMMUNITY 
 

EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE AND CHOCOLATE -  Looking for holiday gifts and stocking 
stuffers? Phoebe Circle will be selling Equal Exchange coffee and chocolate to benefit 
Lutheran World Relief on Dec 4th and 11th during coffee hour in Haavik Hall!   

 

EVENING MISSION QUILTING  The Evening Edition of Mission Quilting will not 
meet in December but will resume Monday, January 2nd  at 7pm.   

 
 
 

NYER KNITTERS DECEMBER GATHERING  Thanks to all of you who have been 
knitting (and crocheting) up a storm to provide warm hats, scarves, and gloves to 
those who weather winter storms on the Seattle streets. Last year our BFL team 
provided over 90 knitted projects for donation.  Can we beat our record this year?   

  
We will once again be gathering to collect our projects, learn a new knitting tip or two, and 
enjoy some social time together.  Nyer Knitters gathering will be held at the Barnes' 
family home (7023 19th Ave NW) on Monday, December 19th at 5:00pm.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

   DONATIONS!  New or lightly used backpacks are needed for those who carry 

their home on their backs.  These can be put in the new blue bin in the narthex.  Socks are also needed.  
Always needed: 

 

 Canned Soup (low sodium) 
 Canned Fruit & Vegetables 
 Applesauce  
 Dried fruit, raisins 
 100% fruit leather 
 Oats or oatmeal 
 Granola bars 

 Rice, brown or white 
 Bulgur or polenta 
 Whole grain crackers 
 Ensure 
 Canned Chicken & Turkey 
 Canned Tuna or Salmon  
 Vegetarian Beans & Soups  

 Dry peas, beans, or lentils 
 Peanut butter 
 Coffee 
 Cooking Oils 
 Fresh Produce   

 

 
 

 
Contact Bernice Chouery at (206) 383-8672 or 

bchouery@hotmail.com with questions. 

Don’t worry, if you haven’t had time to knit anything. 
Please come and bring purchased hats, scarves or 
socks! 



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR DECEMBER  
 

Altar Care Month of December  Rotating Teams 
 
Acolytes    
December 4 TBD 
December 11 TBD 
December 18 TBD 
 
 

Assisting Minister 
December 4 Karin Swanson 
December 11 Karrin Daniels 
December 18 Josh Jensen 
 
 
 

Communion Assistants 
December 4 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Kathy Johnson 
December 11 Susan Weber, Lisa Laxson 
December 18 Kristen Wilson Weiberg, Mathias Fink 
 
 
 

Counters 
December 4 Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth 
December 11 Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
December 18  Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud, Kris Breton 
 
 
 

Lectors 
December 4 Jerry Shierk 
December 11 Gunbjorg Ladstein 
December 18 Gordon Kramer 
 
 
 

Ushers 
December 4 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer 
December 11 Jenny Holm, Nick Host 
December 18 Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
 
 
 

Van Drivers 
December 4 Kim Peterson 
December 11 Dave Hilmoe 
December 18 Tina Aure 
 
 
 

Additional Servant Leaders for 
Christmas Worship Services TBD 



 

NOVEMBER CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 BFL recently received a generous gift to the Memorial Fund from the Haavik family. Proceeds from this gift 
were designated to purchase of new paraments and preservation of the old ones.  

 Finance committee chair reported that, in general, current financial position is favorable. Year-to-date, 
revenue is greater than budgeted and expenses are lower.  

 Most BFL checks require two signatures. Council appointed four people to serve as authorized check signers.  

 Child Care Center Chairperson reported that the CCC is considering seeking accreditation from either the WA 
Dept of Early Learning or the Evangelical Lutheran Education Association.   

 Council authorized the Personnel committee to hire a part-time Christian Education staff member to teach in 
Sunday School and serve as Sunday School Coordinator.  

 Pastor Erik provided an update on the search for a half-time, short-term pastor. Pastor Erik has had 
conversations with the candidate, a recent seminary graduate. Council fully supports Pastor Erik and 
Personnel Committee in efforts to bring the candidate on board. Personnel committee is directed to develop a 
2-year employment contract with salary terms based on synod salary guidelines.    

 

Minutes of the Council Meeting are posted on the bulletin board in the church narthex and in Haavik Hall. 

Electronic copies of the minutes may be requested from the church office.  

 

SUNDAY DINNER 

 
Looking for a way to truly celebrate Christmas? In response to the needs of the 
hungry multitudes, Jesus commands, “You give them something to eat!”  
 

Sunday Dinner continues to fill a need in our community, providing dinners on 
Sunday nights for our neighbors who are homeless or food insecure. Ballard First is cooking and 
serving dinner on Christmas Day. Volunteering to help that day is a great way for you and your 
family to make Christmas Day special for those who may be alone and hungry that day. If you’d like 
to help on December 25th, please contact Karrin Daniels at karrindaniels@msn.com 
 
 

I CARE FOR DECEMBER ON DECEMBER 18TH 
 

     I CARE SUNDAY WILL BE DECEMBER 18TH AND THE RECIPIENT WILL BE THE BALLARD FOOD 

BANK.  Each week, on average, the Ballard Food Bank serves more than 1,200 individuals at the food 
bank, bringing food to over 230 students in 15 public schools through the Weekend Food For Kids program, 
and delivering groceries to 100+ homebound clients in their Home Delivery program.  
 

Ballard Food Bank’s mission is to bring food and hope to our neighbors...because there can be enough for 
everyone. Providing access to nutritious foods through direct food service is at the core of their mission. 
Individuals and families who find themselves living below the poverty level must have their needs met.  



 

STEWARDSHIP CONNECTIONS                  
 

Given the results and aftermath of 
November’s election, Advent this year 
has a distinctly different feel to it. I’ve 
been wrestling with understanding the 
‘why’ of what happened and how I can 
make a positive difference going 
forward. Like many people, I have a 

theory about the ‘why,’ but at the moment I’m more 
concerned about what Advent says to me about the 
going forward. 
 

More than in the past, preparing for Christmas, the 
ultimate sign of God’s love for us, reminds me to show 
God’s love in my daily life. It’s easier to love people we 
know, than those we don’t know. It’s easier to love 
people who agree with us, than those who hold 
opposing views. It’s easier to love people who ______ 
than people who ________ (you can fill in the blanks).  
Can I listen without judgment to those I don’t know or 
agree with?  Can I act without judgment? How can I bear 
witness to injustice? 
 

Leonard Cohen died the day before the election. Before 
he died, I had heard his ‘Hallelujah’ a few times and it’s 
been played many times since. It stops me every time I 

hear it. It seems to have become a theme song for me 
this Advent, especially these two verses:  
 

You say I took the name in vain 
I don't even know the name 

But if I did, well really, what's it to you? 
There's a blaze of light 

In every word 
It doesn't matter which you heard 
The holy or the broken Hallelujah 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah 
 

I did my best, it wasn't much 
I couldn't feel, so I tried to touch 

I've told the truth, I didn't come to fool you 
And even though it all went wrong 
I'll stand before the Lord of Song 

With nothing on my tongue but Hallelujah 
Hallelujah, Hallelujah 

 

As with any art, these words are complex and have 
layers of meaning.  For me it says that despite the pain 
and despair, there is hope and wonder and life goes on. 
There is light in this Advent season. 
 

In Peace, Ann Maki 
 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

October Financial Report General Fund 

 
October Actual October Budget 

Year To Date 
Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To Date 
Variance 

Envelope/Loose Giving $26,183.20  $20,902.90  $248,436.20  $248,352.76  $83.44  

Other Income $9,232.63  $7,775.00  $212,563.10  $130,750.00  $81,813.10  

Total Income $35,415.83  $28,677.90  $460,999.30  $379,102.76  $81,896.54  

 
          

Expenses $48,700.40  $44,410.56  $458,405.90  $470,850.67  ($12,444.77) 

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) ($13,284.57) ($15,732.66) $2,593.40  ($91,747.91) $94,341.31  

      Cash Balance $51,644.46  
    Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance 

(actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If 

you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In October, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission & ministry budget became Christ’s hands & feet 

in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship, 

celebrated the retirement of the capital debt, honored & said goodbye to Pastor Laurie, provided space for AA groups, Boy 

Scouts, LYONS, Renewal, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, held a Blessing of the Animals Service, 

mission/quilting sewing, hosted Sunday Dinners, participated in a confirmation retreat, hosted the Confirmation Faith Talks 

& reception, participated in the Affirmation of Baptism of seven BFL confirmands, financially helped support Lutheran 

Volunteer Corps. 



 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 

 It was fun to see all of the cute Thanksgiving decorations that the children made. There 
were turkey hand prints on cards, paper tubes, and paper plates - covered in paint, feathers, 
or glitter galore!  When I was teaching in the classroom years ago, I always liked doing 
projects that involved using hands and feet - sometimes warning the parents of possible 
paint between the toes, at bath time  :) 

  
It's hard to believe that Christmas is literally 'around the corner'!  We'll have our annual Christmas Program, where all 
but the infants perform, on December 16th at 6pm in the sanctuary.  It's always a nice event with families attending, 
and includes grandmas, grandpas, aunts and uncles, friends and neighbors!  I love the beautifully decorated tree that 
adorns the sanctuary.  It's my favorite part of the season, and becomes a favorite of the children's, throughout the 
years.   
  
A joyful Christmas Season,  Ms. Karen & Staff 
 

LYONS 
 

LYONS Stay at Home Tea 
YOU ARE INVITED TO THE LYONS STAY AT HOME TEA. Rather than inviting you to yet 
another event during this busy time of year, we invite you to stay at home, enjoy a 
cup of tea on us, and consider including Lutheran Youth of North Seattle in your end 

of the year giving. Envelopes including a tea bag and letter will be available after worship. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

BLOOD DRIVE AT BFL! Imagine – Saving a Life! 
 

The Bloodmobile is coming to Ballard First Lutheran Church on Saturday, December 3rd, 
9am-3pm. If you are a regular donor, make a note of this date.  If you have never given 
before, it is not too late to start!  High school students – consider starting now.  If you are 16 

or 17 years old, you may give with a permission slip signed by a parent or guardian. 
 
Make a commitment to donating blood at our upcoming event, on Saturday, December 3rd. Call the office at 
(206) 784-1306 to sign up. There is a sign-up sheet available during coffee hour and in Haavik Hall.  This is 
your chance to save a life! 
 

ADVOCACY 
 

 

FAN works for social justice across the state.   
 

 

Interfaith Advocacy Day 
Faith Action Network is sponsoring its annual Interfaith Advocacy Day (IFAD) at the state 
legislature on Thursday, Feb. 9th at The United Churches of Olympia.  Please save this date in 
your calendar and spread the word! 



 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

The Hanging of the Greens and Tree Decorating! 

The annual “hanging of the greens” will be Saturday, December 3th, beginning at 9:00am.  
All are welcome to help us decorate for the Advent and Christmas season. 

 
 

 

Gingerbread House Making Event! 

Saturday, December 3
rd

, 5:30-7:00 p.m. in Haavik Hall 

Join us for pizza at 5:30 followed by a time for decorating gingerbread houses to take 

home! All materials will be provided. $5 suggested donation 

 
 

 
Julefest 

The 37th annual  “JULEFEST” Celebration is set for SUNDAY, December 4h at BFL.  The 
festivities begin with a potluck dessert hour at 6:00 pm.  Featured will be the traditional 
“Julegrøt” (Christmas porridge) and your favorite holiday specialties.  We move to the 
sanctuary for a musical program featuring a Christmas Chorus.  (If you would like to join the 
Chorus, we will rehearse some simple 3 or 4-part harmony Christmas music beginning at 5:00 

pm.)  Following the program, we will dance around the Juletre and sing many more great Scandinavian carols.  
Everyone is Velkommen! 

 
 

A Caroling We Will Go! December 11h 

It has become an Advent tradition to bring the gift of music and fellowship to the homebound 
members of our faith community during a Sunday in December. This year, our annual Christmas 
Caroling Party will be held on Sunday, December 11th, beginning at 4:00pm. We will meet in 
Haavik Hall, then head off to sing at a few locations in Ballard before circling back to church for 
a chili supper. Make your plans to join us and sign up on the bulletin board in Haavik Hall if you 
are willing to bring a pot of chili or a plate of cookies to share. 
 

 

Advent/Christmas Celebration for All 

All are welcome to the annual day time Christmas gathering which is planned for 
Tuesday, December 13th in Haavik Hall beginning at 1:00pm.  Make your plans to be 
present for a festive afternoon of desserts, carols, and social time with friends.  If 
you need transportation, please call the church office that day by 10am. 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas 

This Christmas, we will be purchasing poinsettias to adorn our worship space.  If you would like to 
purchase one in memory of or in thanksgiving for someone, please contact the church office. The 
suggested donation is $10.00 and the deadline is Friday, Dec 16th. 


