
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 
Events in August 

 

Kid’s Camp - July 31st to August 4th 
 

Community Potluck - Tuesday, August 1st at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Farewell to Vicar Joshua – following worship on August 6th 
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 Staff  
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg 

pastorerik@bflcs.org 
Pastor Elise Scott 

pastorelise@bflcs.org 
Vicar Joshua Sullivan 
vicarjoshua@bflcs.org 

Church Administrator: Cindy Jackson 
office@bflcs.org 

Caretaker: Dale Pederson 
Treasurer: Julie Millet 
Organist: Ed Egerdahl 

Minister of Music:  
Molly Barnes 

musicminister@bflcs.org 
Renewal: Jessica Zimmerle 

renewal@bflcs.org 
Accompanist: Jim Fisher 

Sunday Nursery: Emily LaFave 
 

 
 

 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 

 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  Bryant Williams 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Tom Tocher 

Vice President: Karrin Daniels  
Secretary: Emily Olsoy  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Tina Aure 
Finance: Kris Breton 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

 “Stay there until you leave.”  This phrase is a statement made by Jesus in one of 

the Gospel lessons we heard back in June.  For some reason, it has stuck with me and I 

just haven’t been able to get it out of my head.   
 

 Perhaps, though, there was a reason I couldn’t get it out of my head.  Perhaps, 

my spirit was wiser than me and knew that I would soon need to be heeding these 

words.  But when this phrase was read on June 18
th

, I had no idea that I would soon be 

experiencing just how transitory the life of a disciple can be. 
 

 The thing about discipleship is that we are called to follow where Christ leads 

us.  This means that we have to be willing to be in a discernment mode more often than 

not, to be open to abandoning our present circumstances for different, sometimes 

unknown situations.   
 

 Sometimes, we’re called to stay in one place, accompanying and being present 

with the people around us for long periods of time.  Other times, we’re called to leave 

where we are to move on to new opportunities. 
 

 Just a week after this Gospel lesson was read, my old law firm contacted me to 

see if I might be interested in returning to work for them part-time instead of for the 

guardianship agency where I have been working.  Therefore, I had to once again begin 

discerning whether I was called to stay where I was or to move on to a new opportunity 

for service.   
 

 After much thought and prayerful consideration, I decided to accept the offer 

from my old law firm.  And thus, for the past few weeks, I have been grappling with 

what Jesus meant by “Stay there until you leave.”   
 

 How do we remain present in situations that we know are temporary?  How do 

we continue to effectively engage when we know that either we will soon be leaving or 

that someone will soon be leaving us? 
 

 This is hardly the first time I’ve had to grapple with remaining present in the 

midst of transition.  Seminary attempts to prepare you for it by building frequent moves 

into the curriculum (with moves for CPE, internship and even for seminary itself).  One 

of the times I struggled with it most was when my grandma was dying.  Instead of 

staying with her and visiting with her during my last trip home before she died, I found 

myself finding reasons to go run errands.  In that situation, it was simply too painful to 

stay until she left.  I simply couldn’t bear to watch her leaving me. 
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FROM THE PASTOR continued 
 

 The reality is that none of us escape the transitory nature of life.  Whether we are leaving jobs, or relationships, 

or experiencing the death of a loved one, all of us have to grapple with what it means to “stay there until you leave” at 

one point or another.   
 

 And it’s hard work to stay --- to engage in a relationship with someone that you know will only be temporary, 

that you know you soon won’t have the pleasure of being physically with.  But nonetheless, it’s important to stay until 

we leave.   
 

 Relationships in and of themselves transform us whether we know it or not and whether we even want them to 

or not.  If we duck out early because we’re afraid of the pain that leaving will cause, we miss out on opportunities to be 

transformed.  We miss out on opportunities to give and receive and share God’s love.   
 

 And so, now we too are called to stay here until we leave.  To build relationships, to be present for and with one 

another, to accompany each other in both the joys and sorrows of life.  And though it will be hard, and though we may 

at times be tempted to leave before we’ve left, in the end, there will be no other experience quite as transformative as 

the act of staying until we leave.   
 

Pastor Elise  
 

VICAR JOSHUA 
 

The good people of Ballard First! 
 

It’s hard to believe that my internship is drawing to a close and yet, here I am, writing my last reflection for the 
newsletter.  
 

As many of you might know, I came back to the organized church as an adult, after having sought God and meaning 
for many years on other spiritual shores. That means I missed out on much of the joy and depth that is to be found in 
the church’s liturgical year. It was only here at BFL that I was fully absorbed again into its rhythms. The cool blue of 
waiting in Advent. The warmth of a long expected Christmas Eve. The penitent purple of Lent, followed by the long 
nights of Holy Week and the golden glee of an Easter morning. And now, we meditate on the teachings of Jesus in the 
temperate green of Ordinary Time after Pentecost. Thank you for making this year so meaningful. 
 

I have had many firsts here with you all. A first Easter Vigil; first time teaching confirmation; first opportunity to lead 
worship for so many children in the childcare center; first grave-side service and funeral; first adult forum; first bible-
study; the list goes on and on. This is not to mention all the abundant new things I experienced while at Faith Action 
Network this year as well—phew! 
 

You have made me not only a learner at BFL, but a warmly welcomed guest. Maddy and I have truly taken up 
residence in your church—in the apartment, sure, but also in the life of your community. You were willing to be 
wonderful stewards and provide the dollars to have us; willing too to put up with awkward mistakes; to support and 
comfort Maddy and me as we mourned the death of grandparents. For this great and tremendous welcome Maddy 
and I give you and God so much thanks. The learning and the experiences I have gathered here have been more 
tremendous than I ever could have imagined. This is certainly due to Pastors Erik, Laurie and Elise’s expertise, but 
most importantly, it is because of your faithfulness. 
 

You will always be a part of my pastoral identity as I go forward in my vocation. Maddy and I are both deeply grateful 
for all you have done for us, and I will remember you and Ballard First Lutheran in my prayers as your community 
moves boldly forward discerning what is to come. 
 

Gratefully yours in Christ, Vicar Joshua 
 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 

Memorial Service  
Duane Ellison, July 29, 2017 



 

GREETINGS FROM OUR ASSISTANT TO THE BISHOP 
 

The Gift of Wonder and Wandering  
Bishop Kirby Unti – from the August 2017 Edition of The Spirit 

One of the gifts that I have received from Dwelling in the Word (a practice of 

Living Local) is the gift of “wonder.”  Dwelling encourages the learner to ask 

questions of wonder about the biblical text.  Wondering brings out the child in us 

by playing into our imagination. 

I want to share with you one of my wonderings about the story of the Exodus.  “I 

wonder why it took them forty years to walk from Egypt to Canaan when on foot 

it should have taken only two weeks?   

I wonder, “Did they not know the way?”  “Did they get really lost at some point?”  “Was the 

destination not known when they took off?”  “Did the destination change on them?” 

My wondering makes sense when I think of other explorers like Lewis and Clark.  It wasn’t like the 

Oregon trail was already on the map and all they had to do was follow the trail.  The truth is what 

makes one a pioneer is when one must find a trail.  Think of how many false routes Lewis and Clark 

must have explored.  They would have reached rivers too swift to cross, mountains too steep to 

ascend, and cliffs that would have stopped them dead in their tracks.  Pioneers know all about dead 

ends and U turns. 

The Bible calls this wandering.  The Israelites wandered in the desert for 40 years.  They wandered in 

the desert because they failed to believe that God would show them the way. 

My sense is we are living in a new time of wandering.  The church is not always clear about where we 

are headed.  We are as likely to depend on how we have always done it as we are to trust that God is 

doing a new thing.  Living Local invites us to be intentional about trying to discern what it is that God 

is up to - and how we follow the pathway God is laying down.   

Living Local believes we are being faithful when we experiment, probe, and try out new pathways of 

being a faithful church.  It is a given that we will run into obstacles, have to backtrack at times, and 

forge routes unplanned for. 

I would love for the Spirit to stir up in all our ministry sites a much greater sense of wonder and 

imagination.  My hope is we will be willing to try, risk, experiment, and experience what it means to 

follow God down a new pathway. 

There is no doubt wondering with God can be hard work but there is a reason the destination is 

called promised land.  The reason is through wondering and wandering we come to learn what it 

means to trust God with the future. 

  



FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

June Financial Report General Fund 

 

June 
Actual 

June 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
Envelope/Loose 
Giving $13,568.61  $23,907.08  $148,782.18  $156,553.89  ($7,771.71) 

Other Income $54,673.53  $55,024.99  $146,674.70  $104,149.98  $42,524.72  

Total Income $68,242.14  $78,932.07  $295,456.88  $260,703.87  $34,753.01  

 
          

Expenses $40,070.54  $39,910.02  $254,652.42  $261,770.66  ($7,118.24) 

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) $28,171.60  $39,022.05  $40,804.46  ($1,066.79) $41,871.25  

      Cash Balance $68,229.96  
    

      Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance 

(actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If 

you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In June, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet in 
the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship, 
provided space for AA groups,  Ballard Little League, LYONS, Renewal, Norwegian Male Singers, Seattle – Bergen Sister City Grieg 
Gala, provided space and hosted Sunday Dinner, hosted weekly text study for area pastors,  financially helped support Compass 
Housing Alliance. 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 

In the past few months, I have been reminded again of how we depend on our 
community.  Leading up to my hip surgery, I received many offers of help, advice and even 
equipment.  I heard a lot of stories about other people’s joint replacements, advice on 
how to prepare and details about what to expect.  People lent me a cane, walker and tub 
grab bar for afterwards. Many people held me in their prayers, visited and sent get well 
cards. I greatly appreciate all of it. Thank you. 
 
Now well into recovering from the surgery, I am more engaged with the people in my 

community. A number of relationships have deepened and others have clarified. I have more conversations, making 
sure that I ask questions and listen. Short excursions get planned to share adventures.  
 

I am feeling a stronger sense of responsibility to the people in my life to be present and care for them as they have 
been present and cared for me. That sense has always been there, but it took the surgery to bring it to the forefront 
again.  
 

Tending my community is like tending to a garden.  The seeds get planted and need care to sprout and grow; 
watering, weeding and providing support the plants that need it. Then comes a stretch when the garden just needs 
time to mature. The harvest comes when I need care myself. I’ve done some harvesting and now am getting back to 
watering, weeding and supporting.  
 

How are you tending to your community?  
 
In Peace, Ann Maki 
 



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR  AUGUST  
 

Altar Care  Month of August: Julie Edralin, Kari Fera, Lisa Laxson 
 
Acolytes    
August 6  TBD 
August 13 TBD 
August 20 TBD 
August 27 TBD 
 

 
Assisting Minister 
August 6 Karin Swanson 
August 13 Veronica Redpath 
August 20 Mary Kay Hilmoe 
August 27  Karrin Daniels 
 
Communion Assistants 
August 6 Edna Peterson, Kathy Johnson 
August 13 Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
August 20 Joan and Kim Peterson 
August 27  TBD 
 
Counters 
August 6 Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud 
August 13 Tina Aure, Karen & Malcom Unseth 
August 20 Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
August 27  Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
 
Lectors 
August 6 Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
August 13 Jerry Shierk 
August 20 Glenn Hare 
August 27  Tom Tocher 
 
Ushers 
August 6 Nick Host, Jenny Holm 
August 13 Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer 
August 20 Rosie and Cam Hardy 
August 27  Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
 
Van Drivers 
August 6  Dave Hilmoe 
August 13 Ray Gooch 
August 20 Kim Peterson 
August 27  Tina Aure  



 

I CARE FOR AUGUST 
 

I CARE SUNDAY is August 27th and the recipient will be Earth Ministry.  
God’s desire is to bring healing to all of creation – people, plants, and 
animals – the whole Earth.  Earth Ministry is tirelessly working to inspire 
and mobilize individuals, congregations, and elected officials to put their 
action where their faith is – to care for all of God’s good creation. Your 
generous gift helps Earth Ministry bring that message of hope to people 
of faith in Washington State, across the U.S., and around the world (yes, 
we do have international members!). Your support also helps us provide 
practical tools for creation care such as worship resources, greening 
curricula, adult education classes, advocacy training, and so much more. 
 

 
 

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED 
 
 

On Sunday, August 6th we will be saying farewell and 
extending best wishes to Joshua and Maddy during 
worship and at coffee hour. Please plan to attend. 

 
 

Joshua will be attending the United Lutheran Seminary. This seminary does not offer traditional 
scholarship aid to defray tuition costs for one-year degree students. However, they have committed 
to help one-year degree students by matching the donations made by these students' affiliated 
churches. Any donations/funds that his internship congregation (BFL) sends to the United Lutheran 
Seminary in his name will be matched 100% by the seminary up to the full cost of tuition.  
Donations to this fund will be appropriate if you wish to honor Joshua in that way.  Checks may be 
made payable to Ballard First Lutheran. 

 
 
 

 



 

MUSIC MUSIC MUSIC! 

 
 

The National Lutheran Choir leads a community-wide evening of singing in commemoration of the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. This unique program, featuring the National Lutheran Choir, a 
massed choir of singers from local choirs assembled for this momentous occasion, and the congregation, will 
celebrate the rich treasury of music – from early hymns to new works – expressing the journey of the Church. 
Under the direction of Dr. David Cherwien, the 64-voice National Lutheran Choir seeks to strengthen, renew 
and preserve the heritage of sacred choral music. More information at NLCA.com.  

 

Would you just love to sing with this group on 29 September? 
Great!  Just such an opportunity is open to the first 150 singers who sign up.  There will be three anthems and a 
few hymn descants to learn ahead of time by attending at least one of the following prep rehearsals, both held at 
Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church, 7500 Greenwood Ave N in Seattle: 

 Tuesday, 19 September, 7-9 p.m. 
 Sunday, 24 September, 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Music will be distributed at the rehearsals.  There will also be a rehearsal with NLC the night of the concert at St. 
Mark’s beginning at 5:45pm. To sing, you must sign up – take a minute to do it now – by responding with your 
name, congregation, and voice part via e-mail at Sept29Singer@gmail.com.  Your gift of song is a cherished gift. 

 

Friday, September 29, 2017 – 7:30pm 
St. Mark’s Cathedral 
1245 10th Ave. E., Seattle, WA 98102 
Info at: www.saintmarks.org/music/arts-concerts 

                
 

Summer Hymns: Pick ‘Em! 
 

Is there a hymn that inspires a particular or poignant memory for you? Is there a hymn that 
reminds you of a loved one? Is there a hymn that never fails to raise your spirits? Is there a 
hymn that you consider to be a touchstone? Is there a hymn that causes you to think, “How 
can I keep from singing?” Is there a hymn that sings of your deepest hopes?  
 

This summer, we invite you to submit your hymn requests. Please fill out, clip, and send in 
the form below or drop it in the offering plate. Or simply email your hymn requests to 
office@bflcs.org.  

 

But also please include along with your hymn request a sentence or two (but, in the interest of space 
considerations, probably not more than a sentence or two) why that hymn is especially meaningful to you. We 
will do our very best to accommodate all requests as much as we are able! 

—————————————————————————————————————————— 
 

Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Hymn Request ___________________________________________________ 
 
Why I have selected this hymn:  
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                
 

http://www.nlca.com/david-cherwien-artistic-director
http://www.nlca.com/
mailto:Sept29Singer@gmail.com
http://www.saintmarks.org/music/arts-concerts
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MEMBERS PAGE ON BFL WEBSITE 

 

The new church website www.bflcs.org includes a members section. The members section is intended to 
provide Ballard First Lutheran members extra information about the church that is not placed on our public 
website. Items posted will include documents such as Church Council minutes, governance documents, 
online church directory and annual reports. The BFL Member Page can be found under the "Community" 
tab on the church website, http://www.bflcs.org. You will need a password to access this section. To 
receive the password, please email the office at office@bflcs.org or call 206-784-1306. 

 

LYONS 
 

Wednesday, August 16 - Volunteering @ Jazz on the Grass (ALL LYONS) 
We are looking for a few good LYONS Family members to come and help our partner 
congregation Queen Anne Lutheran Church put on this great community event.  Whether you 
want to come help prep food or just come listen to awesome Jazz and listen to Bryant cantor in 
Holden Evening prayer, this event is for the whole family.   

  
Saturday, August 26 - Hike with Magnolia Lutheran (High School) 
Join us as we join with our friends at Magnolia Lutheran for a day to go out and hike.  More information to come 
soon! 
  
August 21, 27 - Dessert and Devos (High School) 
6-8pm  All meetings at the LYONS Den 
Join us on these Sundays in July and August for a chance to enjoy some dessert together and dive into the 
devotional "The Gospel According to the Simpsons."  Have fun as we relate the iconic comic television show to the 
lessons we learn from the Bible. As always friends are more than welcome to join. 

 
 
 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER! 

 

  We are entering our 42nd year of caring for young children, and helping 
them to learn and grow.  As the years go by, it seems as time is moving 
faster!  We also want to wish the Cloud Room graduates the best, as they start 
their new adventure in Kindergarten! 
  
  If you know of anyone looking for care for their three year old, we have a 
couple of full time spaces that are available for a September start, in our three 
and toilet trained classrooms.  I will be filling the spaces on a first come first 
served basis. I am also calling those on our wait list, and hoping for some new 
friends  : ) 
  
God's Peace, Ms. Karen & Staff 

 
 
 

  

http://www.bflcs.org/
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

  

  


