
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 
 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 
 
 

Events in August 
Vacation Bible School, July 30th to August 3rd 

Night Out Community Potluck, August 7th 
 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, August 12th after Worship 

 
Urban Hike through Ballard, August 12th 

Holden Village Trip, August 18th to August 24th 
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August 1, 2018 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

 In this little epistle, I want to talk about change. And then I want to invite you to a 

meeting. But first: Can we talk about grammar? More specifically, can we talk about 

commas? One of my favorite hymns is The church of Christ in every age. Here is Verse One 

as written in our hymnal: 
 

The church of Christ, in every age beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead. 
 

When we sang this hymn in late July, I noticed a small thing that may be of interest only to 

me, but seems worth pointing out to you. It‟s the way that the commas are situated in the very 

first line. Maybe the placement of a couple of commas doesn‟t seem like such a big deal to 

you. But, it makes a difference in my mind. When we sing it, the first line of the hymn sounds 

like this to me:  
 

The church of Christ in every age, beset by change but Spirit-led... 
 

When we sing that first line, it seems like it is divided into parts. Part One is The church of 

Christ in every age. Part Two is beset by change but spirit-led. But that‟s not how it is 

written. It is written not with one comma, but with two: 
 

The church of Christ, in every age beset by change, but Spirit-led... 
 

As written, the commas appear to divide the line into three parts, not two. Part One: The 

church of Christ. Part Two: in every age beset by change. Part Three: but Spirit-led.  
 

 So what‟s the big deal? It‟s where the “every age” part gets located. When we sing, 

“The church of Christ in every age,” my mind conjures up an ageless church that triumphs 

from age to age to age. But, when I read the way it is written down, and learn that the church 

of Christ is, in every age beset by change, the image is of a church that is constantly exposed 

to and challenged by change. It is of a church that is always struggling. In other words, the 

church seems a lot stronger when I sing the words than when I read them. When I read it with 

no comma separating any of the words in the line, in every age beset by change, it seems like 

the message is that the church encounters change in every single age. 
 

 Forgive me if this all seems really unimportant. But the topic of change is a prominent 

one in both the church and the world. And, when it comes to church, it has not been 

uncommon for people to resist change. The song suggests that the church is always facing 

change. So, whenever I resist changing something by saying that, “We have always done it” a 

certain way, the hymn seems to insist that, no, the church has always been beset by change. 

Take the Lord‟s Prayer. The way we say it in church is different than the way  
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FROM THE PASTOR continued 
 

many of us grew up saying it. But, the truth is, whether you have always begun the prayer with, “Our Father who art in 

heaven...” or with, “Our Father in heaven...” neither of these are the way the Lord‟s Prayer was always prayed. If you look 

the prayer up in the two Gospels where it appears (Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4), you will find that the way that Jesus 

taught his disciples to say the prayer is different from the way we have ever prayed it in church (at least in my lifetime). 

Even Matthew and Luke don‟t pray it in exactly the same way! Something changed between the time each of them first 

recorded the prayer. The truth is that change is always with us... both inside and outside the church. 
  

 Every age is beset by change. These days are certainly proof of that. Think of the changes you have experienced in 

your lifetime. Changes in how we communicate. Changes in how we travel. Changes in Seattle. Changes in Ballard. 

Changes in gender roles. Changes in government and politics. Changes in how people think about institutions, including the 

church. We live at a time when the volume of changes coupled with the pace of change seems dizzying. Sometimes it feels 

to me like things are changing much faster than our ability to determine whether a specific change is morally good or not. 
 

 Is the church of Christ “in every age beset by change”? I think your Ballard First Lutheran Church Council would 

tell you that, whether or not it happens in every age, it sure qualifies as a prominent feature of this age. It seems like every 

church council meeting challenges us with how to respond to or manage some change or other. You should know that your 

leaders have earnestly strived to represent you well as they have met the challenges and changes they have encountered. 

They take very seriously the charge to make decisions that are faithful to God as well as to the people of God at Ballard First 

Lutheran. They are very conscientious in their desire to represent you well. And I daresay, their load has been a big one. 
 

 In that spirit, I invite you to a meeting that will be held in Haavik Hall after worship on Sunday, August 12. 

Refreshments will be served. No vote will be conducted. It is an informational meeting that has two aims: 
 

1. To share with you some of the challenges that the council faces in relationship to our facilities and our staffing. You will 

learn about the work that our facilities committee is currently overseeing as well as some of the challenges before us. 

You will hear about how our personnel committee is addressing some staff-related challenges. Someone from our BFL 

Childcare Board will be on hand to talk about the new floor in the lower social hall and their role in its replacement. 
 

2. To receive your questions and solicit your feedback as the council continues to make decisions on your behalf. 
 

 I hope you can come! The challenging news is that we live in a time of significant change. The good news is that we 

are in this together. 
 

Grace and Peace. 

Pastor Erik W2 
 

FACILITY UPDATES 
 

LOWER SOCIAL HALL 
 

The floor of the Lower Social Hall is getting a redo. Earlier this summer, contractors removed the crumbling floor tile 
and mastic, both of which contained asbestos.  
 

The tile removal revealed old shuffleboard patterns painted on the concrete. If you want to play a round, you'd better 
hurry. In the coming weeks, another contractor will sand down the concrete floor, stain it, and seal it. The end result 
will be an easy-to-clean, water-resistant floor. 
 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED: 
 

You can help beautify and make sure all are safe by donating the following:  
 

 rain barrel 

 first aid kit for van 

 flashlight for van 

 2 cypress small trees for courtyard pots 

 4 dark, metal flag pole holders – to be mounted on lower portions of the sanctuary for banners 

Contact the office at office@bflcs.org or by calling (206) 784-1306. 
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FROM OUR BISHOP 

This Changes Everything 
The Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod 
 

It was my joy to attend the 
National Youth Gathering with 
276 young people and adult 
leaders from Northwest 
Washington.  We gathered 
under the theme: THIS CHANGES 
EVERYTHING.  What changes 

everything?  Discovering the love, grace, and hope 
that has come into the world in the name of Jesus. 
 

Thirty-one thousand students, all in brightly colored 
t-shirts bearing the gathering logo, took Houston by 
storm.  Our first day was our synod congregations’ 
Service Learning Day.  I joined up with students from 
a few of our congregations and folks from a couple 
other synods in the Midwest. We were sent to a 
local Houston park where we spent time on three 
projects: reclaiming a sand volleyball court that had 
been invaded by deeply rooted weeds; gathering up 
trash around the park; and sweeping out all the 
picnic shelters. 
 

It was steaming hot outside, with many of our young 
people experiencing major humidity for the first 
time in their lives. Fire ants were another first.  But, 
this didn’t stop them.  They grabbed their working 
tools and took on the challenge.  Sweat was dripping 
off our brows.  For some it got so hot they cut the 
sleeves off their t-shirts.  For those of us who didn’t 
know what end of the shovel to use, the farm kids 
from Minnesota offered us a demonstration. Three 
hours of hard work and not a single complaint. 
Around the greater Houston area, other church 
groups were painting murals to lift the spirits of 
some the oppressed neighborhoods, cleaning up 
schools, helping at non-profits, and preparing 
thousands of book donations for distribution.  
 

Our second day was spent in the Interactive Learning 
Center - which had activities to appeal to every 
young person’s interests - inviting our students to: 
“encounter God through a variety of learning styles 
and sensory experiences.” You could do everything 
from building a picnic table, riding bumper cars, 
sailing on a zip line, participating in a coloring book 
prayer exercise, learning active Bible Story tell to 

chilling in Hammock Village. (You can find out more 
about these interactive learning stations here: 
www.elca.org/YouthGathering/details/interactive-
learning.) 
 

Day Three was our Synod Day.  It was a day to spend 
time in scripture and to explore how God sends to us 
messengers who are, more times than not, 
strangers.  We unpacked the story of the disciples on 
the Road to Emmaus where they discovered the 
stranger to be none other than Jesus.  We asked the 
question how is Jesus showing up as stranger in our 
world? 
 

Every evening we gathered in the NRG Stadium for 
music and inspirational speakers.  Many of the kids 
will tell you the speakers were the best part of the 
event.  They understood the challenges facing our 
young people and knew how to relate to them.  
There were shouts, tears and many standing 
ovations. 
 

I must tell you what impressed me most was the 
young people themselves.  I told our Synod youth 
they made me so proud to be their Bishop.  I was 
deeply moved by their deep desire for justice, their 
care for their neighbors, and their ability to 
articulate the kind of world they want to see.  The 
Holy Spirit is indeed moving among the young 
people of this church. 
 

Their behavior is to be applauded.  I spoke to police 
officers, Metro employees, bell hops and complete 
strangers who commented on how wonderful our 
young people were.  It was powerful for me to 
witness how they cared for one another.  They 
worked hard to see that no one was left out and 
comforted those kids who were having a hard time 
being away from home or facing the realities of what 
is happening in their own lives.  I was moved by how 
comfortable and committed they are to 
inclusiveness. I left Houston with a renewed sense of 
hope for the church knowing God is forming a new 
generation of disciples who are well-fit to be the 
church now and into the future.   

 



FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 

June Financial Report General Fund 
 

 
June Actual 

June 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
Envelope/Loose 
Giving $19,050.89  $24,077.43  $137,261.17  $159,910.78  ($22,649.61) 

Other Income $64,788.03  $58,937.50  $156,632.31  $106,875.00  $49,757.31  

Total Income $83,838.92  $83,014.93  $293,893.48  $266,785.78  $27,107.70  

 
          

Expenses $39,020.44  $42,208.19  $266,598.97  $272,848.64  ($6,249.67) 

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) $44,818.48  $40,806.74  $27,294.51  ($6,062.86) $33,357.37  

      Cash Balance $83,069.78  
    Savings Balance  $ 287,219.98  
     

Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date.  In addition, the last column shows the 
variance (actual - budget).  We are also reporting our current General Fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our overall 
financial situation.  If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members.   
 

In June, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ‟s hands and feet in the 

world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare, transported members to Sunday worship in our church van, 

hosted and provided Sunday Dinner, weekly Bible Study, Mission Sewing, “Holy Curiosity” provided space for Salmon Bay 

School cooking, the St. Petersburg Ensemble, Bergen Sister City Grieg Gala, AA groups, Earth Ministry, Renewal, Girl Scouts, 

Ballard Little League, NAMI, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, financially helped support Immanuel Community 

Services. 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
 

When the Episcopal Church installed Bishop Michael Curry in 2015, a college friend who has 

since become an Episcopal priest, got in touch with me to share her excitement. We had a couple 

of conversations about it over the phone and by email.  I recently came across the email while I 

was searching for something else.  

 

Bishop Curry‟s sermon was about evangelism and sharing the good news without judgment, but 

being deeply grounded in the love of God. At the time, I wrestled with some of the language, the 

phrase „good news‟ in particular. That phrase gets used a lot like it‟s a secret only insiders can 

have. Bishop Curry took evangelism further by describing it as “listening and learning from the 

story of who God is in another person’s life as much as sharing our own story  . . .  really helping 

others find their way to a relationship with God without our trying to control the outcome…”  It‟s the letting go of 

trying to control the outcome that makes evangelism for me more invitational and less „you must believe this way‟. 

 

This notion of invitation got extended into accompaniment at the Synod Gathering I attend in June. I attended two 

forums about congregational growth put on by the Synod‟s Living Local ministry. My definition of evangelism got 

another push into the direction of creating community, not just getting people to come to our building. It‟s about having 

a culture of being open to one another in our hearts, minds and wills, where we accompany another person (friend and 

stranger alike) by attending to the gifts being born in them. God is already there ahead of and between us. We can be 

around to see where God shows up. 

 

How do you accompany the people around you? 

 

In Peace, Ann Maki 
 

  



 

 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR JULY 
 

Altar Care - Month of July: Tina Aure, Marcia Nelson, Edna Peterson 
 

 

Assisting Minister 
 
August 5 Chris Bloomquist 
August 12 Nancy Fisher 
August 19 Erin Schadt 
August 26 Karrin Daniels 
 
Communion Assistants 
 
August 5 Edna Peterson, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
August 12 Joan Peterson, Kevin Severud 
August 19 Kathy Johnson, TBD 
August 26 Joan Peterson, Kevin Severud 
 
Counters 
 
August 5 Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
August 12 Sue Clauson, Kelly Fahlman 
August 19 Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
August 26 Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud 
 
Lectors 
 
August 5 Will Golden 
August 12 Keita Horn 
August 19 Glenn Hare 
August 26 Kris Breton 
 
Ushers 
 
August 5 Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer, Kim Peterson, Anders Weiberg 
August 12 Laurie Fladhus, Eric Green, John & Jennifer Schwartz 
August 19 Jenny Holm, Glenn Hare & Amelia Hare 
August 26 David Austin, Laurie Austin, Farid Chouery & Kevin Severud 
 
Van Drivers 

 
August 5 Ray Gooch 
August 12 Ray Gooch 
August 19 Kim Peterson 
August 26 Tina Aure 
  



 

 

 

I CARE FOR JULY 
 

THE I CARE OFFERING FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST IS THE COMMUNITY OF DON PANCHO. In 2010, members of 
Ballard First traveled to Guatamala and built a classroom addition for the school in the village of Don Pancho. The 
June eruption of the Fuego Volcano has covered the village with ash and mud.  Villagers were told by the government 
to evacuate the village because of the possible danger from future eruptions. However, as a community, the people 
of Don Pancho have decided, at least for the time being, that they have too much invested in their village and have no 
desire to be uprooted once again. They have made the decision to stay knowing that there is some danger involved 
and that the government will likely cut off all services to them, including electricity, rood maintenance, school 
teachers, etc. Without these services it will make it even harder for their children to pursue an education. 
 

COMMUNITY 

 
 Total Registered Donors: 18 people 

 We welcomed 3 first time donors 
 Units of Blood Collected: 17 units 
 

Lives Saved: The units that were collected will help save the lives of up 
to 51 patients in our community. 

  

 
 
Boundaries Training for LAY LEADERS - two options: 
 

Saturday, August 25, 9am-12pm at Salem Lutheran Church, Mount Vernon 
OR 
Sunday, August 26, 2pm-5pm at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Kirkland 
Cost is $20/person; $50/max per congregation. This important event is for any lay staff member or volunteer who 
works with a vulnerable population! We will review guidelines, policies, and procedures that will help you keep your 
community safe. Register for either Lay Leader event by August 21 by emailing the day you wish to attend and your 
list of participants & their email addresses to office@lutheransnw.org. 
 
 
 

Evening Mission Sewing 
 

We will resume October 1st in the lower social hall from 7 – 8:30pm. 
 

No skills are needed!  If you can tie a knot you can tie a quilt.  Try something new and 
experience the joy it will bring to you and others. 
 

Imagine the comfort and care you feel when you snuggle under a comforter or wear a 
piece of clothing made or worn by a loved one. That’s the feeling you share through an 

LWR Quilt. In a simple combination of fabric and thread, you reach out to people in their time of greatest 
need with a strong message of hope — you are not alone. 
 

First and foremost, recipients use their LWR Quilts to shield against the cold and rain, and for warm bedding. 
But their versatility also makes Quilts useful as simple tents, floor coverings, or a wrap to hold a baby on a 

mother’s back.!  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ROdRCsThvJeHVLeqjsGxF4tN40sq1EZ8AA_1T2EvnXffSO6rvAPNxT_1s81UIGh2Usgt2y0JhzCL2zMu3hYDxrgoyh15R81xeVSUWY8ae6b8zLbqHNxBdgwWBpzddXS-ZZ3up4a6aDbJj_oWCVBAcEdiZuL7Zk0MYRhwQhsNDSwK99XkAz8lZEiAldxWhD4p5ht8JuSMI_plbehv7L0rmQ==&c=cfiktYw-6YPAXlfw6z8MkY3tNXaSO0A-P1lbHvifCR-tbVvpKL6RKQ==&ch=TS59NwwHzhSmBanEJ5zceYyBBWTrjJWZunfKnfrlhOhox54k0kUs6g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ROdRCsThvJeHVLeqjsGxF4tN40sq1EZ8AA_1T2EvnXffSO6rvAPNxX1lCgh_0rwP-t2sphNe6_XpXMqnQi4LOiSy9Yvl_T07k2urBbLxVYStZHNg4pDq4p0fsze2r4hc-yV2ajsiFF85O4qUsS3n3gGAY5HFg35BRIy40ChORQ6rIzORnG3cfw==&c=cfiktYw-6YPAXlfw6z8MkY3tNXaSO0A-P1lbHvifCR-tbVvpKL6RKQ==&ch=TS59NwwHzhSmBanEJ5zceYyBBWTrjJWZunfKnfrlhOhox54k0kUs6g==
mailto:Susan@lutheransnw.org


 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

NIGHT OUT BLOCK PARTY 

 
 
 

August 12th  
Farmers Market to Fishermen’s Terminal to Locks 
Urban Hike 
 

Join us for an urban pilgrimage after church on August 12th. We will leave 
from the church after coffee hour (around 11:45 a.m.), so pack some hiking 
clothes, sunscreen, water bottles, and snacks. We will walk down 

20th Avenue and through the Ballard Farmers Market, across the Ballard Bridge, through Fishermen’s 
Terminal, and enter the Locks through Commodore Park. Those who wish to stay at the Locks can enjoy a 
summer concert at 2:00 p.m. with Mach One Jazz Orchestra. Otherwise, we will arrange transportation for 
the group from the Locks back to the church. Please join us for this fun walk through Ballard and across 
Salmon Bay! 
 
 

Save the Date! September 7th for Ballard First Friday! 
 

This fall, members and friends of the congregation are invited to meet up for an informal, dutch-treat 
dinner. Each month, we will announce a different restaurant where we will gather to enjoy a meal and 
fellowship with Ballard First on the First Friday of the month. We’ll select restaurants with counter service so 
that we won’t have to worry about splitting the checks and people can come late if needed. No reservations 
required, just come as you can!  
 

Our first gathering will take place on Friday, September 7th at 5:00 p.m. at MOD Pizza on 15th.  
Order at the counter and look for the BFL sign at our table! Hope to see you there! For questions or 
restaurant suggestions, please contact Monica Scott at (803) 944-7008 or monicakscott@gmail.com.  

mailto:monicakscott@gmail.com


 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
  

   

URBAN HIKE – SATURDAY, JULY 14TH 

 

BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN GOES TO SAFECO FIELD  

Tuesday, July 24th  - The Mariners against the San Francisco Giants. 

                
 

 

 

 

 

  

Kristen Wilson Weiberg makes 
the big screen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

IN GRADITUDE 
 

To the Congregation at BFL, 

 

I want to thank you very much for the beautiful homemade quilt. I’ve put it to good use, and 

it’s on my bed so everyone that comes over can see it. 

 

Much love, Emily Lafave 

 

 
 

Dear Ballard First Lutheran Church, 

 

Thank you so much for the special quilt you made and for celebrating my graduation at 

church! It really meant a lot!  Even though the next steps in my journey will be far away, I 

know I’ll always be wrapped in love. Thank you! 

 

Love, Ruby Fera 

 
       

 

Ballard First Congregation, 

 

Thank you so much for the beautiful bouquet of flowers for helping with Sunday School. 

They were very beautiful. I wish I was there to receive them myself, but I was scheduled to 

work that day. 

 

Much love, Emily LaFave 
 

 

FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

SUMMER HYMNS: PICK ‘EM! 

 

Is there a hymn that inspires a particular or poignant memory for you? Is there a hymn that reminds you of a loved 
one? Is there a hymn that never fails to raise your spirits? Is there a hymn that you consider to be a touchstone? Is 
there a hymn that causes you to think, “How can I keep from singing?” Is there a hymn that sings of your deepest 
hopes?  
 

This summer, we invite you to submit your hymn requests. Email the office and let us know what you’d like to sing. 
 

Please include a sentence or two why that hymn is especially meaningful to you. We will do our very best to 
accommodate all requests as much as we are able! 


