
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

9:00 a.m. Education  
 

10:00 a.m. Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

Palm Sunday – April 14th  
Maundy Thursday – April 18th at 7:00 p.m. 
Good Friday – April 19th at 7:00 p.m. at Grace Chinese Lutheran 
Easter Vigil – April 20th at 7:00 p.m. 
Easter Continental Breakfast – April 21st, 8:30-9:30 
Easter Worship – April 21st at 10:00 a.m. 
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Dear Friends in Christ,                                                        April 1, 2019 
 

Did You Know....? 

 According to A History of the Ballard First Lutheran Church 1894-1994, 

“The immediate origins of Ballard First Lutheran Church can be traced back to a 

meeting in the home of Mr. and Mrs. L.O. Hendricks on April 26, 1894. Besides the 

Hendricks, two other families were present: Mr. and Mrs. Knute T. Millan and Mr. and 

Mrs. Jane Offerdal.” I tell you this because that means that this coming April 26, 

2019—less than a week after Easter Sunday—will mark the 125th Anniversary of this 

congregation. 
 

 Plans are under way to arrange several opportunities to celebrate the 125th 

anniversary (Did you know that the technical term for a 125th anniversary is a 

“quasquicentennial?”) during this calendar year. The first such opportunity will take 

place on Sunday, April 28, just two days after the actual anniversary (and exactly one 

week after Easter Sunday). That morning, we will mark the celebration before and after 

worship.... 
 

 Before worship, during the education hour, four longtime Ballard First 

Lutheran members will share memories of important events that might otherwise be 

lost to history. Come and hear Tina Aure, Jan Holm, Kari Knudsen, and Gunbjorg 

Ladstein provide their personal recollections, memories, and impressions of times in 

our congregation’s long history. 
 

 After worship, a special reception will be held as we dedicate our recently 

refurbished lower social hall, formally christening it as the “Cross and Crown Room.” 

The new name is reflective of the Jerusalem Cross at the center of the labyrinth 

installed last summer as well as the stained glass windows that came to us following 

the formal closing of Crown Lutheran Church. 
 

 These events are the beginning. In May, we will feature the anniversary as we 

participate in the Ballard Syttende Mai Parade. Later this year, on the weekend of 

Reformation Sunday, October 26-27, plans are underway to celebrate the anniversary 

more fully. Please mark these dates now and keep your eyes and ears open for more 

details in coming months! 
 

And That’s Not All.... 
 

 As we observe this quasquicentennial, I am mindful that our congregation was 

founded by immigrant families. And so it seems both poetic and fitting that we will be 

joining another immigrant congregation on this of all years as we celebrate Good 

Friday later this month. I am pleased to announce that we will worship with our  
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FROM THE PASTOR continued 
 

brothers and sisters in Christ of Grace Chinese Lutheran Church. Some years ago, the Grace Chinese community 

joined in our Good Friday worship here at the Ballard First Lutheran site. It was a beautiful service that featured a 

joint choir made up of members of both churches. This year, they have invited us to join them at their church located at 

538 NE 127th Street; Seattle, WA 98125. Our own Molly Barnes will direct the joint choir. Pastor Elise and I will 

join Pastors Jianhua “Jimmy” Hao and Pastor Wern Chew “Wendy” Cheung in helping to lead the service. Many of 

you no doubt remember when Pastor Jimmy was once a seminary intern here at BFL. He continues to speak of those 

days with much affection. He and Pastor Wendy and the people of Grace Chinese Lutheran are very eager to extend 

this gracious welcome to our congregation. 
 

 We will be offering a shuttle to the service. If you would like a ride, our church van will depart for the service 

from the Ballard First Lutheran parking lot at 6:00 pm. To avail yourself of this opportunity, contact Cindy Jackson at 

the church office and she will reserve a place for you.  
 

 Come to this service and I promise you meaningful reflection, poignant and soulful music, and a chance to 

remember God’s sublime demonstration of love for all of creation in Christ’s journey to the cross.  
 

In Christ’s Abiding Love (which has sustained us for 125 years!), 

Pastor Erik W2 
 

HOLY WEEK 
 

Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on the cross, he is exalted by God. We 
gather to remember his offering for the life of the world, and to be fed by his life-
giving mercy. This holy week will culminate in the celebration of the Three Days of 
Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 
 

Palm Sunday 
April 14th at 10:00am 
The service begins with a palm procession, 

commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We 
hear Matthew’s account of the passion today. 

 
Maundy Thursday 
April 18th at 7:00pm 
Maundy means “command.” We honor Jesus’ command 
to wash one another’s feet and to “do this in 
remembrance of me.” 
 
Good Friday - Christ’s journey arrives at a cross. 
March 30th at 7:00 pm at Grace Chinese Lutheran Church 
538 NE 127th St, Seattle 98125 
Meet at BFL at 6:00 p.m. to shuttle to the service. 
 

 
 
 
Easter Vigil 
April 20th at 7:00pm 
Join us on this most holy night of the year, as we 
recall Christ’s passing from death to new life. 
 
 
Easter Sunday 

April 21st  
Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen Indeed!  
 
Continental Breakfast at 8:30am to 9:30am 

   Worship and Holy Communion service at 10:00am 
 
 

 

PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 
 

 
 
 

      Memorial     Baptism 
  Janet Ormond           Forest Arthur Monroe 
March 16, 2019    March 10, 2019 

 



 

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Lent: A Time To Take Seriously How God Seeks  
In Us A Change Of Heart And Mind 

Bishop Kirby Unti | NW Washington Synod / ELCA | From the April 2019 edition of The Spirit 
 

Return to the Lord our God, for God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love. 
 

I love the season of Lent because Lent both acknowledges my utter humanity and creates a holy space for 
grace.  This is vital for me because sometimes my own fear clouds my vision of God’s expansive love.  
 

As I was contemplating this, I remembered an image I used to doodle on my notes whenever I was in class 
or attending a meeting. I would draw two parallel and offset squares and then join them together, so they 
looked like 3D box whose sides, top and bottom are transparent.  Then I would stare at the 3D image only 
to discover that it would completely change its image.  Typically, I first see the box as if I am looking at it 
straight on.  Then after blinking my eyes several time the box would flip, and I would see it as if looking 
through its top.  The same box but when seen with new perspective it completely changes. 
 

It is rather embarrassing to say now but I did not immediately embrace the idea of women as pastors. Fifty 
years ago, as an 18-year-old male, I couldn’t imagine a pastor being a woman.  I didn’t have the language 
or knowledge to know that my perceptions - my own maleness - was being threatened.  I was being 
dislodged from my comfortable, and soon to be stale, understanding of the church.  Truthfully, it would be 
a few years before I experienced a shift in thinking.  As I attended seminary with women candidates and 
became friends with women pastors, my fear began to give way to my experience of discovering the 
added gift, perspective, heart and wisdom that ordained women were blessing the church with.  I look 
back with regret at how narrow my understanding was of what it means to be the body of Christ where 
every part is valued and essential to vitality. 
 

This journey challenged me to overcome my fear and ignorance.  Through the years I have added to this 
experience of learning to see God’s love more fully in a number of ways:   

 welcoming siblings in the LGBTQIA community into the church, into ordination and marriage.   

 discovering the rich diversity that comes from honoring the call of Deacons to ordination and their 
rightful place of service in the church. 

 coming understand the Black Lives Matter movement and its challenge to white male privilege. 

 recognizing more fully the history of the destruction of the land and lives of our Native American 
people. 

 coming to see how my consumer formed mindset leads to the destruction of the earth. 
 

This is by no means an exhaustive list, nor do I want to imply that I have completely moved from fear and 
resistance, there are days when it’s one step forward and two back.  
 

My life has been a life long journey of learning, changing and gaining new perspective.  I thank God that 
God has been patient with me, gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. This Lenten 
season I invite you to lean into God's gracious Holy Space where a change of heart gains courage. 
.  +BKU 
 
 



 

LYONS 
 

To the Congregations of 

Lutheran Youth of North 

Seattle: 

 

Three years ago, I sat in my old office in 

Anacortes and had already begun thinking 

of the all the emotions of considering 

transitioning of ministries.  I was excited for 

new relationships, adventures, challenges, 

and moving my personal ministry into the 

city of Seattle. At the same time, I also 

found myself saddened with the thought of 

leaving the students, families, and 

congregation I had been serving for 3 years. 

I love that congregation and each person I 

had met. I feared losing relationships and 

missing out on the next adventures for the 

congregation. 

Once again, I find myself at this impasse.  I 

have been called and accepted the 

opportunity to become the Youth and 

Family Ministry Director at Advent 

Lutheran Church in Mill Creek, 

Washington.  This call gives me the 

opportunity to serve in my local community 

with the church only 5 miles away from my 

home.  I will be working with members of 

all ages as we find ways to reach out to the 

growing community around Mill Creek and 

Everett. I find myself just as I was before, 

excited for the journey ahead and the new 

relationships that will be made. I am 

nervous and excited for the challenges of 

planning community engagements for a new 

congregation and community. 

And yet, through all this excitement I find 

myself sad again.  I am sad to be leaving 

this expansive community here at LYONS.  

I will miss planning out all congregation 

middle school retreats, hanging out at 

Herkimer or Ballard First for Coffee 

Wednesdays, having great conversations 

over Bible Studies, and the joy that came 

from our monthly events.  I loved our 

adventures to Idaho, Bellingham, Ocean 

Shores, Texas, California, and even 

exploring the local areas of North Seattle.  I 

enjoyed laughing, crying, and listening to 

each of you.  I love celebrating your 

triumphs and comforting you when life 

turns sour.  It makes me sad to think of the 

wonderful sermons I will miss from all your 

pastors, and the vast knowledge they 

continue to be excited to share with you 

about our great faith. 

Here is what I do know though, this is not 

goodbye, this is see you later.  While I may 

move away from being the director of 

LYONS I will still be active within our 

larger church on the synod and national 

levels.  I look forward to seeing each of 

your churches find new ways to flourish and 

continue to grow. I will still celebrate your 

triumphs and pray for you in times of need. 

I will wave and give hugs when we run into 

each other at synod gatherings, at camp, up 

at Holden Village, dance at the ELCA 

Youth Gathering, and beyond.  Know that I 

love every one of you, whether we have 

talked every day or if we have had just a 

brief handshake in the passing of peace. 

My favorite verse is 1 John 4:16b and it 

states, “God is love, whoever lives in love, 

lives in God, and God lives within them.” I 

encourage each of you to continue to love 

one another. Continue to be the light, joy, 

and love that this world needs. Blessings to 

all of you and we will see you down the 

road. 

God’s Love, Bryant Williams 



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR APRIL 
 

Altar Care - Month of April: rotating teams 
 

Assisting Minister 
 

April 7 Erin Schadt 
April 14 Chris Bloomquist 
April 21 Scott Ingham 
April 28 Nancy Fisher 
 

Communion Assistants 
 

April 7 Monica Scott, Marit Turner 
April 14 Kathy Johnson, Edna Peterson 
April 21 Easter Sunday 
April 28 Marit Turner 
 
 

Counters 
 

April 7 Tina Aure, Karen and Malcolm Unseth 
April 14 Laurie and Terry McGibbon, Ellen and Geoff Wall 
April 21 Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud 
April 28 Sue Clauson, Kelly Fahlman 
 

Lectors 
 

April 7 Gunbjorg Ladstein 
April 14 Jerry Shierk 
April 21 Keita Horn 
April 28 Mary Golden 
 

Ushers 
 

April 7 Sherry Lemmer, Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad 
April 14 Laurie Fladhus, Eric Green, Jennifer Schwartz, John Schwartz 
April 21 Jenny Holm, Jeff Powers, Glenn Hare, and Amelia Hare 
April 28 David Austin, Laurie Austin, Farid Chouery, and Kevin Severud 
 

Van Drivers 
 

April 7 Ray Gooch 
April 14 Tina Aure 
April 21 Don Torcaso 
April 28 TBD 
 
 

 

Additional Servants Leaders for Holy Week 

Services  TBD 



 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 

 

February Financial Report General Fund 

 

February 
Actual 

February 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To 
Date Budget 

 Year To 
Date 

Variance 
Envelope/Loose 
Giving $22,837.20  $24,320.00  $51,483.81  $60,910.13  ($9,426.32) 

Other Income $7,767.72  $5,586.24  $9,356.19  $11,172.48  ($1,816.29) 

Total Income $30,604.92  $29,906.24  $60,840.00  $72,082.61  ($11,242.61) 

 
          

Expenses $49,555.12  $46,941.44  $95,114.93  $92,456.13  $2,658.80  

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) ($18,950.20) ($17,035.20) ($34,274.93) ($20,373.52) ($13,901.41) 

      Cash Balance $34,609.63  
    

Savings Balance 
 $ 
288,821.21  

     

Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date.  In addition, the last column shows 
the variance (actual - budget).  We are also reporting our current General Fund balance.  We hope this helps you to better understand our 
overall financial situation.  If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members.   
 

In February, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and 

feet in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare, transported members to Sunday worship in our 

church van, mission sewing, provided space for Seattle Art Song Concert, NAMI, AA groups, LYONS, Renewal, Girl Scouts, 

Ballard Little League, hosted weekly bible study, text study for area pastors, financially helped support the 2019 Budget 

Challenge. 

 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 

 

‘Fallow’ periods were 
traditionally used by farmers to 
maintain the natural 
productivity of their land. The 
benefits of leaving land fallow 
for extended periods include 

rebalancing soil nutrients, breaking crop pest and 
disease cycles, and providing a haven for wildlife.  
 
When I first recognized that I was in a fallow 
period in October 2017, it had been going on for 
several months and it has continued through Lent 
this year. In 2013, I had made a conscious 
decision to set aside my own artwork to help Jim 
with his book. The book, his illness and death in 
2015 has left me untethered and dry. I haven’t 
created any artwork for what seemed like years. I 
even stopped writing.  
 

Once I realized that I was in a fallow period, I was 
able to welcome it.  While I wasn’t creating any  

 
artwork, I engaged in activities that things that 
rebalanced the ‘nutrients’ of my creativity; 
improving my camera skills, visiting art museums, 
staying in community. I continued to knit. It is 
harder to break the habits that are getting in the 
way and to provide a place for some wildness. 
Now I’m starting to come out of that fallowness. I 
am waiting to see what the new shoots of my 
creativity will bring. 
 
Lent can be seen as a fallow period, a time for 
quiet reflection and rebuilding. More and more it 
is a season for rebalancing and breaking 
unhealthy cycles. As we get closer to Easter, the 
earth no longer weary and gloomy, but rich and 
dark, ready to nurture new ideas and ways of 
being.  
 

What has this Lent brought forth in your life? 
 

Ann Maki 



 

EASTER LILIES 
 

EASTER LILIES 

 

This Easter we will be purchasing lilies to adorn the sanctuary.   
 

If you would like to purchase one in memory of or in thanksgiving for a loved one, the 

suggested amount is $10.00. A list with the names of those contributing and those 

being commemorated will be included in the Easter worship bulletin. 
 

Forms will be available in the weekly bulletins or you can contact the church office 

at office@bflcs.org or call 206-784-1306. 

 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

 
Ballard First Fridays at Mr. Gyros - Friday, April 5th @ 5:00 p.m. - 5522 20th Ave NW 

Mr. Gyros’ menu features Mediterranean flavors in classic dishes and seasonal specials! 
 

Join us for our monthly informal, Dutch-treat dinner.  No need to RSVP, just show up, order at 
the counter, and look for the table with the BFL sign! Monica Scott - (803) 944-7008 or 
monicakscott@gmail.com.   
 

Save the date! Friday, May, 3rd at Sopranos Pizza (7729 24th Ave. NW)! 
 

Let Monica know if you have any suggestions for future Ballard First Friday restaurants! 

 
 

New this month: BFL Brewery Night! Let’s check out Ballard’s 
amazing breweries together!  
 
First stop: Populuxe Brewing on Wednesday, April 24th at 6:00 
p.m. Grab a beer at the counter, food from the nightly food truck, 
look for the BFL sign and join us for an evening of fun and 
fellowship.   

 

CHILDCARE CENTER 

BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH CHILDCARE & PRESCHOOL is presently seeking a Full-Time 

Floater/Teacher's Assistant, to work Monday through Friday from 9:00 am to 6:00 pm (includes a one hour unpaid 

lunch).  The job is available to start immediately.  The appropriate candidate should have previous work experience 

with children ages 1 thru 5 years of age, must be able to lift 35 lbs., have a great work and attendance record, the ability 

to relate creatively and joyfully to children, possess excellent communication and positive redirection skills with 

children, and maintain a well-groomed and conservative appearance. 

Pay is dependent upon education and experience. If you want to be part of a wonderful, long term group of early 

childhood educators, please respond to bflccc@yahoo.com  - attention Karen, to learn more, and have a job application 

sent your way! 

mailto:office@bflcs.org
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IN GRATITUDE 
 

To All My Wonderful Christian Friends at BFL, 

 

 No words can express the love and sympathy all of you showered me with after the sudden death of my son, Glen, in 

December.  Also my heartfelt thanks to our wonderful Pastors who stayed a long time to comfort me that evening. 

 

 A big thanks also to those who worked and also brought refreshments for the reception after the memorial service.  

They did a marvelous job. 

 

 I so appreciated those who made memorial gifts in Glen’s name.  How great to have such a close knit, God loving 

church family. 

 

   Thank you and God bless, Bernice Ellison 

 

 
Thank you to all who hosted California Lutheran University choir members when the choir 
performed here at BFL.  Your hospitality was appreciated. Staying in your homes was a great 
ending to their West Coast Tour.  
 

 

I CARE FOR APRIL 
 

I CARE SUNDAY IS April 28th AND THE RECIPIENT WILL BE THE Lutheran Community Services NW Refugee 
and Immigration Services. The agency works with thousands of refugees and immigrants each year to help 
them rise above their challenges, build upon the strength and courage that got them here, and support their 
hopes to become vital contributors to our communities. They equip refugees and immigrants with the skills, 
resources and support they need to live fulfilling lives, offering mental health counseling in different 
languages, English language education, help to find a place to live and work, and to gain citizenship, A 
multicultural staff speak many different languages. Many are refugees and immigrants themselves. 
 

CHURCH WORK DAY!! 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SPRING WORK AND CLEAN-UP DAY 
Saturday, April 13th. It’s time to spruce up the grounds and polish the 
pews to get ready for Holy Week. 
 

Rain or shine, indoor and outdoor projects will begin at 9am. Come for 
as long as you’re able. 
 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS AND WORSHIP 
 

We will gather between 6:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. for a simple soup meal, followed 
by Lenten worship, under the theme of “Perfect Love Casts Out Fear.” 
 

Just two more weeks to share your favorite soup! 
   April 3rd April 10th  

Please sign up in Haavik Hall.    



 

BLESSING OF THE FLEET - 2019 
 

   
 

A beautiful sunny day for the Blessing of the Fleet.  
 
The fishing vessel, “The Admiral,” representing the Pacific Fleet, was blessed with the Christ pennant. The event 
was followed by a gathering at the the Highliner Public House in Fisherman’s Terminal. 

 

CELEBRATE EASTER WITH THE COMMUNITY! 
 

Easter Egg Hunt   
 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Saturday, April 20th at 10:00 a.m.: Join Ballard First 
Lutheran Church for a Community Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 20th 
at 10 a.m. Kids ages 0 - 12 are invited to join in the fun anytime between 10 
a.m. and noon to start their hunt. Crafts, photos with the Easter Bunny, and 
other activities will also be available. All are welcome to attend – please 
invite your friends and neighbors! 

 

• CANDY DONATIONS ARE NEEDED! We have acquired a good number of plastic eggs over the last few years, 
so this year we are only requesting candy donations. If you are interested in contributing, please drop off 
individually wrapped candy at the church office. We will start stuffing Easter eggs during coffee hour on April 
7th and April 14th and during the Wednesday soup suppers on April 10th and April 17th. If you’d like to help, 
just stop on by! 
 

• VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! We also are looking for volunteers to assist with hiding Easter eggs and helping 
with other activities during the event. We will have about six activity stations, and need someone to supervise 
each station. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Pastor Elise or Monica Scott 
(monicakscott@gmail.com). 
 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE 
 

 

Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 21st – help is needed with set up and clean up that day. 
 

Vacation Bible School – July 29th to August 2nd – help with crafts, snack, storytelling – lots of 
fun activities.  
 

Contact the office at 206-784-1306 or by emailing office@bflcs.org. 


