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Sunday Morning Schedule
9:00 a.m. Education
10:00 a.m. Worship
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship
Holy Week Schedule

Maundy Thursday – March 29th at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday – March 30th at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil – March 31st at 7:00 p.m.
Easter Continental Breakfast – April 1st, 8:30-9:30
Easter Worship – April 1st at 10:00 a.m.
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March 20, 2018
Dear Friends in Christ,
In his novel of South Africa, Ah, But Your Land is Beautiful, Alan Payton tells
the story of Mr. Mansfield, a school headmaster who routinely takes his white school’s
athletic teams to play in competition with teams from black schools. When he is told he
can no longer do this, his conscience leads him to resign in protest. Soon after, he is
paid a visit by Mr. Nene, a leader in the black community. Over the course of their
conversation, the two men agree that they will take up the fight against apartheid
together. They acknowledge that suffering will probably be unavoidable:
Are you worried about the wounds? Mr. Mansfield asks.
Curiously, in his reply Mr. Nene refers immediately to heaven: I don't worry
about the wounds. When I get up there, which is my intention, the Holy One will say to
me, “Where are your wounds?” and if I say, “I haven't any,” he will say, “Was there
nothing worth fighting for?” I couldn't face that question.
That scene has always struck me as memorable. It is a very human thing to
think of the heavenly implications of the decisions each of us make during the time we
are granted here on earth.
Whenever I recall that decisive scene, I remember how, years ago, I was invited
to an annual community men’s prayer breakfast. The speaker invited us to introduce
ourselves to the other people at our respective tables by showing a scar and telling how
we got it. Amazingly, a man seated at my table, well into his forties, said that he did
not have any scars whatsoever. In a way, it made me sad for him. I couldn’t figure out
how anybody could really embrace life without picking up at least a few scars. I felt
like he had missed out on something essential. There’s life in scars.
As of this writing, Good Friday is ten days away. It is the crescendo of another
decisive moment in time involving scars. This time, however, it is not the story of an
earthly character worrying about the heavenly implications of getting (or not getting)
involved with the world’s suffering. Rather, it is the story of a heavenly character who
has pondered the earthly implications of remaining distant from the world’s struggles.
It is as though God has had an internal conversation, wondering, “When I go there, to
earth, which is my intention, people will wonder, “Where are your wounds?” And if I
say, “I haven’t any,” they will say, “was there nothing worth dying for? I couldn’t face
that question.”

FROM THE PASTOR continued
I believe that, more than anything else, Holy Week is God’s decisive answer to the question, “Is there nothing
worth dying for?” God has decided that you and I, and all those we hold dear and all those we despise, and the whole
kit and kaboodle of creation are worth dying for.
Every year, I find myself wishing that more people would come to Holy Week worship. It is true that some of
the reason for that is because much work goes into planning and carrying out those services. It is equally true that many
people volunteer time for these services and it is nice to see their efforts rewarded with your participation. Mostly,
though, it is because of those scars. Oh, you can choose to draw a Go Directly to Easter card and skip Holy Week
services. But I just hate to see you miss out on the scars.
There’s life - eternal and full - in scars.
Erik

VICAR SARAH
It is hard to believe I am past the halfway point of my internship year at Ballard First. Many
of you assured me that this year would be a fast one, and you were right. It has been such a
gift to be with you all this year, and I am so thankful for all you have taught me so far. I
look forward to the next several months ahead together with you.
As some of you may recall from having interns in the past, part of internship is completing a
project. This internship project is to be reflective of the needs of the church, and it is to be
something that will have a lasting, sustainable impact on the church. Through consultation with the
seminarian lay committee, the Christian education committee, and Pastors Erik and Elise, we have decided
that my internship project will be facilitating the creation and implementation of a Child and Youth Protection
Policy. This policy will serve as a guide for how we interact with and care for the youth of this community. It
will include procedures for screening volunteers, training volunteers and teachers, and policies for preventing
and reporting abuse. Most of these procedures are already in practice at Ballard First, but are not consolidated
in a governing document.
Why do we need a policy, some might wonder. And to that question, I have a few answers.
In baptism, we as a community of faith promise to care for and support children in their life of faith. This
means that we are all responsible for the raising up and well-being of children. We have made a promise to
children, their families, and to God.
A Child Protection Policy will allow us to have a clear and public stand on our value to children’s safety and
well-being. We know that this has been a year where abuse of vulnerable populations has overwhelmed news
cycles. Implementing this policy is a way to publicly state the already-existing value our community has to care
for all God’s children.
I would welcome the opportunity to further discuss this with you as you have questions, concerns, or ideas.
Please do feel free to email me or talk to me at church about this policy. I thank you for your support this year,
and I hope this project will be a lasting sign of that gratitude.
Vicar Sarah

NOONTIME BIBLE STUDY
Our Bible Study resumes on Wednesday, April 4th, from noon to 1:30 p.m.
in Haavik Hall. Join us as we immerse ourselves in God’s Word.

GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP

And Who is My Neighbor?
The Rev. Kirby Unti, Bishop, NWWA Synod
From the April 2018 edition of The Spirit

The story of the Good
Samaritan is teed up
with the question from
a man of the law, “And
who is my neighbor?”
It seems an easy question to answer on first
hearing it. After all, you know who your
neighbors are. Right? I mean, you may not
know them by name, but you know who they
are. Right?
Growing up my neighbors were the Strucks
next door, the Russells on the other side, and
the Mendenhall’s across the street. I could
add the names to a few houses in each
direction. They were our neighbors. It meant
we greeted one another, we borrowed eggs
and sugar, and, when there was a block
party, you could count on them being there.
When I became a teenager, they were the
people who ratted me out for speeding in
the neighborhood.
The Good Samaritan story quickly points out
that “neighbor” has a profound meaning in
the scriptures as it stretches most everyone’s
understanding of neighbor. Neighbor is any and every - child of God.
You may have heard that in lieu of our
traditional Synod Assembly Business
Meeting, we are having two gatherings this
spring: June 2 at Saint Andrews (Bellevue)
and June 9 at Bethlehem (Marysville).
Everyone is invited to be a part of theses

gatherings as we come together under the
theme of WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? These
gatherings are not limited to “Voting
Members” only. In fact, you are encouraged
to bring a whole crowd from your
congregation.
Throughout the day we will be exploring how
to be neighbors in a world in which
“neighbor” is approaching being placed on
the endangered species list. There will be
three forum times with over sixteen options
from which to choose. They are designed to
help us more fully understand how we can
be “neighbor.” The topics range from global
music to earth ministry; from congregational
hospitality to community partnerships; from
listening to leadership; from human
trafficking to being ally and advocate for our
neighbors of different color, orientation,
economic status, faith, or nationality.
Be sure to head over to
www.lutheransnw.org/2018-SynodGatherings to review the complete listing of
forums, talk it up with your church family,
and get registered online between April 2 May 15.
Serving as your Bishop I have discovered that
there is a growing hunger in our territory to
be together – to gather as neighbors. I
sincerely hope I will see you at one of the
gatherings.

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT
February Financial Report General Fund
February
Actual

February
Budget

Envelope/Loose
Giving
Other Income
Total Income

$20,492.82
$4,650.36
$25,143.18

Expenses
Surplus / (Loss)
Cash Balance
Savings Balance

Year To
Date
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To
Date Budget

$25,166.67
$9,187.50
$34,354.17

$51,241.29
$12,147.31
$63,388.60

$63,333.34
$18,125.00
$81,458.34

($12,092.05)
($5,977.69)
($18,069.74)

$44,615.64

$48,278.09

$88,076.02

$95,291.18

($7,215.16)

($19,472.46)

($13,923.92)

($24,687.42)

($13,832.84)

($10,854.58)

$32,287.83
$ 286,535.47

Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the
variance (actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall
financial situation. If you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members.

In February, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet
in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare, transported members to Sunday worship in our church
van, hosted and provided Sunday Dinner, participated in a confirmation retreat, provided space for AA groups, LYONS, Renewal,
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Ballard Little League, NAMI, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, financially helped support the
family of Gustavo Valle through the Gustavo Valle Memorial Fund.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
About 15 years ago, I
started to notice that I
often experienced a
life shift at Easter. Now
each year at the
beginning of Lent, I
wonder what direction
that change will take. Some years, it brought
someone into my life only to let them go only a
few Easters later. Another Lent, I made a big
decision about housing when I bought my condo.
This year, the shift was smaller and I’m still
working through the ramifications. A few weeks
ago I had to let go of Mabel, a cat who had part of
my life since the beginning of these Lenten/Easter
shifts. She moved to two different apartments
before coming with me to the condo. She saw Jim
come into my life and helped me grieve his
passing. She tolerated Lena, a kitten I brought into
the household to be her companion, for ten years.
Mabel was 17 and had been suffering from kidney

and thyroid issues for several months. In her last
few days she weakened very quickly and died
quietly at home.
As I get used to Mabel’s absence, the shift is
coming in the form of how I interact with my
remaining cat, Lena. She has a very different
personality from Mabel and I now have to step up
and give her more attention. Some of her
behaviors are changing, too. She may even
become the lap-cat that Mabel was.
Being a steward in caring for these two cats, I
made the decision to end Mabel’s suffering and I
am paying attention to Lena differently now that
Mabel is gone. Anyone who has had a pet knows
this kind of stewardship and the connection we
make with God’s creatures.
How do you care for God’s creatures?
In Peace, Ann Maki

SERVANT LEADERS FOR APRIL
Altar Care - Month of April: rotating teams
Acolytes
March 4 TBD
March 11 TBD
March 18 TBD
March 25 TBD

Additional Servants Leaders for Holy Week
Services TBD

Assisting Minister
April 1 Erin Schadt
April 8 Brett Hagen
April 15 Karrin Daniels
April 22 Scott Ingham
April 29 Vicar Sarah
Communion Assistants
April 1 Easter
April 8 TBD
April 15 Marit Turner, TBD
April 22 Joan Peterson, Kim Peterson
April 29 Gunbjorg Ladstein, Edna Peterson

Counters
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Jan Holm, Ramona Leer
Kris Breton, Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud
Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth
Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall
Sue Clauson, Kelly Fahlman

Lectors
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Gunbjorg Ladstein
Tom Tocher
Kathy Johnson
Will Golden
Edna Peterson

Ushers
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Jenny Holm, Jeff Powers, Glenn Hare, and Amelia Hare
David Austin, Laurie Austin, Farid Chouery, and Kevin Severud
Dave Hilmoe, Gundbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson, Jim Walker
Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer, Kim Peterson, and Anders Weiberg
Laurie Fladhus, Eric Green, John and Jennifer Schwartz

Van Drivers
April 1 Ray Gooch
April 8 Kim Peterson
April 15 Dave Hilmoe
April 22 Tina Aure
April 29 Ray Gooch

HOLY WEEK
Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on the cross, he is
exalted by God. We gather to remember his offering for the life of
the world, and to be fed by his life-giving mercy. This holy week
will culminate in the celebration of the Three Days of Jesus’
suffering, death, and resurrection.
Palm Sunday
March 25th at 10:00am
The service begins with a palm procession,
commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem. We
hear Matthew’s account of the passion today.
Maundy Thursday
March 29th at 7:00pm
Maundy means “command.” We honor Jesus’ command
to wash one another’s feet and to “do this in
remembrance of me.”
Good Friday
March 30th at 7:00 pm
Christ’s journey arrives at a cross. We observe
“tenebrae” in a service of scripture and song. As the
church descends into darkness, we approach the cross
ourselves, offering flowers as a sign of a beautiful life
that has been cut off. Bring a flower or one will be
provided for you.

Easter Vigil
March 31st at 7:00pm
Join us on this most holy night of the year, as we
recall Christ’s passing from death to new life.

Easter Sunday
April 1st
Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen Indeed!
Continental Breakfast at 8:30am to 9:30am
Worship and Holy Communion service at 10:00am

ADULT FORUM ON APRIL 22ND

Kirsten Schowalter, a former child in the Ballard First Lutheran Church
Childcare Center, and a former member of Ballard First Lutheran Church, has
written, In My Own Skin, a memoir about grieving and growing in the
aftermath of the sudden death of her father, David Schowalter when she was
a young girl.
She will be in the Seattle area conducting writing workshops in April, focusing
on the important role the writing process has played in her healing. Kirsten
will be the featured presenter at the Ballard First Lutheran Adult Forum
at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, April 22.
Watch and listen for more details as this special opportunity draws near!

BLESSING OF THE FLEET - 2018

Blessing of the Fleet
March 18, 2018
The spring departure of the commercial fishing fleet for the sometimes
dangerous Pacific and Alaska waters has been regularly observed since
Pastor Haavik started the tradition. “The Sunward,” owned by Norman
Ness, represented the North Pacific Fishing Fleet and received the blessing
and the Christ Pennant.

BLOOD DRIVE – THANK YOU1
We registered 18 donors and collected 14 units of whole blood. Since each donation is separated in
red cells, platelets, and plasma, the blood collected will help save the lives of up to 42 patients in
our community. To top things off, we had 4 first time donors. This is fantastic!
Thank you again for continued support to our mission, Bloodworks NW

I CARE FOR APRIL
I CARE SUNDAY APRIL 22ND AND THE RECIPIENT WILL BE COMPASS HOUSING ALLIANCE. Compass Housing Alliance
provides housing, shelter and support services to people experiencing homelessness and poverty in the Puget
Sound region.
The Nyer Urness House in Ballard is one of the Compass sites. Operating on a “housing first” model, Nyer Urness
House provides 80 units of permanent housing to formerly homeless adults. Supportive services include case
management, a medical clinic operated by Neighborcare Health on-site, daily meals and other community building
resources. The community is named for the Rev. Nyer Urness, whose philosophy of meeting people where they are
is a fundamental principle of the work at Nyer Urness House.

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Continental Easter Breakfast

Join us in Haavik Hall on Easter

morning for traditional hot cross buns,
coffee and fruit. 8:30 to 9:30 a.m.

17th Day of May Parade!
Syttende Mai
Mark your calendars! Ballard First Lutheran Church will again be
marching in the Annual 17th Day of May Parade! This parade is one of
the largest 17th day of May parades in the world and is sure to be a funfilled time for all! The parade begins at 6 p.m. and line-up for it begins at
4 p.m.!
Please be on the lookout for additional details to come including themes,
dates and times for float decorating, and details about meeting up for the
parade itself! We hope you will all be able to join us!

Urban Pilgrimage for Earth Day, Sunday, April 22, 2018
In partnership with Pastor Elise’s previous ministry start-up, Exploring Eden, we will
celebrate Earth Day with a short devotion celebrating God’s abundant and wondrous
creation followed by a hike along the loop trail at Discovery Park! Please plan to join
us, rain or shine, for this wonderful opportunity to practice being good stewards of
the bountiful natural resources God has so graciously given us and of our health as
well! Additional details will follow in e-blasts and bulletin inserts!

LYONS

Get ready for LYONS’ 2018 Dinner Theater show

“Bill and Ted’s Confirmation Endeavor”

This is our annual fundraiser, and this year funds are going toward the high
school summer trip to Houston for the ELCA Youth Gathering. This is a
triennial event that brings together about 30,000 youth from around the
country for a week of building friendships, serving others, and growing in
faith. Tickets may be purchased online at roaringlyons.org/dinnertheater or
at church from a youth.

Shows:
May 11, 12, 18, 19
Friday & Saturday Dinner Shows 7:00pm
($20 adults, $15 seniors, $50 family of up to 2 adults & 2-3 kids)
Saturday Matinees 2:00pm
($15 adults, $10 seniors, $40 family up to 2 adults & 2-3 kids)

