
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule 

 9:00am Education, 10:00am Worship 
Coffee Hour Fellowship following Worship 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
Church Work Day – Saturday, April 1st at 9:00 a.m. 

Mid-week Lenten Soup & Worship: Wednesday, April 5th 
 
 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
Palm Sunday, April 9th 
10:00 am 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13th 
7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday, April 14th 
7:00 pm 

 
Easter Vigil, April 15th 
7:00 pm 
 

Easter, April 16th 
Breakfast 8:30am 
Worship at 10:00 am 

  

NON-PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

SEATTLE, WA 

PERMIT 5736 

 



 
 

APRIL 2017 
  

 BALLARD FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 Staff  
Pastor Erik R. Wilson Weiberg 

pastorerik@bflcs.org 
Pastor Elise Scott 

pastorelise@bflcs.org 
Vicar Joshua Sullivan 
vicarjoshua@bflcs.org 

Church Administrator: Cindy Jackson 
office@bflcs.org 

Caretaker: Dale Pederson 
Treasurer: Julie Millet 
Organist: Ed Egerdahl 

Minister of Music:  
Molly Barnes 

musicminister@bflcs.org 
Renewal: Jessica Zimmerle 

renewal@bflcs.org 
Accompanist: Jim Fisher 

Sunday Nursery: Emily LaFave 
 

 
 

 BFL Childcare Center  
206-784-1307 

Director: Karen Hutchison 
 

 
 

 LYONS  
206-706-5997 

www.roaringlyons.org 
Director:  Bryant Williams 

Program Assistant: Megan Hundley 
 

Church Council  
President: Tom Tocher 

Vice President: Karrin Daniels  
Secretary: Emily Olsoy  

 

Ministry Coordinators

Childcare: Karin Swanson 
Facilities: Tina Aure 
Finance: Kris Breton 

Personnel: Susan Clauson 
 

Council At-Large Reps 
Lauren Jensen  
Edna Peterson 

KICK-OFF OF TWO YEAR DISCERNMENT PERIOD 
 

Dear Members and Friends of Ballard First Lutheran: 
 

At our January 2017 Annual Meeting, the Congregation voted to enter into a two-year (or 

shorter) period to better discern the direction of BFL ―in this time; in this place.‖ With 

Pastor Laurie‘s departure and a two-year half-time contract with Pastor Elise, this seemed a 

very opportune time to conduct this effort. The church at large is changing and the Ballard 

community is changing in significant ways that provide challenges and opportunities. 
 

We (Erin Schadt and Dave Hilmoe) are leading this effort with a Steering Committee made 

up of the Council Officers (Tom Tocher, Karrin Daniels, and Emily Olsoy) and Pastoral 

staff (Pastors Erik & Elise and Vicar Joshua).   
 

The effort will be undertaken—broadly—in three phases: 
 

Phase 1: Working with the congregation and reaching outward to the Ballard and Seattle 

communities, work to define the church‘s purpose, including our vision, mission and 

values to determine our future direction. At the end of this period (approximately fall 

2017), we will bring options for our future directions to the congregation for a vote.  
 

Phase 2: After the congregation has determined the church‘s direction, we will create a 

strategic plan. This includes a review of the three areas that support our ministry and 

mission: 1) Faces (paid staff and lay/volunteers), 2) Facilities and 3) Finances (ongoing 

expenses and building/capital expenses). This phase will include hiring a professional 

architectural planner to assist us prepare options and costs for necessary (e.g., stopping 

water intrusion and addressing an earthquake retrofit requirement) and other needs that will 

support our ministry and mission objectives set out in the strategic plan. 
 

Phase 3: Pulling it all together, and getting congregational input on these plans. If 

necessary, we will adjust scale, scope and details in the plan.  
 

There will opportunities for formal and informal involvement along the way. Formal 

involvement will include regular meetings with the Council, subcommittees that will be 

put together for the three elements in Phase 2 and opportunities for input into the scope and 

content of the Phase 1 mission and ministry review. Informal involvement is an invitation 

for any one of you—or if you have a BFL group that meets regularly—to contact Erin or 

Dave to share your views. 
 

We will use all forms of communication as we move through this next two years. 

Suggestions welcome—this is a shared journey! 
 

Yours in Christ, Erin Schadt and Dave Hilmoe 

eschadt@msn.com | 206-538-7577         watervet@q.com | 206-713-0690 
 

mailto:pastorelise@bflcs.org


VICAR REFLECTIONS 
 

Simply a word of thanks this month from your Vicar. I can’t stress enough how much I have learned and 
grown with you all and at Faith Action Network these past months. I look forward eagerly to traveling 
through the ups and downs of Holy Week and celebrating the Resurrection of our Lord with you!  
 

Down at FAN we have been watching the legislative session rapidly progress. Thank you again to all who 
took time out of your schedules to make the trek to Interfaith Advocacy Day in Olympia. You helped give 
more volume to the growing voice from voters of faith and conscience who demand that legislators create 
laws and policy that will make Washington an equitable, just and safe state for all of God’s children. 
 

In Christ, Vicar Joshua 
 

 PASTORAL ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 
 

     Committal Service               Memorial       Baptism 
Andrea Kristin Vukusic   Crew of the F/V Destination        Rollin Harold Duncan 
      March 4, 2017             March 23, 2017   March 26, 2017 
 

 

HOLY WEEK 
                        

PLEASE JOIN US FOR HOLY WEEK SERVICES! 
Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on the cross, he is exalted by God. We gather to remember his offering for 
the life of the world, and to be fed by his life-giving mercy. This holy week will culminate in the celebration of the 
Three Days of Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 

 
Palm Sunday 
April 9th at 10:00am 
The service begins with a palm 

procession, commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem. We hear Matthew’s account of the 

passion today. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 13th at 7:00pm 
Maundy means “command.” We honor Jesus’ 
command to wash one another’s feet and to “do 
this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Good Friday 
April 14th at 7:00 pm 
Christ’s journey arrives at a cross. We observe 
“tenebrae” in a service of scripture and song. As 
the church descends into darkness, we approach 
the cross ourselves, offering flowers as a sign of a 
beautiful life that has been cut off. Bring a flower 
or one will be provided for you. 

 
 
 

Easter Vigil 
April 15th at 7:00pm 
Join us on this most holy night of the year, 
as we recall Christ’s passing from death to 
new life. 
 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 16th 
Christ is Risen. Christ is Risen 
Indeed!  
 

Easter Pancake Breakfast at 8:30am to 
9:30am 
Worship and Holy Communion service at 
10:00am. 
 
 
 



GREETINGS FROM OUR BISHOP 
 

Called to speak up  
By the Rev. Kirby Unti, NWWA Synod Bishop - From the April 2017 edition of The Spirit 

 
Friends, 

These are difficult days when it comes to knowing how to navigate the world of politics as a 

Christian. I had the privilege of meeting with Governor Jay Inslee a few weeks back and he said in 

his three decades as a public servant he has never seen greater interest or concern than what we are now 

experiencing. People of every stripe are asking the question, ―What can we do?‖ 

The challenge is made more difficult because many of us were raised not to speak in public about religion or 

politics. Obviously we didn‘t get the clue from Jesus on this as he was quite outspoken on both.  

Adding to the challenge in the United States is the confusion we have around the separation of church and state. 

The bottom line is the church is prohibited from completing the following sentence, ―Vote for Candidate _______.  

We do not compromise our nonprofit status by speaking out on issues. 

The Lutheran Church has a long history of speaking out on public issues. We certainly are following Luther‘s 

practice. Luther was very outspoken about public education and providing a community chest for the poor. He saw 

this as both the responsibility of the church and of the state. 

It is okay to be political while striving not to be partisan. When it comes to party politics there is plenty of blame to 

go around on both sides of the aisle. 

This is why it is important to me to hold the Office of President in high regard just as we hope people would respect 

the office of pastor, teacher or bishop. The office is to be respected even when you disagree with the politics. 

When Lutherans speak out in the public square we do so from the point of our deepest held values. This is why, 

when the travel ban was first placed in front of us by executive order, many Lutherans spoke out regardless of 

which political party they supported. Lutherans know our own story of immigration and we have been key players 

in resettling people from around the world. We have been formed by countless stories in scripture that remind us of 

what it means to ―welcome the stranger.‖ 

Today I learned from Lutheran Social Services to be aware of the impact that a reduction of Medicaid might have 

on our parents who are receiving care in a nursing home.  75% of our elders need Medicaid to access this care. Yes, 

I will speak out if I see this happening. Caring for our elders is embedded deep in my bones because of my 

Christian formation. 

In our Social Statement on Church & Society we are reminded of our responsibility to 

 speak out on timely, urgent issues on which the voice of this church should be heard; 
 expect its pastors, bishops, and lay church leaders to pray for and to exhort those in positions of authority 

on the basis of God’s prophetic Word; 
 work with and on behalf of the poor, the powerless, and those who suffer, using its power and influence 

with political and economic decision-making bodies to develop and advocate policies that seek to advance 
justice, peace, and the care of creation; 

 mediate to achieve just and peaceful solutions to social conflicts; 
 participate in local, national, and international ecumenical organizations, and interfaith and ecumenical 

partnerships in the service of common goals. 

Friends, these are challenging times, but my spirits are lifted knowing the gospel has something extremely relevant 

to say. Let‘s listen and act. Read more on the flip side of this edition of The Spirit for ways you (and your 

congregation) can pray, advocate, accompany, welcome, and give. (www.lutheransnw.org/publications) 

It calls us not to be against another person, race, gender, or nation but to strive together to discover what is it 

we are for.  Try this out for the next 365 days and let‘s see what we learn. 



LYONS  

 



 

SERVANT LEADERS FOR APRIL 
 

Altar Care Month of April Rotating Teams 
 

Acolytes    
April 2 TBD 
April 9 TBD 
April 16 TBD 
April 23 TBD 
April 30 TBD 
 

Assisting Minister 
April 2  Karin Swanson 
April 9  Erin Schadt 
April 16  Mary Kay Hilmoe 
April 23  Chris Bloomquist 
April 30  Nancy Fisher 
 

Communion Assistants 
April 2  Kathy Johnson, Lisa Laxson 
April 9  Kristen Wilson Weiberg, Mathias Fink 
April 16  Lauren Jensen, Gunbjorg Ladstein 
April 23  Edna Peterson, Rosalind Caryl 
April 30  TBD 
 

Counters 
April 2  Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
April 9  Juliet Dickens, Ken Mingeaud, Kris Breton 
April 16  Jan Holm, Ramona Leer 
April 23  Tina Aure, Karen & Malcolm Unseth 
April 30  Laurie & Terry McGibbon, Ellen & Geoff Wall 
 

Lectors 
April 2  Edna Peterson 
April 9  Kathy Johnson 
April 16  Jerry Shierk 
April 23  Karrin Daniels 
April 30  Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
 

Ushers 
April 2  Kim Peterson, Joan Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad 
April 9  Laurie Fladhus & Eric Green, Jennifer and John Schwartz 
April 16  Dave Hilmoe, Gunbjorg Ladstein, Marcia Nelson 
April 23  Nick Host, Kristen Wilson Weiberg 
April 30  Kim Peterson, Sylvia Vikingstad, Sherry Lemmer 
 

Van Drivers 
April 2  Kim Peterson 
April 9  Tina Aure 
April 16  Ray Gooch 
April 23  Dave Hilmoe 
April 30  Kim Peterson 

Additional Servants Leaders for Holy Week 

Services  TBD 



FROM THE CHILDCARE CENTER 
 

In last month's newsletter I mistakenly had the date of our Silent Auction as May 13th.  It is 
actually on Friday, May 12th - just to clarify, in case you will be joining us. Some of the 
items on the tables that will be "up for bid" are gift certificates from Bick's Broadview Grill, 
Ballard Health Club, Interbay Golf Center, Li'l Woody's, Museum of Flight, Taproot Theatre 
and Secret Garden Bookshop.  Something for everyone! 
 

I have been in the classrooms a lot lately, as we are still looking to fill a full time Support 
Staff position.  It's been very enjoyable talking more with the children, and getting to know 
them better.  I love some of the things they say, and it's sometimes really hard not to smile 
when they are telling you something, that to them is very serious! For example, one boy 
who is 5 came up to me and said, "Ms. Karen, when I was 3, back in the olden days...".  
They are just too cute!!  

HaPpY SpRiNg,  Ms. Karen & Staff 
 

SPRING WORK AND CLEAN UP DAY – SATURDAY, APRIL 1st! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SPRING WORK AND CLEAN-UP DAY - 
SATURDAY, APRIL 1ST. It’s time to spruce up the grounds and polish the 
pews. Rain or shine, indoor and outdoor projects will begin at 9am.  
 
Pastries, coffee and hot chocolate will be provided. Come for as little or 
as long as you’re able. And remember, as Captain Dale likes to say: 

"many hands make light work” and “there’s a job with your name written all over it!”  
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Come to the 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School class in Haavik Hall. The conversation is always 
lively and offers an adult slant on the faith. The schedule for this spring is as follows: 

 
April 2  “Visual Arts in the Church” 
  Vicar Joshua 
 

April 9  Palm Sunday Sign Making  
  Intergenerational 
 

April 16 Easter Sunday 
  No Sunday School 
 

April 23 “Life at Nyer Urness House” 
 Justin Phillippi, Program Mgr. 

 

April 30 “Welcome to the Middle East” 
  Ron Young 
 

May 7  “It’s Late, but Not Too Late! –  
  for Israeli Palestinian Peace” 
  Ron Young 
 

May 14 “Our Muslim Neighbors, Near  
  and Far” 
  Ron Young 
 

May 21: “Refugees in the Bible” 
  Pastor Erik and Pastor Elise 
 

May 28 Memorial Day Weekend 
  No Sunday School 
 

June 4  “Refugees in the Bible” 
  Pastor Erik and Pastor Elise 
 

June 11 “Refugees in the Bible” 
  Pastor Erik and Pastor Elise 
 

June 18 “Refugees in the Bible” 
  Pastor Erik and Pastor Elise 

  



 

IN GRATITUDE 

 
 
 
 
 

As we advocate and organize around Washington’s legislative session, and through the realities of a new 

administration, FAN is so grateful for your support. Thank you for your contribution of $1,000 on January 31, 

2017. It’s your investment in FAN that helps us face the challenges and opportunities ahead to make 

Washington more peaceful, just, and sustainable for all. 

 

 

“I am grateful to God . . . when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.” 2 Timothy 1:3 (NRSV) 

On behalf of those we serve, I thank Ballard First Lutheran Church for your recent gift to LIRS, which we received 

through the Northwest Washington Synod. Your gift has gratefully and wonderfully received! 

LIRS will always strive to protect and empower those in our care. Working across our national network, we support 

refugee children and families with immediate aid on their arrival, ensuring access to shelter, healthcare and 

community resources. We find safe, loving homes for children who have been orphaned or separated from their 

parents due to war or conflict. We make sure that each family has cultural orientation, job-readiness training, English 

classes, and other resources needed for successful long-term integration into their new communities. 

With your support, LIRS has resettled more than 500,000 refugees and migrants over the last 77 years, warmly 

welcoming them in their new homeland. Today, we stand steadfast in our commitment to provide refuge to those 

fleeing violence war and persecution – regardless of race, gender, ethnicity or religion. Thanks to you, we can 

continue to make a difference in the lives of our new neighbors. 

 

I CARE FOR APRIL 
 

APRIL “I CARE” OFFERING IS SEATTLE FISHERMEN'S MEMORIAL - This organization is devoted 
to promoting safety in the fishing fleets and easing the burden of the families and friends of 
fishermen and fisherwomen who have lost their lives at sea. 

 

The North Pacific Fishing Fleet represents the single largest 
commercial fishery in the world.  However, the waters of the 
Bering Sea are unforgiving.  Fishermen and fisherwomen leave 
their families for months at a time; some don't return.  The 
Seattle Fishermen's Memorial provides support to those 
families and works to help keep the fishermen safe. 
 

The 89th annual Blessing of the Fleet, led by BFL's pastors. The 

fishing vessel St. Anthony will fly the Christ pennant to mark the 

blessing of all the boats of the fleet. 

 

 



STEWARDSHIP CONNECTIONS                  

 
As I was l looking through my previous 

newsletter articles, I stopped at one about 

balance. I realized I needed to remind 

myself to slow down, again! While I make 

sure to attend worship on both Sunday and 

Wednesday during Lent, I still have multiple jobs, art work 

to make and health issues to resolve. I need to be reminded 

to get some balance back into my life.  Here is the article: 
 

"If you are too busy to worship, you are far busier than God 

ever intended you to be." 
 

I was finding this quote coming up a few times for me lately, 

often with the ‗prayer‘ or phrase ‗reading the scriptures‘ 

substituting for the word ‗worship.‘ 
 

To keep a balance between work and the rest of life is a very 

complex problem. How can I give the proper amount of 

attention to a job, my artwork and at the same time not 

neglect other aspects of my life? Timothy Smith at 

Discovery Christian Church, Colorado Springs, CO, in a 

transcript I found online of his sermon preached on August, 

2004, gave four practical prescriptions to help provide a 

balance between work and life. 
 

1) Recognize that it is God‘s desire that you have balance. 

The fourth commandment instructs us to work, but also to 

rest. Why did God say to rest at least one day a week? 

Because God knows in the long run we‘ll be more 

productive and effective if we have a regular change of 

pace. 
 

2) Schedule an appointment with your family and with 

yourself. You get the necessary things done at work 

probably because, for the most part, you‘ve scheduled it. 

One of the secrets in living the balanced life as God has 

planned is to schedule the other areas of life too.  
 

3) Cultivate an interest outside work. It is good if you 

enjoy what you‘re doing, but all of us need some 

diversion, something that gets our minds off the job.  

Jesus often took time away, to relax and to renew His 

mind. Develop something where you can find fulfillment. 
 

4) We must keep reminding ourselves of the ―one thing‖ 

that is the most important, knowing God. We can make it 

a priority to have a regularly scheduled quiet time, 

learning about and talking to God. That‘s the best 

tangible way to put God first. 
 

I suspect that I have made my life a whole lot more 

complicated than God intended. In the end, it‘s not so much 

a matter of my schedule or the demand of my jobs; it is a 

matter of my heart. When my heart is in the right place then 

everything else follows along and is more balanced. 
 

Luke wrote "Wherever your treasure is, there your heart 

and thoughts will also be.” Where are yours?  
 

In Peace, Ann Maki 
 

FINANCIAL HISTORY REPORT 
 

February Financial Report General Fund 

 

February 
Actual 

February 
Budget 

Year To 
Date Actual 

Year To Date 
Budget 

 Year To Date 
Variance 

Envelope/Loose 
Giving $24,076.09  $24,920.69  $66,372.31  $62,867.97  $3,504.34  

Other Income $10,075.08  $9,024.99  $21,157.26  $19,050.02  $2,107.24  

Total Income $34,151.17  $33,945.68  $87,529.57  $81,917.99  $5,611.58  

 
          

Expenses $47,698.99  $43,971.82  $86,894.49  $87,218.49  ($324.00) 

 
          

Surplus / (Loss) ($13,547.82) ($10,026.14) $635.08  ($5,300.50) $5,935.58  

      Cash Balance $87,775.24  
    Each month this report will show income and expenses for both the current month and year to date. In addition, the last column shows the variance 

(actual - budget). We are also reporting our current General Fund balance. We hope this helps you to better understand our overall financial situation. If 

you have any questions of feedback please contact your Finance Committee members. 
 

In February, these are some of the ways our financial support to the mission and ministry budget became Christ’s hands and feet 
in the world: provided a nurturing place for the children of our Childcare Center, transported members to Sunday worship, 
celebrated the ordination of Pastor Elise Scott, provided space for AA groups, LYONS, Renewal, provided space and hosted 
Sunday Dinner, hosted weekly text study for area pastors, financially helped support the Lutheran Volunteer Corps. 



 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Saturday, April 15th at 10:00 a.m. to noon 
Hunters can come to Haavik Hall anytime between 10 and 12  

to start the hunt.  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

We need some help to get this effort going.   Organizers and volunteers are needed the 

day of the event.  Donations of Easter baskets, plastic eggs and egg stuffers are happily 

accepted and needed.   
 

Let's open our doors and reach out to our local community to provide a morning of fun to 

our neighbors, family and friends!  Contact:  Olivia Bloomquist, 206-940-2905, 

otruck@isualum.com. 
 

 

               

Attention Movie Buffs-- 
 

The BFL Movie Club is returning! 

We will be watching "Risen," which tells the story of Jesus' 

empty tomb from the point of view of a Roman army 

officer turned detective who races to find the body 

and prevent a Jewish uprising. 
 

It is a great story for the Easter Season.  Joseph Fiennes stars. 
  

Please join us at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 30th in Haavik Hall.   
  

For details, contact Tom Tocher at 206-527-0369 or at tocher@juno.com 

 
               
 

SPRING DESSERT TEA 
Women of all ages are invited to enjoy dessert 

and tea on Saturday April 29th at 2:00 p.m. in 

Haavik Hall 
  

Dessert, fellowship and a fun program.   
 

Please RSVP to Jan Holm at 206-351-4942, janmholm@comcast.net  

or Sharon Lange at 206-784-0107, dslange2005@comcast.net 

tel:(206)%20527-0369
mailto:tocher@juno.com
mailto:janmholm@comcast.net

